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  Study Group 6;
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  Development Bureau;
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	Subject:

	Meeting of Study Group 6 with a view to approving 
one draft revised and two draft new Recommendations
in accordance with the provisions of Resolution 1, 
Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996)

Geneva, 12 May 2000


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
At the request of the Chairperson of Study Group 6, Outside plant, I have the honour to inform you that this Study Group, which will meet from 8 to 12 May 2000, intends to apply the procedure described in Resolution 1, Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996) for the approval of one revised Recommendation and of two new Recommendations.

2
The summaries and locations of the draft revised ITU-T Recommendation and draft new ITU-T Recommendations proposed for approval will be found in Annex 1.

3
Any ITU Member State or Sector Member aware of a patent held by itself or others which may fully or partly cover elements of the draft Recommendations proposed for approval is requested to disclose such information to the TSB, in accordance with TSB patent policy (see Resolution 1, Appendix 1 to Section 8, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996)).

Available patent information can be accessed on-line via the ITU-T Website.

4
Having regard to the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 8, I should be grateful if you would inform me by 2400 hours UTC on 26 April 2000 whether your Administration assigns authority to Study Group 6 that these draft revised or new Recommendations should be considered for approval at the Study Group meeting.


Should any Member States be of the opinion that consideration for approval should not proceed, they should advise their reasons for disapproving and indicate the possible changes that would facilitate further consideration and approval of the draft revised or new Recommendations.

5
If 70% or more of the replies from Member States support consideration for approval of these draft revised or new Recommendations at the Study Group meeting, one Plenary session will be devoted on 12 May 2000 to apply the approval procedure.

I accordingly invite your Administration to send a representative to the meeting. The Administrations of Member States of the Union are invited to supply the name of the Head of their delegation. If your Administration wishes to be represented at the meeting by a recognized operating agency, a scientific or industrial organization or another entity dealing with telecommunication matters, the Director should be duly informed, in accordance with Article 19, No. 239, of the Convention of the International Telecommunication Union (Geneva, 1992), as amended by the Plenipotentiary Conference (Minneapolis, 1998).

6
The agenda, registration form and all relevant information concerning the Study Group 6 meeting will be available from Collective-letter 5/6.

7
Information on the meeting room will be displayed on the screens at the entrances to the ITU headquarters building.

8
After the meeting, the Director of TSB will notify, in a circular, the decision taken on these Recommendations. This information will also be published in the ITU Operational Bulletin.

Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1

ANNEX 1
(to TSB Circular 242)

Summary and location of the ITU-T Recommendations
for approval at the meeting of Study Group 6 (Geneva, 8-12 May 2000)
1.  Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation L.12 – Optical fibre joints

(published in Report COM 6-R 11)

Splices are critical points in the optical fibre network, as they strongly affect not only the quality of the links, but also their lifetime. In fact the splice shall ensure high quality and stability of performance with time. High quality in splicing is usually defined as low splice loss and tensile strength near that of the fibre proof-test level. Splices shall be stable over the design life of the system under its expected environmental conditions.

At present two technologies, fusion and mechanical, can be used for splicing glass optical fibres and the choice between them depends upon the expected functional performance and considerations of installation and maintenance. These splices are designed to provide permanent connections.

2.  Draft new ITU-T Recommendation L.39 – Investigation of the soil before using trenchless techniques

(published in Report COM 6-R 11)

This Recommendation describes the main techniques that allow to perform an investigation of the soil in order to get information about the position of the buried objects and the nature of the ground. These data are necessary to plan the execution of a work using trenchless techniques and to optimise the drilling path thus avoiding risk of damages to existing infrastructures and drilling equipment and to prevent drilling failures due to obstacle or ground characteristics.

The Recommendation is divided into three main parts each of them giving advice on general requirements of the different phases in which the investigation work can be divided: preliminary operations, on site survey and output of utility maps.

3.  Draft new ITU-T Recommendation L.41 – Maintenance wavelength on fibres carrying signals

(published in Report COM 6-R 11)

This Recommendation assigns the wavelengths for fibre identification, fault location and maintenance monitoring that may be used to manage the physical plant. The maintenance wavelength assignment has a close relationship with the transmission wavelength assignment selected by Study Group 15.
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