INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION


Telecommunication�Standardization Bureau�
��
�
	


	    Geneva, 19 January 1999





Ref:�
TSB Collective-letter 5/TAL





�
�
�
Tel:�Fax:�
+41 22 730 5989�+41 22 730 5853�
-	To the Administrations of the Member States of the Union and to ITU-T Sector Members participating in the work of the Tariff Group for Latin America and the Caribbean�
�



Subject:�
Meeting of the Tariff Group for Latin America�and the Caribbean (TAL Group)�Tobago, 17-19 March 1999�
�



Dear Sir,





1	Further to the decision taken by Study Group 3, which met from 8 to 15 December 1998 in Geneva, I should like to inform you that a meeting of the Tariff Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (TAL Group) is to take place in Tobago at the kind invitation of the Ministry of Information, Communications, Training and Distance Learning of Trinidad and Tobago. The meeting will take place at the Mount Irvine Bay Hotel, Tobago.





2	The meeting will open at 0930 hours on the first day and will be restricted to delegates and representatives of administrations and recognized operating agencies, in conformity with §2.1.5 of Section 2 of Resolution 1 of the World Telecommunication Standardization Conference�(Geneva, 1996). 





3	An interpretation service will be provided for the meeting in accordance with the provisions in force.





4	The draft agenda, as prepared in consultation with the Chairman of the TAL Group, is set out in Annex 1 hereto.





5	As it will be seen from the agenda, TAL Group should give consideration to the study items identified during the last TAL Group meeting.  In preparation for the meeting here convened, reference should be made to Report TAL-R 2.  Administrations and recognized operating agencies are invited to submit contributions and also to respond to the TSB Collective letter 4/TAL of 11 December 1998 concerning the movement of accounting rates.





6	Would you please read carefully Annex 2 to this collective letter which contains practical information  kindly provided by the host organization. In particular, I would point out that you should announce your participation directly to the host organization (with copy to the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau) not later than 17 February 1999, using the participation form attached to Annex 2.�






7	Pursuant to the provisions of Recommendation A.1 of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996), contributions to the work of the Group shall be submitted to the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB).





	Contributions which cannot reach the TSB by 17 February 1999 must be sent directly to the host organization at the address given here under, with a copy to the TSB. Such delayed contributions should reach the host organization at least seven working days before the meeting.�	


Address for sending delayed contributions: 





		Mr. Cleveland Thomas


	 or	Ms. Gloria Corneal�		TSTT


		P.O. Box 917


		Frederick Street


		PORT-OF-SPAIN


		Trinidad - West Indies


		Tel:	+1 868 623 2837


		Fax:	+1 868 624 5941


		E-mail: clevthom@tstt.net.tt


		


		





Yours faithfully,


Th. Irmer�Director of the Telecommunication�Standardization Bureau














Annexes: 2





�
  ANNEX 1�     (to TSB Collective-letter 5/TAL)





Draft agenda�


	1.	Opening of meeting


	2.	Adoption of the agenda


	3.	Review and follow-up of the TAL Group activities


	4.	Results of the meetings of Study Group 3


	5.	Replies to the Questionnaire on tariffs in the TAL Region


	6.	Examination of new international accounting systems


	7.	Study of the impact of accounting-rate reform for the TAL Region


	8.	Cost model for the TAL Group


	9.	General tariff issues of interest to the TAL Group (call-back, refile, Internet, etc.)


	10.	Other business


	11.	Closure of the meeting


�
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ANNEX 2�(to TSB Collective-letter 5/TAL)








General Information for the TAL Group meeting 


Tobago, 17-19 March 1999





	Meeting Information


�1.	Venue


The TAL Group meeting is to be held at the Mount Irvine Bay Hotel, Tobago, in the period �17th to 19th March 1999. The full address of the meeting venue is as follows :


	Mount Irvine Bay Hotel�	P.O. Box 222�	Scarborough�	Mount Irvine, Tobago�	Tel:	+1 868 6398871�	Fax:	+1 868 6398800


�2.	Hotel Accommodation


Accommodation arrangements have been made with Mount Irvine Bay Hotel at the following special rates:


		Single Occupancy : 	US$	110.00 per night


		Double Occupancy :	US$	110.00 per night


		Taxes :		Room Rates subject to 10% service charge and 


				10 % room tax


Meals : For budgeting purposes, delegates should be advised to be equipped with adequate funds to cover their meal charges. The approximate cost is US$ 54.00 per person per day, (including breakfast, lunch and dinner). Meal rates are subject to 10% service charge and 15% VAT.


Coffee Breaks : US$ 4.00 per person (including pastries, tea, coffee and juice)





Transportation


The nearest airport is Crown Point International Airport, Tobago. The hotel is 10 minutes away from the airport (Taxi fee is about US$ 10.00). However, there are more international flights to Piarco International Airport, Trinidad. Between Piarco Airport and Crown Point Airport, there are frequent domestic flights.


Registration


Please use the attached form to register your participation. Forms are to be sent directly to the following address before 17th February 1999: 


					�					Ms. Rae Ann Harper-Walters


					TSTT


					P.O. Box 917


					PORT-OF-SPAIN


					Tel:	+1 868 625 0648


					Fax:	+1 868 623 3836


					E-mail: rwalters@tstt.net.tt


�



Meeting Secretariat Arrangement


The meeting secretariat office will be established at the meeting venue (Mount Irvine Bay Hotel). Typing, photocopying, facsimile, internet and telephone facilities will be provided.








B.		General Information about the Host Country





Trinidad and Tobago


Trinidad and Tobago is the southernmost country of the Caribbean. A ‘twin-island’ State, the two islands are one entity administratively and politically, but their differences ecologically and culturally are fascinating.





Population : According to the latest estimates, the combines population of our ‘twin-island’ Republic is 1.3 million - most of whom live in Trinidad. The population of Tobago is less


than 50.000.


Language : The official language is English.


Geography and climate : Trinidad has an area of 4.800 square Km. Tobago’s area is approximately 300 Square Km. Situated off the northeast coast of South America, Trinidad and Tobago has a tropical climate with an average temperature of 26.5 C (78F). The relative humidity, under dry conditions, can range from 50% to 65%. Average annual rainfall is 2.000 millimetres (80 inches). The year is divided between wet and dry seasons: the first six months being generally dry, with heavy rains occurring in the second half.


Visa��All Visitors will require a valid passport for entry into Trinidad and Tobago. Delegates are kindly requested to contact the Embassy or Consulate of Trinidad and Tobago in their country of residence to inquire about the need for further entry requirements such as visa. You can also contact Ms. Rae Ann Harper-Walters, Corporate Communication Manager at TSTT.


Currency and Credit Cards


The TT dollar floats against the US dollar and is subject to market variations and fluctuations. At January 18 th , 1999 the exchange rate was :


				Sterling 	£1.00 = TT$ 10.3657


				US		$1.00 = TT$ 6.283


The following credit cards are accepted at major hotels and most business places : American Express, Visa, Master Card, Diners.


Water


Pipe-borne water is safe to drink and bottled water is widely available for purchase.


5.	Electrical Appliances / Equipment


The standard power supply is 120 volts 60Hz. There are no restrictions barring the entry of portable equipment e.g. laptop computers, tape-recorders, etc. 


Dress


Light clothing is most appropriate for your visit. While dress is mainly informal for both meetings and social gatherings, it is recommended that you wear business attire for formal occasions.





Attachment : 1�



Attachment


(to Annex 2 to TSB Circular 5/TAL)





Please complete a separate form for each delegate and return by 17 February 1999 to :


Ms. Rae Ann Harper-Walters, TSTT, Trinidad and Tobago


Fax: +1 868 6233836


E-mail: rwalters@tstt.net.tt


with a copy to the TSB : Fax: +41 22 7305853








PARTICIPATION FORM�
�



TAL GROUP MEETING


Tobago, 17-19 March 1999





Last Name :�
�
	First Name :�
�
�
Title or position�
�
�
�
�
Organisation Name�
�
�
�
�
Country :�
�
�
�
�
Business Address : �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Tel:�
�
	Fax:�
�
�



Hotel accommodation required :�



	Yes�



	No�
�
�
Check-in date :�
�
	Check-out date :�
�
�
Type of room : �
	Single�
Double�
�
�
�Flight Information :�
�
�
�
�
�
Date of Arrival :�
�
Time:�
�
Flight No�
�
�
�
Date of Departure :�
�
Time:�
�
Flight No�
�
�
�   Special Requirements/Additional Information�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Special Dietary Requirements�
�
�
�
�
�
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