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Priority area
Telecommunication/ICT policy and regulatory issues, including ICT economics (market analysis, cost modelling and tariffs) and statistics (indicators, measuring the information society), as well as human capacity building in each of these areas.
Description of the proposal
Maintaining the initiative on "Strengthening and harmonizing policy and regulatory frameworks for integration of African ICT markets".
One of the cornerstones of Burkina Faso's strategy for the development of its telecommunication/
ICT sector is the establishment of a legal framework that will enable players in the sector to carry out their activities and will create confidence and security in the use of telecommunication/ICT services.
In 1997, Burkina Faso commenced a reform process for its telecommunication sector. With the adoption of Law No. 51/98/AN of 4 December 1998, this process led to the establishment of a national telecommunication regulatory authority, liberalization of the mobile telephone sector and of value added services, and partial privatization of the incumbent operator. It allowed the country to take a major step forward as a result of the significant results achieved. 
On 1 January 2006, fixed and international telephony were fully liberalized, thus totally opening up the sector to competition. Burkina Faso now has three mobile operators and one fixed operator.

It was considered necessary to revise the legal framework established by above-mentioned Law No. 51/98 on the basis of international best practices, so as to create the optimum conditions for guaranteeing healthy competition and to promote the convergence of networks and services. The revision provided the opportunity to incorporate the ECOWAS additional acts and WAEMU directives adopted respectively by the Council of Heads of State and the Council of Ministers of these two subregional organizations. On 27 November 2008, the law governing the overall regulation of electronic communication networks and services in Burkina Faso was adopted. It may be noted that Burkina Faso is the first country within the ECOWAS-WAEMU space to have completed the process of incorporating these community texts.
Again with regard to the establishment of a suitable legal framework, Burkina Faso has started preparing a set of texts to guarantee security and confidence in the use of telecommunication/ICT services. The draft texts deal with: 
· combating cybercrime (two texts modifying the penal code and the code of criminal procedure);
· electronic transactions;
· the protection of literary and artistic property (text modifying the law of 1999);
· personal data protection (text modifying the law of 2004).

All of these texts are currently being finalized by the competent bodies; this will equip the country with a comprehensive legal framework adapted to building the information society.
The process started by our governments to harmonize the regulatory frameworks through the subregional organizations has not yet been completed. In West Africa, WAEMU and ECOWAS have observed that most States have fallen behind in incorporating the community texts in national law. Under the action plan adopted in Dakar in 2007, the Member States should have completed this incorporation at the latest by 28 February 2008 for the WAEMU States and by 19 February 2009 for the Member States of ECOWAS. Accordingly, the aforementioned organizations have given their Member States a further year to complete the incorporation process. 
In view of the foregoing, we should welcome the launch, in December 2008 in Addis Ababa, of the project to harmonize ICTs in sub-Saharan Africa initiated by the European Union and ITU-D. Harmonization of the policy and regulatory frameworks governing telecommunications in the Africa region remains a vast area of work-in-progress.
Burkina Faso therefore recommends that the initiative on "Strengthening and harmonizing policy and regulatory framework for integration of African ICT markets" be maintained by the next world telecommunication development conference (WTDC-10).
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