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annex
(to TSB Circular 160)

Please return this questionnaire, duly completed, to the following address:

Telecommunication Standardization Bureau/ITU
Place des Nations
CH-1211 Geneva 20 (Switzerland)
Fax: +41 22 730 5853
E-mail: tsbsg2@itu.int 

Reply to the questionnaire on Member States' Experiences with ccTLDs

Name of your Administration: National E-Commerce Secretariat

ccTLD code: .tt


Country: Trinidad and Tobago

Contact person:
Mr. Quinten Questel, Director National E-Commerce Secretariat

Tel.: (868) 625-625-8876 Fax.: (868) 627-0002

Email: quinten.questel@ecommerce.gov.tt

Instructions:  Please fill out the following questions either on this survey or in a separate document to the best of your knowledge.  See page 11 for definitions of terms used in this survey. 

I
GOVERNMENT-CCTLD ISSUES: 

· Government involvement in the domain

· How does government involvement or non-involvement manifest itself in your country’s ccTLD? [Please indicate the situation(s) which best describe(s) your ccTLD and provide details]

· Is there direct control of the ccTLD?  (no)

· Is the ccTLD part of a government ministry? (no)
· Is the ccTLD a subsidiary company of a government agency or ministry? (no) 

· Is there a formal contract between the government and the ccTLD? (no)
· Is there an ongoing, formal relationship between the government and the ccTLD? (no)
· Has there been a governmental endorsement of the ccTLD’s role and management? (no)
· Is there an informal, unofficial or ad hoc relationship between the government and the ccTLD? (yes)

· Is there no relationship between the government and the ccTLD? 

Details:

· Are there any plans to change the situation? [If so, please indicate which situation you expect would prevail in the future.]

· Yes?:  The Government intends to have a formal contract between the government and the ccTLD?
· What is the status of government-ccTLD relations? [Please indicate the situation(s) which best describe(s) your ccTLD and provide details]

· Is there legislation that grants the government ultimate authority over the ccTLD? (no)

· Has the government made recent efforts to:

· Pass legislation that affects the ccTLD? (no)
· Establish a commission or body to examine ccTLD management or legislation? (yes)

· Speak in parliament, a national legislature, in public or in other circumstances about ccTLD management issues? (no)

· Consider formalizing the ccTLD-government relationship? (yes)
· Does your country’s ccTLD make decisions independently of the government? 

Details: At this time yes, but there are plans to change this.

· Are there any plans to change the situation? [If so, please indicate which situation you expect would prevail in the future.]

· Yes? The development of legislation that grants the government ultimate authority over the ccTLD

· Which government agencies are responsible for government-ccTLD relations? [Please indicate the situation(s) which best describe(s) your ccTLD and provide details]

· Telecommunications regulatory body? 

· Ministry of Telecommunications?

· Ministry of Science and/or Technology?

· Ministry of Justice?

· Other?

Details: At this time it is the: National E-Commerce Secretariat, Ministry of Public Administration and Information

· Are there any plans to change the situation? [If so, please indicate which situation you expect would prevail in the future.]

· No?

· Internet Governance Participation

· Does the government send a representative to or otherwise participate in meetings of the Government Advisory Committee (GAC) of the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (GAC)? [If not, please provide details]

· Yes? 

· Does the government or ccTLD send a representative to or otherwise participate in ICANN meetings? [If not, please provide details]

· Yes? 

· I. Please indicate whether there are contracts between the government and ICANN and/or the ccTLD and ICANN:

· Between ICANN and the government? (No)

· Between ICANN and the ccTLD? (No)

II. Please indicate the key factors that contributed to the ccTLD or government deciding to formalize the relationship.

III. Did any impediments arise in formalizing this relationship?

· Yes? 

· No?

II
CCTLD STRUCTURE & POLICIES:

· General

· What kind of structure best defines the ccTLD? [Please indicate the situation(s) which best describe(s) your ccTLD and provide details]

· A commercial enterprise

· How does your country’s ccTLD meet its operating costs? [Please indicate the situation(s) which best describe(s) your ccTLD and provide details]

· Through registration fees

· Board composition

If your ccTLD has a board of directors or advisors, please give details about the following:

· What is the size of the board?

2 directors

· Is there public participation in the nomination or voting process for board members? [If yes, please provide details] 

· No?

· If there is government involvement on the board, what role does it play?

· The Government plays no role.
General ccTLD policy

· Please rate the following objectives of your ccTLD from 1 to 9, where most important is 1 and least important is 9.   

· Registration size of the TLD 3
· Low cost of registration 1
· Ease of registration 1
· Efficiency of domain name system in your country 1
· The local Internet community’s cooperation in the ccTLD management 5
· Preservation of the public interest in the domain name system 1
· Align with the government’s general telecommunication policy or other policies 1
· Protection of intellectual property rights 1
· Transparency and accountability in ccTLD management 1
· Has the board/executive had any consultations in the past three years about the future policy direction or structure of the ccTLD?  [If yes, please explain or provide references.] 

· Yes? 

· Are the ccTLD’s goals and objectives consistent with your country’s telecommunication policy? [Please provide details or references].
· No?

· Does your ccTLD actively pursue the public interest in the domain name system in your country? [Please provide details or references].

· No? 

· Policy making approach

· How does/has your ccTLD formulate its policies? [Please indicate the situation(s) which best describe(s) your ccTLD and provide details or references]

· Through employee/manager initiatives

· Who supervises and/or approves the policies (apart from general supervision by anti-trust authorities)? 

· ccTLD itself (no external supervision apart from anti-trust authorities)

· WHOIS policy

· Has your country’s ccTLD established a WHOIS policy that addresses public access to registrant information? [If yes, please provide details or references]

· Yes? 

· Dispute Resolution Policy

· Has your country’s ccTLD implemented a domain name dispute resolution policy?

· Yes? 

· If yes, is the policy: 

· Based on the ccTLD best practices for the prevention and resolution of Intellectual Property disputes published by the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)

· If your country’s ccTLD has implemented a domain name dispute resolution policy, who provides the dispute resolution services?

· Local commercial arbitration providers

· International commercial arbitration providers 

· ccTLD conducts its own  

· Government or non-profit service 

· Internationalized Domain Names (IDN) policy

· Does your country’s ccTLD have a policy on IDN? [If yes, please provide details or references]

· No?

III
Commercial issues:

· Does your country’s ccTLD have local presence requirements or restrictions for registration? [If yes, please provide details or references]

· No?

· Does your country’s ccTLD have other restrictions on registration? [If yes, please provide details or references]

· Yes? 

Details:

See http://www.nic.tt

· What registrar model does your country’s ccTLD employ?

· Only the ccTLD can register domains 

· What is the price for ccTLD domain registration in your country?  [Please indicate the cost of a one-year registration]

US $100 for first three years (third level domains)
US $1000 for first three years (second level domains)

· Are there different registration prices for non-residents?

· No?

· Who supervises and/or approves the prices for ccTLD domain registration in your country (apart from general supervision by anti-trust authorities)?

· ccTLD itself (no external supervision apart from anti-trust authorities)

· How fast is your country’s ccTLD registration process? [Please indicate the situation(s) which best describe(s) your ccTLD and provide details] 

· We verify each registration individually to confirm it meets all registration requirements

IV
ccTLD Background:

· Please provide any additional documentation, url references, or other information that is relevant to the ccTLD in your country.  We would in particular appreciate any available information on the historical development of your ccTLD.
Historical Developments

The top-level Internet domain for Trinidad and Tobago is .tt.  In common with other top-level domains, a naming authority administers the .tt domain.  This function is provided for the .tt domain as a public service by the Trinidad and Tobago Network Information Centre Ltd (TTNIC).  The TTNIC is a Limited company, incorporated and based in Trinidad as of April 1998 to date. (Registered Company Number: T278 (95)). 

As is often the case with ccTLDs throughout the world, TTNIC were assigned the administration of the Registry in 1997, as there simply was no other entity to administer the top-level domain at that time.  Prior to 1997, and more specifically in 1991, Saul Han of IANA asked Dr. Peter Hosein  to administer the .tt ccTLD as he had the technical background required for maintaining and updating the .tt zone file.  

Dr. Hosein was a pioneer in those days as he was the first person to obtain dial up authorization to Puerto Rico thereby allowing and facilitating the transfer of information (UUCP files) via the Internet.  This was a significant achievement in 1991 because at that stage even TSTT (the telecom monopoly provider) itself did not have access to the Internet in Trinidad and Tobago. 

TTNIC consists of two Directors, Mr. George Gobin and Dr. Patrick Hosein. These two individuals make up the Domain Registry with Dr. Hosen having responsibility for the technical aspects of this function and Mr. Gobin dealing with the billing and accounting queries.

The TTNIC nameservers are currently located off site; the primary nameserver is located in the United States, and the secondary nameservers are located in Puerto Rico and Maryland.  The primary server is the property of TTNIC and the secondary servers are shared servers.

The Registry is a very small one and there are approximately less than 1500 .tt domain names and they are broken down into the following categories:

Third Level domains:

· .co.tt

· .com.tt

· .gov.tt

· .org.tt

· .mil.tt

· .nom.tt

· .name.tt

· .edu.tt

· .pro.tt

Of the total number of domains registered, less than 370 are second level domain names. If the .tt Registrations increase in number, the Registry’s capacity to deliver a prompt and efficient service will be affected.
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