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�
To the Director-General,


Dear Sir,


At the request of the Chairman of Study Group 7, Data networks and open system communications, I have the honour to inform you that, in accordance with the procedure described in Resolution 1, Section 7, § 7.3.2, of the WTSC (Geneva, 1996), 14 Member States and 18 Sector Members present at the last meeting of this Study Group which was held in Beijing, China, from 14 to 25 September 1998, agreed by reaching consensus to approve the following revised Question:


Q.23/7    Testing of data communication protocols (see the attached annex)


Question 23/7 is therefore approved.


Yours faithfully,


Th. Irmer�Director of the Telecommunication�Standardization Bureau


Annex: 1


�
ANNEX


Question 23/7	-	Testing of data communication protocols


1	Motivation


The motivation for this work is to ensure that conformance tested products and services increase interoperability between end to end distributed applications.


Maintenance of Recommendations X.290, X.291, X.292, X.293, X.294, X.295 and X.296.


Development of new Recommendations related to the framework and methodology for Interoperability Testing in line with GII.


Close collaboration and liaison with other Study Groups, TSAG, and other international standard bodies.


Modification to these Recommendations and/or additional new Recommendations may be needed as a result of the study points.


2	Question


a)	Maintenance of X.290-series


i)	What is the applicability of X.290-series Recommendations and enhancements thereof in the area of B-ISDN (to be studied in liaison with Study Groups 11 and 13)?


ii)	What extensions are necessary to X.290-series Recommendations to include the further work on multi-party testing?


iii)	What extensions are necessary to X.290-series Recommendations to include the further work on profile testing?


iv)	What extensions are necessary to X.290-series Recommendations to include the further work on implementation conformance statements, consideration being given to implementation objects?


v)	Which means are the most appropriate to manage and maintain in an efficient way ITU�T manuals containing conformance test suites, given the specifics of these documents?


b)	Interoperability Testing


i)	What is the framework and methodology for Interoperability Testing in line with GII?


ii)	What are the inter-relationships among interoperability testing, CTMF (Conformance Testing Methodology and Framework) and FMCT (Formal Methods on Conformance Testing)?


�
3	Task objectives


Updated or New Recommendations by end of 1997-2000 study period.


a)	Revision of X.290-series Recommendations


X.292 (2nd Edition of TTCN): September 1998


X.292 (3rd edition of TTCN in collaboration with Study Group 10): 2000


iii)	Revision of X.290, X.291, X.293, X.294, X.295, X.296: as needed


b)	Framework and Methodology of Interoperability Testing:	March 2000


4	Relationships


Questions:	 7, 14-22 and 24/7


Study Groups:	10, 11 and 13; TSAG


Standardization bodies:	ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 6, ETSI


____________________
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