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Geneva, 26 February 2002

	Ref:
	TSB Collective-letter 4/TAF


	

	Tel:
Fax:

E-mail:

	+41 22 730 5989
+41 22 730 5853
tsbsg3@itu.int
	-
To Members of the Regional Tariff Group for Africa (TAF Group)


	Subject:
	Meeting of the Tariff Group for Africa
Arusha, Tanzania, 17-19 April 2002


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
In accordance with the schedule of meetings adopted by Study Group 3 at its meeting in Geneva in December 2001, the meeting of the Tariff Group for African countries (TAF Group) will be held from 17 (afternoon) to 19 April 2002 in Arusha at the kind invitation of Tanzania Communications Commission.

Pursuant to Resolution 26 (Assistance to the Regional Tariff Groups) adopted by WTSA-2000, the meeting will take place immediately after the tariff seminar for African countries to be held from 
15 to 17 April 2002 (for more detailed information on the seminar, please refer to the letter of invitation to be sent out shortly by BDT).

2
The TAF Group meeting will start at 1430 hours on 17 April 2002 at the Arusha International Conference Center (AICC), Tanzania. Delegate registration will take place at the venue as from 0800 hours on Monday, 15 April 2002. As agreed with the Chairman of the Group, the working languages of the meeting will be English and French. 

3
The draft agenda of the meeting, prepared in consultation with the Chairman of the Group, is set out in Annex 1 hereto. I would like to draw your attention to the fact that you might usefully prepare for the meeting by referring to the summary record of the previous TAF Group meeting (Report TAF –R 1, Niamey, 2001).

4
As mentioned in the second paragraph of § 1 above, you will shortly be receiving a letter of invitation from BDT for the seminar to be held just before the TAF Group meeting. The letter will contain practical information provided by the host organization on hotel reservation, arrival arrangements, administrative formalities, etc., together with a registration form.

5
Pursuant to the provisions of Recommendation A.1 of WTSA (Montreal, 2000), contributions to the work of the TAF Group shall be submitted to the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB).

Delayed contributions which cannot be sent to the TSB by 3 April 2002 should be sent directly to Tanzania Communications Commission (TCC), with a copy to TSB. Such delayed contributions should reach TCC at least seven working days before the meeting.

Delayed contributions should be sent to: 

Dr. Raynold Mfungahema
TCC
Tel: +255 22 211 8947
Fax: +255 22 211 6664
E-mail: mfungahema@tcc.go.tz
Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1

ANNEX 1

(to TSB Collective-letter 4/TAF)

DRAFT AGENDA FOR THE TAF GROUP MEETING 
(17 in the afternoon to 19 April 2002)

1
Opening of the meeting

2
Adoption of the agenda

3
Results of ITU-D Study Group 1 meeting

4
Results of the previous meeting of Study Group 3

5
Adoption of the last meeting report

6
Summary Report of the TAF Group activities

7
Priorities for the TAF Group

7.1 Discussion of the tariff situation in Africa, results of the questionnaire

7.2 Discussion on the abusive use of overflow

7.3
Discussion and review of the TAF Group cost model

7.4
Discussion on the implementation of the TAF Group cost model.

8
General tariff issues of interest to Africa 

8.1
Contribution to implementation of Recommendation D.50

8.2
Accounting system in connection with “IP telephony”

8.3
IP and switched network interconnection

8.4
Application of Recommendation D.600R

8.5
Tariff rebalancing

8.6
Implications of new technologies for African incumbent operators

8.7
Accounting rates for calls terminating on mobile networks

8.8
Interconnection between fixed and mobile networks.

9
Work program and schedule

9.1 
Program of future works

9.2 
Assignment of works

9.3 
Next meeting

10
Other business
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