







To:	Participants in TMN Experts Group Meetings (Bangalore, India, 6-13 January 1999) and the seminar on TMN (14-15 January 1999)





From:	David J. Sidor

	Chairman

	ITU-T Study Group 4





Subject:	Meeting of TMN Experts [ITU-T SG 4 Questions 12, 14, 15, 17, 20, 21 (V5) & 21 (IN + IMT-2000)], from 6 to 13 January 1999, and a Seminar on TMN, 14-15 January 1999, Bangalore, India











During the meeting of ITU-T Study Group 4 in June 1998, it was agreed that interim meetings of Rapporteurs Groups for Q.12/4, 14/4, 15/4, 17/4, 20/4, 21/4 (V5) & 21/4 (IN + IMT-2000) will be held from 6 to 13 January 1999.



At the kind invitation of the Indian Department of Telecommunications (DoT), New Delhi, these meetings will be held in Bangalore (India).  The meetings will be followed by a seminar on TMN.  The seminar will cover different topics on TMN, presented by ITU-T Study Group 4 leaders as well as experts from the Indian DoT and local companies.



Relevant information on the meetings, hotels, travel and registration are attached.  The opening plenary will start at 09.00 hours on 6 January 1999, followed by a number of parallel Rapporteurs Groups meetings until 13 January morning.  The meeting will end with a closing plenary on 13 January 1999.



Would you please complete, as early as possible, the registration form in Attachment A and return to:



		Mr. D. Ravi Shankar			Tel.:	+91 80 220 4567

		Chief Adm. Officer				+91 80 226 3399

		C-DOT					Fax:	+91 80 226 3256

		Bangalore					Email: Ravishan@cdotb.ernet.in
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Essential information about the meeting





1.	Meeting venue:			Taj Residency Hotel

						Tel.:	+91 80 558 4444

						Fax:	+91 80 558 4746



	The organizers negotiated a preferential rate for the meeting rooms and guest rooms on a 'block reservation' basis.  Although you are free to choose another hotel as listed below, you are requested to take into account the convenience of the host.





2.	Hotels



	As mentioned above, Taj Residency has been selected at an advantageous rate for the participants as follows:

Taj Residency Hotel:		single:	US $110		[normal rates: single: US $168.75;

41/3 Mahatma Gandhi Road

Bangalore 5600 01 (India)

							double:	US $120				    double US $187.50]

		(Breakfast is included in the price.  Buffet lunch will be available at midday at 						approximately US $10 per person)



	Other hotels are as follows:

Oberoi Hotel:			single:	US $281.25

		Tel.:	+91 80 558 5858		double:	US $312.50

		Fax:	+91 80 558 5960



Capitol Hotel:			single:	US $81.25

		Tel.:	+91 80 228 1234		double:	US $93.75

		Fax:	+91 80 225 9922



Note:	15% Luxury tax and 10% Expenditure tax are included in the price for all three hotels.





3.	Meeting Secretariat



	A secretariat will be set up in one of the rooms in the hotel where the following facilities will be available:



three IBM-compatible PCs

two PC printers

one fax machine + phone

two IDD telephones

two copying machines.



The TSB Counsellor for Study Group 4 will be available to coordinate the logistic support for meeting rooms, document production, liaison communication, etc.
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4.	Documentation



	Documents for TMN EG meetings (6-13 January 1999) should be sent electronically to:



	(1)	A.M. Ganguli	(up to 20 December 1998)

			TSB Counsellor

			Email: ganguli@itu.int



	(2)	D. Ravi Shankar	(after 20 December 1998)

			Chief Adm. Officer

			C-DOT, Bangalore

		Email: Ravishan@cdotb.ernet.in



	Documents brought in by the delegates (on diskettes) will be treated and copied with some delay.



	Presentations for the seminar should be sent to the TSB Counsellor electronically, latest by 10 December 1998.





5.	Visa/Entry Permit requirements



	Your local Indian Consular service (visa service) might ask for documentary proof of this professional meeting before issuing a visa.



	To meet this purpose, the TSB Counsellor has prepared an introductory letter announcing the meeting as attached in Annex B.  In most cases, this should meet the purpose.  For some countries, the visa issuing office might insist on an invitation letter from the host.  If so, please contact the TSB Counsellor.



	It is advised that you proceed with your visa application, preferably through your travel agent, immediately, to avoid a last-minute rush and disappointment.





6.	Miscellaneous



Tea/coffee service:  During the morning and afternoon coffee breaks, tea, coffee, soft drinks and snacks will be served by the host.

Currency exchange/traveller cheques/credit cards:  All major traveller cheques and credit cards are accepted by the hotel.

	Major currencies might be convertible at the hotel or else at the banks within reasonable distance.

Post office:  A large PO is situated within a short distance of the hotel.





7.	Additional information



	You will find in Attachment C some additional information on Bangalore.
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Attachment A



Meetings, Seminar and Hotel Registration Form



TMN Experts Group Meetings & Seminar

(Bangalore, 6-15 January 1999)



(For more than one participant, please make copies of this form)



This registration form should be faxed to:

		Mr. Ravi Shankar		Fax:	+91 80 226 3256

		Chief Adm. Officer		Tel.	+91 80 220 4567

		C-DOT, Bangalore.





Family Name: …………………………………………………………………………………………



First Name: ……………………………………………………………………………………………



Organization/Company/Employer: …………………………………………………………………



Address: ………………………………………………………………………………………………



…………………………………………………………………………………………………………



Fax: ……………………………………………



Tel. (Office) ……………………………………	Tel. (Home) ……………………(in case of emergency)



1.	I shall attend the TMN EG meetings (6-13 January 1999)		(	YES

												(	NO



2.	I shall attend the Seminar on TMN (14-15 January 1999)		(	YES

												(	NO



3.	I require a room in Taj Residency Hotel				(	YES		(	Single

														(	Double

											(	NO

	(Single, US $110 & Double, US $120, tax included)

	If yes, Arrival (check-in) date: …………………….

		 Departure (check-out) date ………………………



4.	I shall join the sight-seeing tour organized and borne by the		(	Saturday

	host on Saturday (9 January) & Sunday (10 January)				(	Sunday

	[Tentative itinerary: Mysore City, Srirangapatna, Bangalore and its vicinity]
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Attachment B

INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION

Telecommunication�Standardization Bureau

����	Geneva, 20 November 1998

A SPECIALIZED AGENCY OF THE UNITED NATIONS

Ref:�COM4��From:�A. Ganguli, TSB Counsellor, SG 4

��Tel:�+41 22 730 5882/5414��Fax:�+41 22 730 5853��E-Mail:�ganguli@itu.int��



To whom it may concern



There will be an official ITU-T SG 4 meeting held in Bangalore (India) on the kind invitation of the Indian Department of Telecommunications (DoT), New Delhi, from 6 to 13 January 1999, followed by a Seminar on TMN on 14 and 15 January 1999.



For verification, one or more of the following persons may be contacted:



Mr. N.K. Sinha

	Member (Technology)

	Telecom Commission (New Delhi)

	Tel.:	+91 11 371 1550

	Fax:	+91 11 331 0739

Mr. R.N. Bharadwaj

		DDG-IR

		DoT (New Delhi)

		Tel.:	+91 11 371 1872

		Fax:	+91 11 371 6629

Mr. D. Ravi Shankar

	Chief Adm. Officer (B)

	C-DOT

	Bangalore

	Tel.:	+91 80 220 4567

		+91 80 226 3399

	Fax:	+91 80 226 3256
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SOME INFORMATION ON BANGALORE
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THE MAGIC OF BANGALORE ………



Bangalore, a quaint town founded in 1537 by a far-sighted local chief, Kempe Gowda, the cosmopolitan capital city of Karnataka is now one of Asia's fastest growing cities.



A key commercial and industrial centre, the city combines the vibrant pace of a modern metropolis with an endearing old world charm.  Its pleasant climate, innumerable parks, gardens, lakes, verdant tree-lined avenues immediately captivate the visitor.



A shopper's paradise, everything from the renowned Mysore silks to avant garde fashion, from sandalwood carvings to a plethora of wooden toys, Bangalore has it all.



Pamper your tastebuds at the many eateries - authentic South Indian, Mughlai, Continental of even Italian fare.



Be bowled over by the culture of historic monuments, modern multi-storey buildings, shopping plazas, tranquil parks, the rustling of silk, the fragrance of sandalwood exotic cuisine and friendly people.





AREA AND POPULATION



The Bangalore Urban agglomeration has an area of roughly 400 sq. kms. And has a poopulation of around 5 million.  Bangalore is a cosmopolitan city housing people from all walks of life.  It is one of the fastest expanding cities.  Technological developments and government policies and tax structures encouraging foreign investments, have attracted people from all over the world to pursue business activities in Bangalore.





LANGUAGE SPOKEN



The official language of the Government of Karnataka is Kannada.  Almost all the Indian languages viz. Hindi, Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam are spoken here.  English is understood and spoken by a fairly large part of the population.





COMMERCIAL AREAS



Some of the prominent commercial centres are Commercial Street, Brigade Road, M.G. Road, Shoppers Stop on Magrath Road, K.R. Market, Majestic etc.



The famous sandalwood items of Karnataka, cherished all over the world, are available at Cauvery Arts & Handicrafts Emporium on M.G. Road.  The prestigious KSIC saris, with pure gold jari borders, are also available at all KSIC showrooms, i.e. M.G. Road, Majestic, etc.  Other handicrafts and antiques of Karnataka and from other States can be purchased from the following centres:



1.	Cauvery, Marnataka State Arts & Crafts Emporium, M.G. Road

2.	Poomphuhar, Tamil Nadu State Handicrafts, Brigade Road

3.	Kairali, Kerala State Handicrafts Emporium, M.G. Road

4.	Central Cottage Industries Emporium, M.G. Road

5.	Rajasthan Handicrafts Emporium, Public Utility Building, M.G. Road

6.	Purbashree, Residency Road

7.	Natesan's Antiquarts, M.G. Road

8.	Sudharshan Handicrafts Emporium, M.G. Road





WEATHER



Bangalore is known for its salubrious climate.  The maximum and minimum temperature during summer and winter is 37(C and 13(C respectively.  It is nicknamed "The Air Conditioned City".  Bangalore gets the south-west as well as the north-east monsoon rainfall in abundance between July and October and April and May regularly.  During January, the weather is chill and dry and generally light warm clothing is recommended.





PLACES OF TOURIST INTEREST:



CUBBON PARK



This beautiful park sprawls over an area of 300 acres of shady bowers and colourful flower beds with exquisite fairy fountain, bandstand and stately statues.  It houses the Public Library, High Court, Technology Museum, Aquarium and the Jawahar Bal Bhavan.



VIDHANA SOUDHA



The granite structure built in neo-Dravidian style with its door made of pure sandalwood, houses the Secretariat and the State Legislature.



GOVERNMENT MUSEUM



One of the oldest Museums established in 1886.  It houses splendid collections of archaeology, art and numismatics exhibits.



VISVESWARAYA INDUSTRIAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL MUSEUM



This museum attempts to inculcate people to a science consciousness.  It exhibits Science and Technology for industry and human welfare.  Seminars, lectures and film shows on scientific subjects are held periodically here.



LALBABH



These famous botanical gardens were originally planned and laid out 200 years ago by Haider Ali.  Tipu Sultan further imported plants from abroad and now Lal Babh has over 1,000 varieties of trees and plants.  Within the gardens is the Glass House built during 1890 on the model of the Crystal Palace of London.  A giant Electronic Quartz Flower Clock, seven metres in diameter, can be seen at the gardens.





THE FORT



The Fort, situated opposite the City Market, is constructed in the Islamic style with beautiful arches.  A Ganapathi Temple is located within its precincts which carries exquisite carvings of Sri Krishna playing his flute on one of its outer walls, while within, there is a fine statue of Lord Ganesh, which still attracts devotees.  Originally built in mud by Kempe Gowda in 1537.



TIPU'S PALACE



Situated near the fort, the palace begun by Haidar was completed by Tipu himself in 1791 and was used as his summer palace.  It was known as "Rashk-e-janmat" the Envy of Heaven.  Constructed largely of wood, it is known for the five elaborately decorated arches surmounted by exquisite minarets and paintings on the walls and ceilings.



MAJOR INDUSTRIES



Bangalore, mainly due to the fact that its climate is very salubrious and its people are cultured and accommodative, in the early independent days, was chosen for locating almost all the major public sector industries like Indian Telephone Industries, Bharat Electronics Ltd., Hindustan Machine Tools Ltd., Hindustan Aeronautical Ltd.  Bangalore now flaunts of having many MNCs like Hewlett Packard, Motorola, Oracle, AT&T etc. and with the influx of these MNCs, Bangalore has earned the reputation of being the Silicon Valley of India.



EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS



Bangalore boasts of having reputed professional institutes like the Indian Institute of Science, Indian Institute of Management and Institute of Mental Health and Neuro Sciences, popularly known as NIMHANS, is the only one of its kind in India.  Apart from these prestigious institutions, one can study in the innumerable excellent educational institutions, right from the pre-school stage to professional degree level.





TRANSPORT:



AIR



Bangalore Airport is located about 8 km from M.G. Road area in the city.  It caters for both domestic and international flights.



DOMESTIC AIRLINES



Indian Airlines:



Indian Airlines connects Bangalore by regular flights to Delhi, Bombay, Chennai (Madras), Calcutta, Hyderabad, Goa and Thiruvananthapuram.



(	2211914



Address: Cauvery Bhavan, K.G. Road



Private Airlines:



Apart from Indian Airlines, there are also a few private airlines which connect Bangalore regularly with Bombay, Delhi, Chennai, Calcutta, etc.  The following are some of the private airlines:



Jet Airways:



(	2276620



Address: Sunrise Chambers, Ulsoor Road, Bangalore



Sahara Airlines:



(	5589848



Address: Richmond Circle, Richmond Road, Bangalore





INTERNATIONAL AIRLINES:



Air India:



Operates three days a week on fixed days to Singapore, New York, Chicago, Dubai, London.



(	2277747



Address: Unity buildings, J.C. Road, Bangalore.



Indian Air Lines:



Operates three days a week on fixed days to Singapore and Sharjah.



(	2211914



Address: Cauvery Bhavan, K.G. Road.



Airport coach transfers run by the Karnataka State Road Transport Corporation, tourist taxis, pre-paid taxi services provide convenient and speedy transfers to and from the Airport.





RAIL:



Bangalore is connected to the rest of the country by rail services.  It connects Bombay, Delhi, Calcutta, Chennai and many other small and major towns of the country.  Udayan Express, Madras Express, Brindavan Express, Rajdhani Express, Shatabdi Express, Konkan Railways etc. are some of the important rail services.









AMENITIES ON TRAINS:



AC Chair Cars

Catering arrangements

Bed Rolls

Medical Aid

Railway Personnel - AC Coach attendants, Sleeper Coach Travelling Ticket Examiner, etc.



To enable foreign tourists to visit places of tourist interest all over India, Railways has a scheme whereby foreign tourists can avail of the Indrail Pass, which enables them to travel wherever they want within a specific time period, at an all-inclusive fare.  The Indrail pass can be paid for only in US $ or pound sterling.





ROAD:



Bangalore is located at the junction of National Highways 4, 7 and 48 which connect it to all parts of the country with good roads.  All neighbouring State Road Transport Corporations from Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra and Goa, connect the city with their respective states.





LOCAL TRANSPORT:



The City bus service is efficient and economical.





HOSPITALS:



Bangalore also has very prestigious specialized super specialty medical centres like Manipal Hospital, Mallaya Hospital, Vockhardt Heart Centre, Bangalore Heart Centre, Bangalore Kidney Foundation Centre. etc.
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