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On behalf of the International Telecommunication Union, its 189 Member States
and 640 members from industry, it gives me great pleasure to welcome you to
Cairo, Egypt, and ITU Tetecom Arrica 2004.

®
Since our last Africa regional event, which was held in Johannesburg in 2001, §

the region’s information and communications technology (ICT) has witnessed an
impressive level of growth. In just these few short years since the beginning of
the new millennium, Africa has added more telecommunication users than in
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the whole of the previous century, and mobile phone users now far outnumber A1 Seotember
those of fixed lines. Continued market liberalization has meant the emergence of M
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regulatory bodies to oversee the introduction of new services, foster competitive
costs and offerings, and resolve disputes when operators overstepped and shape

a stable investment climate for the region. Imu TELEOOM ITU TE
AMERICAS2005 WORLI 02006

vodafone

Nevertheless, challenges remain with a significant proportion of the population
still deprived of access to ICTs, and thus unable to benefit from the emerging

ctay -:_:1|r'|'||_-:|:':[7_r|:| amwieng in the |.-'.,'|:_:.|||::| knowledge economy. The Forum at Arrica 2004 will address the key areas '
relating to the region’s ICT development, as well as providing the opportunity for
groundbreaking debate and discussion. &
. As the first major ITU event held after the first phase of the World Summit on
. the Information Society, the Forum promises to be an important milestone for the /
- Africa region. “&ITEDI_E T AT TELECOM
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During the event you will also have the opportunity of viewing the latest technology

and innovations in fields which are of particular relevance to the region, including )
. . . Information about ITU Teecom future events:
mobile services, satellite and broadband Internet among others. www.itu.int/itutelecom

Floor plan sponsored by

Under the theme “Access Africa”, the event will seek to provide a platform to

explore, debate and unlock the opportunities which the region offers. “Access

Africa” summarizes our intent, as an organization, to help extend the advantages

of telecommunications to those who have yet to access or draw benefit from ITU TeLecom

ICTs. Place des Nations, CH-1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland

Tel.: +41 22 730 6161 - Fax: +41 22 730 6444
E-mail: itutelecom@itu.int
www.itu.int/itutelecom
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| look forward to seeing the telecommunications landscape of tomorrow brought
to life today at ITU Tetecom Arrica 2004.
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e ':':- -‘..t:'“.-'\l Thank you for joining us. | wish you all a fruitful and informative Arrica 2004.
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