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	Subject:

	Meeting of Study Group 16 with a view to approving one addendum, two amendments, two corrigenda to existing Recommendations, seven draft revised and 11 draft new Recommendations in accordance with the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996)

Geneva, 8 and 17 February 2000


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
At the request of the Chairperson of Study Group 16, Multimedia Services and Systems, I have the honour to inform you that this Study Group, which will meet from 7 to 18 February 2000, intends to apply the procedure described in Resolution 1, Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996) for the approval of one addendum, two amendments, two corrigenda to existing Recommendations, seven draft revised and 11 draft new Recommendations.

2
The summaries and locations of the draft revised ITU-T Recommendations and draft new ITU-T Recommendations proposed for approval will be found in Annex 1.

3
Any ITU Member State or Sector Member aware of a patent held by itself or others which may fully or partly cover elements of the draft Recommendations proposed for approval is requested to disclose such information to the TSB, in accordance with TSB patent policy (see Resolution 1, Appendix 1 to Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996)).

Available patent information can be accessed on-line via the ITU-T Website.

4
Having regard to the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 8, I should be grateful if you would inform me by 2400 hours UTC on 26 January 1999 whether your Administration assigns authority to Study Group 16 that these draft revised or new Recommendations should be considered for approval at the Study Group meeting.


Should any Member States be of the opinion that consideration for approval should not proceed, they should advise their reasons for disapproving and indicate the possible changes that would facilitate further consideration and approval of the draft revised or new Recommendations.

5
If 70% or more of the replies from Member States support consideration for approval of these draft revised or new Recommendations at the Study Group meeting, two Plenary session will be devoted on 8 and 17 February 2000 to apply the approval procedure.

I accordingly invite your Administration to send a representative to the meeting. The Administrations of Member States of the Union are invited to supply the name of the Head of their delegation. If your Administration wishes to be represented at the meeting by a recognized operating agency, a scientific or industrial organization or another entity dealing with telecommunication matters, the Director should be duly informed, in accordance with Article 19, No. 239, of the Convention of the International Telecommunication Union (Geneva, 1992), as amended by the Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto, 1994).

6
The agenda, registration form and all relevant information concerning the Study Group 16 meeting will be available from Collective-letter 7/16.

7
Information on the meeting room will be displayed on the screens at the entrances to the ITU headquarters building.

8
After the meeting, the Director of TSB will notify, in a circular, the decision taken on these Recommendations. This information will also be published in the ITU Notification.

Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1

ANNEX 1

(to TSB Circular 228)

Summaries and location of the ITU-T Recommendations for
approval at the meeting of Study Group 16

(Geneva, 8 and 17 February 2000)

1.  Addendum to ITU-T Recommendation T.140 (published in COM 16-R 48)

This addendum adds a marker for missing text to T.140

2.  Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation V.24 - List of definitions for interchange circuits between data terminal equipment (DTE) and data circuit-terminating equipment (DCE) (published in COM 16-R 48)
This Recommendation applies to the interconnecting circuits being called interchange circuits at the interface between DTE and DCE for the transfer of binary data, control and timing signals as appropriate. This Recommendation also applies to both sides of separate intermediate equipment, which may be inserted between these two classes of equipment.

3.  Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation V.110 - Support by an ISDN of data terminal equipments with V-series type interfaces (published in COM 16-111)

This Recommendation defines Terminal Adaptor (TA) functions for the connection of terminals having interfaces conforming to current V-Series Recommendations to the ISDN for both circuit switched and leased circuit services. This includes the following functions:

–
conversion of electrical and mechanical interface characteristics;

–
bit rate adaptation;

–
end-to-end synchronization of entry to and exit from the data transfer phase;

–
call establishment and disestablishment based on either manual or automatic calling and/or automatic answering.

–
local and end-to-end flow control to support DTEs of differing bit rates.

4.  Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation F.700 - Framework Recommendation for audiovisual/multimedia services (published in COM 16-108)

This Recommendation provides a methodology for constructing multimedia services which is timely and responsive to the needs of both the End‑User and Service Provider. This methodology is based on a modular approach using a set of network independent building blocks or other communications capabilities being developed within ITU‑T.

The methodology described in this Recommendation is intended for use in developing a series of General Service Recommendations which combine the required modular elements in order to build generic services (e.g. for Multimedia Conferencing Service, Multimedia Distribution Service, etc.). These recommendations provide functional descriptions of services that are independent from the networks that support them. Because different networks may have different performance and bring different constraints, a related series of network specific recommendations describes the way the services are adapted on each particular network. 

The service descriptions are not intended to impose a particular and detailed way of offering the services, but to  provide the minimum set of functions and performance parameters necessary for achieving a sufficient quality of service and for insuring communication between users served by different service providers. Manufacturers and service providers are free to offer additional functions and enhanced quality of service.

5.  Draft new ITU-T Recommendation T.137 (ex-T.MRM) - Virtual meeting room management - services and protocol (published in COM 16-109)

This Recommendation defines the functionality required to deliver a combined voice and data conferencing (audiographics) service, it is architected to deliver such services using generic and extensible mechanisms that are independent of the underlying transports used for delivering the real time media streams. 

In future revisions this scope is expected to broaden to cover all media services used within a conference.

This protocol extends the Generic Conference Control Recommendation (T.124), adding the capability to define and manage virtual meetings spaces within the GCC conference. It provides a means to seamlessly integrate all of the media components being used within a meeting. 

These virtual meeting spaces can be regarded as representing meeting rooms where audio, video and data communication can take place. The functionality provides support for a number of virtual meeting scenarios including round table meetings, informal meeting spaces and conferences with audiences. The protocol provides inherent support for multi-room scenarios. 

The protocol will find application in support of enhanced audio conferencing and audiographics conferencing services and the aim is to provide an holistic approach to the management of the meeting room involving multiple media, while providing the flexibility to adapt individual meeting rooms in response to user requirements. The object of standardising this functionality is to provide a basis for interoperability between client applications and conferencing services.

6.  Draft new Annex G  - Usage of ISO/IEC 14496-1 generic capabilities in H.324 terminals) to ITU-T Recommendations H.324 (published in COM 16-105)

This annex defines the usage of ISO/IEC 14496-1 (”MPEG-4 Systems”) Generic Capabilities in H.324 terminals and the framing and error protection of the corresponding data streams.

7.  Draft Amendment 7 to ITU-T Recommendation H.222.0 | ISO/IEC 13818-1 (published in COM 16-110)

This amendment specifies carriage of ISO/IEC 14496 (MPEG-4) content over H.222.0|ISO/IEC 13818-1 (MPEG-2) System streams. This will enable multiple ways to use MPEG-4 content within MPEG-2 based applications, such as:

· MPEG-4 Elementary Streams in MPEG-2. In this case one or more MPEG-4 elementary streams can be carried in an MPEG-2 multiplex, for example an MPEG-4 encoded complementary speech channel within an MPEG-2 coded program.

· MPEG-4 Scenes in MPEG-2. In this case MPEG-4 scenes, i.e. MPEG-4 Elementary Stream and System data, are carried, for example to enhance MPEG-2 broadcast services with MPEG-4 interactive applications. The MPEG-4 data is intended to be decoded by MPEG-2 receivers enhanced with MPEG-4 functionality. To allow for decoding at these receivers, a set of constraints specific for carriage over MPEG-2 are applied to the MPEG-4 data that is carried.
8.  Draft new ITU-T Recommendation H.450.8 - Name identification supplementary service for H.323 (published in COM 16-106)

This new Recommendation describes the procedures and the signalling protocol for the Name Identification supplementary service in H.323.

This document describes Name Identification features for H.323 systems. These features are:

· Calling Party Name Presentation and Restriction

· Connected Party Name Presentation and Restriction

· Alerting Party Name Presentation and Restriction

· Busy Party Name Presentation and Restriction

Calling party name information may be provided by the calling endpoint or by the gatekeeper using the gatekeeper routed call model. Connected party name information, alerting party name information, or busy party name information may be provided by the answering (connected) party, alerting party, or busy party, respectively, or by the gatekeeper using the gatekeeper routed call model.

This Recommendation makes use of the "Generic functional protocol for the support of supplementary services in H.323" as defined in Recommendation H.450.1.

9.  Draft new Annex G - (text conversation) to ITU-T Recommendation H.323 (published in COM 16-103)

This annex specifies H.323 procedures to establish and carry text conversation sessions in real time over packet networks in the H.323 multimedia environment. It also specifies rules on the use of H.323 that enable Text Conversation Simple Endpoint Type Devices (“Text SET”) to be created as supersets of the Audio Simple Endpoint type devices specified in H.323 Annex F. The Text SET specification describes a device that can be used for real time conversations in voice and text simultaneously over packet networks.
10.  Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation H.245 - Control protocol for multimedia communication (published in COM 16-102)

This Recommendation specifies syntax and semantics of terminal information messages as well as procedures to use them for in-band negotiation at the start of or during communication. The messages cover receiving and transmitting capabilities as well as mode preference from the receiving end, logical channel signalling, and Control & Indication. Acknowledged signalling procedures are specified to ensure reliable audiovisual and data communication.

11.  Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation H.224 - A real time control protocol for simplex applications using the H.221 LSD/HSD/HLP channels (published in COM 16-104) 

This Recommendation provides a simple yet flexible protocol for simplex, low delay applications such as far end camera control and text conversation using the LSD, HSD, and MLP channels defined in Recommendations H.221 and H.243.

12.  Draft new ITU-T Recommendation H.248 - gateway control protocol (published in COM 16-107)
To achieve greater scalability, this recommendation decomposes the H.323 Gateway function defined in H.246 into functional sub-components and specifies protocols these components use to communicate.  This allows implementations of H.323 gateways to be highly scalable and encourages leverage of widely deployed SCN network capabilities such as SS7 switches.  This also enables H.323 gateways to be composed of components from multiple vendors distributed across multiple physical platforms.  The purpose of the this recommendation is to add capabilities currently defined for H.323 systems and is intended to provide new ways of performing operations already supported in H.323.

13.  Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation H.243 - procedures for establishing communication between three or more audiovisual terminals using digital channels up to 1920 kbit/s (published in COM 16-98)
This Recommendation concerns the system operation for a conference call between three or more audiovisual terminals conforming to H.320.

14.  Amendment 6 to ITU-T Recommendation H.262 | ISO/IEC 13818-2 (published in COM 16-99)
This amendment provides new upper bounds on the number of vertical lines in all profiles at High and High-1440 levels to reflect the agreement of the square pixel common image format for HDTV systems in ITU-R BT.709-3 PART II. The value is changed from 1152 to 1088.

15.  Corrigendum 1 to Annex G to ITU-T Recommendation G.728 (published in 
COM 16-R 60)
Proposes corrections to the present text of Annex G to G.728.

16.  Corrections to Annexes to ITU-T Recommendation G.729 (published in 
COM 16-R 60)

The proposed corrections do not affect the compatibility to the current version of Annexes to G.729 and only improves the quality.

17.  Draft new Annex A (G.722.1 packet format, capability identifiers and capability parameters) to ITU-T Recommendation G.722.1 (published in COM 16-R 59)

To enable H.323/H.324 communication systems to communicate using G.722.1 and negotiate G.722.1 in a standard way, the capabilities must be defined.  This requires defining the packetization (for H.323) and the generic capability to be defined.  To accommodate these needs it is proposed that a new annex, annex A, be added to G.722.1.  The annex described below details the packet format and the capability identifiers/parameters necessary in H.245.
18.  Draft revised Annex C+ (Integration of G.729 main body, Annex B, D and E in floating point) to ITU-T Recommendation G.729 (published in COM 16-R 59)

This document describes the proposed update to Annex C to G.729 (dubbed “Annex C+”).

Current Annex C contains G.729 main body and G.729 A and B floating point implementation.  Annex C+ defines the integration of G.729 main body, Annex B, D and E in floating point arithmetic.

19.  Draft new Annex F (DTX functionality for G.729 Annex D) to ITU-T Recommendation G.729 (published in COM 16-R 59)

This Annex provides the DTX functionality for the 6.4 kbit/s CS-ACELP algorithm of G.729 Annex D using the basic algorithm in G.729 Annex B.
20.  Draft new Annex G (DTX functionality for G.729 Annex E) to ITU-T Recommendation G.729 (published in COM 16-R 59)

This Annex provides the DTX functionality for the 11.8 kbit/s CS-ACELP algorithm of G.729 Annex E using the basic algorithm in G.729 Annex B.
21.  Draft new Annex H (Switching procedure between G.729 Annexes D and E) to ITU-T Recommendation G.729 (published in COM 16-R 59)

This Annex defines the necessary mechanisms for switching operation between 6.4 kbit/s G.729 Annex D and 11.8 kbit/s G.729 Annex E.  Previously, only switching from 8 kbit/s G.729 was specified.
22.  Draft new Annex I (Integrated C code for G.729 main body, Annexes B, D and E) to ITU-T Recommendation G.729 (published in COM 16-R 59)


This Annex describes the integration of G.729 main body, Annexes B, D and E.

23. Draft new Annex C (ISDN User Part Function - H.225.0 Interworking) to H.246 (published in COM 16-112)

This annex describes the interworking between ISUP (ISDN User Parts of Signalling System number 7) and H.225.0 Multimedia Call Control protocol. It specifies the necessary mapping an Interworking Function would utilise to achieve connectivity and functionality between an H.323 network and an ISDN User Part network. 

This annex describes an interworking function when it is in a H.323 to PSTN gateway. The interworking function could reside in other elements of a H.323 network; this is for further study. The mapping described in this document relate to a H.323 call to Circuit Switched Network Phone.

This annex does NOT attempt to define functionality in ISUP or Q.931 networks but seeks to show how the ISUP services and functions detailed in Q.699 would interwork with a H.225.0 network.

This annex does NOT show the mapping between H.320 and H.323.
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