INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION


Telecommunication�Standardization Bureau


�
��
�
	Geneva, 17 February 1999





�
Ref:�
TSB Collective letter 10/TAS�
�
Contact:�
�
�
Tel:�
+41 22 730 5989�
�
Fax:�
+41 22 730 5853�
�
E-Mail:�
saburo.tanaka@itu.int�
�
�


- To the members of the Regional Tariff Group for Asia and Oceania (TAS Group)�
�



�
Subject:	�
Meeting of the Regional Tariff Group for Asia and Oceania �(TAS Group) in Hong Kong, China (11-14 May 1999)�
�



�
Dear Sir,





1.	During the last meeting of TAS Group held in the Maldives, in May 1998, the TAS Group agreed that the next TAS Group meeting should be scheduled for May 1999, and the Study Group 3 had endorsed this proposal at its meeting in December 1998.  I am now pleased to inform you that TAS Group is to meet from 11 to 14 May 1999 at the kind invitation of Hong Kong Telecom International Limited. The meeting will take place at the Conference Room of Hong Kong Telecom Tower in Hong Kong, China.





2.	The meeting will commence at 9.30 hours on 11 May 1999 and will be restricted to delegates and representatives of administrations and recognized operating agencies of the region, in conformity with §2.1.5 of Section 2 of Resolution 1 of the World Telecommunication Standardization Conference (Geneva, 1996). The registration of delegates will take place on the same morning at the meeting venue as from 8.30 hours.





3.	In agreement with the Chairman of TAS Group, the meeting will be conducted in English without interpretation.





4.	The draft agenda, as prepared by the Chairman of TAS Group, may be found in �Annex 1 hereto.





5.	As it will be seen from the agenda, the purpose of the meeting will be to analyze the results of cost study realized in the TAS region and to study how this cost study can be reflected in the accounting rates negotiation.  TAS Group should also give consideration to the new study items identified during the last TAS meeting.  In preparation for the meeting hereby convened, reference should be made to Report TAS-R 3 (November 1998).  Administrations and recognized operating agencies are invited to submit contributions and also to respond to the TSB Collective letters 8/TAS and 9/TAS of 4 January 1999 concerning the inquiry on the results of the cost study for inward IDD services in direct and transit relations, and the Questionnaire on the movement of accounting rates. 


�



6.	Would you please read carefully Annex 2 to this collective letter which contains practical information kindly provided by the host organization.


	In particular, I would point out that you should announce your participation directly to the host organization (with a copy to the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau) by not later than 15 April 1999, using the participation form attached to Annex 2.





7.	Pursuant to the provisions of Recommendation A.1 of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996), contributions for this meeting shall be submitted to the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB).


	


Contributions which cannot reach the TSB by 15 April 1999 must be sent directly to Hong Kong Telecom at the address given hereunder, with a copy to the TSB. Such delayed contributions must be in English and reach Hong Kong Telecom at least seven working days before the meeting.


�Address for sending delayed contributions :	





Ms Agnes Lee.�	Manager Liaison/International Business�	Hong Kong Telecom


Fax:	+852 29625291�	E-mail: agnes.yw.lee@hkt.com


Yours faithfully,


��H. Zhao�Director of the Telecommunication�Standardization Bureau


�
Annex 1�(to TSB Collective letter 7/TAS)


DRAFT AGENDA





1.	Opening of the meeting��2.	Adoption of the Agenda��3.	Available documents��4.	Election of Vice-Chairperson��5.	Review of TAS Activities��6.	Review of ITU Activities��7.	TAS Cost Model��	a.)	Application of TAS Model in Pacific Islands�	b.)	Review of TAS Model�	c.)	Review of Questionnaires�	d.)	Review of D.500R��8.	Long Run Incremental Cost Model��9.	Principles for Least Cost Routing��10.	Internet��11.	Other business��12.	Next meeting��13.	Report of the meeting


_____________________�


�



Annex 2�(to TSB Collective letter 10/TAS)�


GENERAL INFORMATION FOR THE TAS GROUP MEETING


(Hong Kong, 11-14 May 1999)





A. MEETING INFORMATION


Meeting Dates


10-14 May, 1999


Venue


�Conference Rooms A&B�14/F., Hongkong Telecom Tower�Taikoo Place�979 King’s Road�Quarry Bay�Hong Kong�Tel:	+852 2883 0610�Fax:	+852 2962 5291


3. Hotel Reservation


We have made tentative blocking of hotel rooms at special rate for the TAS Group meeting participants. Please send the enclosed Hotel Reservation form (Attachment 2) to the Secretariat of ITU TAS Hong Kong meeting before 15 April 1999.





Name of Hotel�
Location�
Room Type�
Room Rate�
Access to hotel�(by car)�
�
Harbour View International House�
4 Harbour Road�Wanchai�
Standard�Single / Double�
HK$ 495 nett�
20 mins�
�
Newton Hotel�
218 Electric Road�North Point�
( Harbour View�single/double�
HK$ 550 nett�
7 mins�
�
�
�
( Harbour View�single/double�with American buffet breakfast for one person�
HK$ 600 nett�
7 mins�
�
The Excelsior�
281 Gloucester Road�Causeway Bay�
Standard Room�Single/double�
HK$ 960.50 nett�
15 mins�
�



�
Transportation to the hotels


Hotel Shuttle Service


	Departures are scheduled every 30 minutes from Chek Lap Kok Airport and every 45-60 minutes from the hotel. Cost for passenger (one way) is:��		The Excelsior					HK$	140�		Harbour View International House		HK$	140�		Newton Hotel					HK$	120


�4.2 Airport Express Line (AEL)


	The AEL car afford luxury seats with “business class-style” comfort, with ample provisions for luggage, HK$ 70 from the airport to the Hong Kong Station in Central. You can take a taxi for transfer to hotel.�	Free in-town check-in services at the Hong Kong AEL station: luggage trolleys & porter service available. Plus information, customers and left luggage service counters and flight schedule indicators.�	Operating from 6:00 am - 1:00 am, every 8 minutes.��4.3 Taxis


	Since routes and distances are subject to change, the HK$ 350 fare is only an estimate. Quoted fare includes charges levied for a journey through toll tunnel and/or bridge.


5. Registration


You are requested to register for the TAS Hong Kong Meeting before 15 April 1999 with the enclosed Registration Form (Attachment 1) sent directly to:


Mrs. Agnes Lee�Manager Liaison/Int’l Business�HongKong Telecom�Tel:		+852 28830610�Fax:		+852 29625291�E-mail:	agnes.yw.lee@hkt.com





B. GENERAL INFORMATION 


1. Information about Hong Kong


Hong Kong is now a Special Administrative Region of China with a high degree of autonomy, operating under the arrangement of “One Country, Two Systems”.���
It retains its own legal, social and economic systems which means no change in lifestyle for residents and visitors alike.��Hong Kong has over six million people living on a land mass of around 1.100 sq.km. It is one of the world’s largest banking centers, and its people have the highest life expectancy in the world. It has produced the world’s longest services of films (103) and operates the longest outdoor escalator. It has the largest Chinese restaurant and the busiest McDonalds. It not only has the largest horse-racing betting turnover but also the biggest bronze Buddha in the world.


Its economic record is even more impressive. Hong Kong has one of the most sophisticated and successful telecommunications markets in the world. This small city of just over six and a half million people is the world’s seventh largest trading entity. It is one of the world’s largest exporters and busiest container port. Hong Kong is China’s biggest overseas investor.


It is also one of the easiest destinations to travel to and experience, thanks to its compact size, superb transportation system and the fact that English is widely-spoken.


2. Climate��Temperature :	18ºC to 27ºC�Humidity:		Around 77%�Prevailing Conditions: Occasional mist and rain showers�What to wear: Have sweaters and showerproof jackets ready


3. Electricity��The voltage is 220V.


4. Foreign currency exchange��1 USD = 7.748 HK$ (as of January 23, 1999)��Currencies of major nations, foreign bank notes, and traveler’s checks can be exchanged into Hong Kong dollars at any bank or major hotels. The exchange rate is subject to change with market fluctuations.


5. Credit Cards��Hotels and main shops accept major credit cards, such as American Express, Master, Diners and Visa.


6. Passport and Visa��Most countries may not need a visa to visit Hong Kong, except Iran. Please contact the China Embassy for further information.


7. Health requirements��No vaccinations or any specific health certification requirements are needed.


�
Attachment 1�(to Annex 2 to TSB Collective letter 10/TAS)


Please complete a separate form for each delegate and return by 15 April 1999 to :


Mrs. Agnes Lee�Manager Liaison/Int’l Business�HongKong Telecom Fax: +852 29625291 or e-mail: agnes.yw.lee@hkt.com


with a copy to TSB, Fax.+41 22 730 5853��


PARTICIPATION FORM�
�



TAS GROUP MEETING


Hong Kong, 10-14 May 1999�








Last Name :�
�
	First Name :�
�
�
Title or position�
�
�
�
�
Organisation Name�
�
�
�
�
Country :�
�
�
�
�
Business Address : �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Tel:�
�
	Fax:�
�
�
E-mail:�
�
�
�
�
Private address during the meeting:�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Tel:�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Date:�
�
                             Signature�
�
�
�
Attachment 2�(to Annex 2 to TSB Collective letter 10/TAS)


HOTEL RESERVATION FORM�
�
(The deadline for early registration is 15 April 1999)�





TAS GROUP MEETING


Hong Kong, 10-14 May 1999








Last Name :�
�
First Name :�
�
�
Organisation Name�
�
�
�
�
Country :�
�
�
�
�
Business Address : �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Tel�
�
Fax�
�
E-mail�
�
�
Hotel Section (Please tick your preference):�
�
�
�
�
Harbour View International House�
Standard single�
(�
�
�
�
Standard double�
(�
�
�
New Hotel�
Harbour view single�
(�
	Harbour view single with breakfast�
(�
�
�
Harbour view double�
(�
	Harbour view double with one breakfast�
(�
�
The Excelsior�
Standard single�
(�
�
�
�
Standard double�
(�
�
�
�
�
Name(s) of people sharing the room :�
�
�
�
�
Arrival Date�
�
Flight�
�
Time�
�
�
Departure Date�
�
Flight�
�
Time�
�
�
�
�
Hotel Shuttle service required		Yes	(			No	(�
�
In order to guarantee hotel accommodation, credit card details are required.�
�
Visa	(		MasterCard (		Diners (		American Express  (	Others�
�
�
Cardholder’s Name�
�
Card Number�
�
�
Expiry Date:�
�
�
�
�
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(





Place des Nations	Telephone 	+41 22 730 51 11	Telex 421 000 uit ch	Internet:	itumail@itu.int


CH-1211 Geneva 20	Telefax	Gr3:	+41 22 733 72 56	Telegram ITU GENEVE	X.400 	S=itumail; P=itu


Switzerland		Gr4:	+41 22 730 65 00		A=400net; C=ch
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