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OPENING REMARKS 

by

 Mr. Krastu Mirski

Deputy Director of BDT 

Mr. Chairman, 

Mr. Ghosh, Chairman of Telecom Commission,

Mr. Zhao, Director of TSB,

Mr. Narayan, Deputy Executive Director of APT,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good morning and welcome to the joined ITU-T and ITU-D Workshop. 

Please allow me first to convey to all of you warmest greetings of Mr. Hamadoun Touré, the Director of BDT, whom I represent here today.

Mr. Ghosh, I would like to express, on behalf of the BDT, my sincere thanks to you and your Government for hosting this workshop and also to say how much we appreciate your presence here this morning to participate in the opening of this important gathering of participants from all Asia and the Pacific region. 

On behalf of BDT, I wish to also extend sincere thanks to Mr. Gupta, Deputy Director of DoT and Mr. Shankhar and their staff for their hard work in organising this important event.

I wish to also welcome, the representatives of APT Mr. Narayan, with whom we have a long history of collaboration. We are pleased to have him today with us.

We are delighted to see here with us so many participants from all over Asia and the Pacific region. From our side, we have done our best to establish an agenda for this workshop that will enable you to gain a practical insight into the working of the ITU, identify ITU activities appropriate to your needs and increase your visibility, knowledge and influence in ITU. 

Present here are also a number of ITU experts and specialists in various fields of ITU activities. We wish to encourage you, in fact urge you, to use this forum to foster and enhance the dialogue between the ITU and institutions you represent. Only with joined efforts we will be able to direct ITU activities to best suite your needs and requirements. 

I will probably say nothing new when I say that the whole telecommunication industry worldwide is undergoing dramatic transformations. New technologies are being developed and new services are being introduced at a rapid pace, old monopolies are breaking up and new operators are emerging, telecommunication markets are expanding beyond national borders and new powerful alliances are being created at the global level. In addition, the role of governments in the telecommunication sector is being redefined from ownership to sector governance.

Obviously, the role of private sector in these transformations is increasing rapidly, which is also reflected in the ITU membership. To encourage sector members from developing countries the ITU Council has reduced membership fees to 1/16 of a unit.  

Very broadly speaking, the main mission of BDT is to positively influence telecommunication development all over the world, aiming at closing the gap or digital divide between developed and developing world. We in BDT are convinced that a closer cooperation with the potential and existing State and Sector Members through various projects and programs of the BDT is essential for the success of our mission. 

During this workshop you will have the opportunity learn in more detail about BDT activities, projects and programmes. Therefore I will stop here with a hope that you will find your interest in collaborating with BDT as much as we do. 

On behalf of BDT, I wish you fruitful deliberations throughout these two days. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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