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�
To the Director-General,


Dear Sir,


1	At the request of the Chairman of Study Group 13, (General network aspects), I have the honour to inform you that this Study Group intends to apply the procedure described in Resolution 1, Section 8, of the WTSC (Helsinki, 1993) for the approval of 6 revised Recommendations and of two new Recommendations.


2	For this purpose, at the meeting of Study Group 13, which will be held in Seoul from �17-28 February 1997, one working session will be devoted on 17 February 1997 to consider the application of the approval procedure for these revised and new Recommendations, and I accordingly invite your Administration to send a representative to the meeting. In exceptional circumstances (several contributions presented on a given Recommendation) and at the request of several Members, the final consideration of a given Recommendation could be deferred to the closing Plenary. The Administrations of Members States of the Union are invited to supply the name of the Head of their delegation. If your Administration wishes to be represented at the meeting by a recognized operating agency, a scientific or industrial organization or an other entity dealing with telecommunication matters, the Director should be duly informed, in accordance with Article 19, No. 239, of the Convention of the International Telecommunication Union (Geneva, 1992), as amended by the Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto, 1994).


�
3	The summaries and locations of the draft revised ITU-T Recommendations and draft new Recommendations proposed for approval will be found in Annex 1.


4	Any ITU member organization aware of a patent held by itself or others which may fully or partly cover elements of the draft Recommendations proposed for approval is requested to disclose such information to the TSB, in accordance with TSB patent policy (see §§ 2 and 3 of Annex 2).


Available patent information can be accessed through TIES on the Internet (using either the World Wide Web or Gopher).


5	The agenda, registration form and all relevant information concerning Study Group 13 meeting will be available from Collective-letter 1/13


Yours faithfully,�


Th. Irmer�Director of the Telecommunication�Standardization Bureau





Annexes:	1. Summaries and locations of the ITU-T Recommendations submitted for approval.�		2. Patent Policy
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ANNEX 1�(to TSB Circular 12)





Summaries and locations of the ITU-T Recommendations for approval at the meeting of �Study Group 13 (Seoul, 17-28 February 1997)








1.	Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation I.113 - Vocabulary of terms for broadband aspects of ISDN (published in COM 13-R 64)





Recommendation I.113, Vocabulary of terms for broadband aspects of ISDN, has been revised during this study period. New terms have been added. All the terms are classified now into a logical order instead of an alphabetical one and are split into eight subsections:


Subsection	1:		Services�2:		Transfer modes�3:		Interfaces�4:		Channels�5:		Transport network structure�6:		Operation and maintenance�7:		Traffic and resource management�8:		Quality of service





2.	Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation I.351 - Relationship among ISDN performance Recommendations (published in Report COM 13-R 74)





Recommendation I.351 defines a general structure for a set of existing and draft Recommendations that collectively provide the basis for the specification and apportionment of performance in narrow-band and broadband Integrated Services Digital Networks (ISDNs), including network synchronization and timing performance. These Recommendations are intended to be used in describing performance between the measurement points that delimit and apportion international ISDNs.





3.	Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation I.362 - B-ISDN ATM adaptation layer (AAL) functional description (published in Report COM 13-R 68)





This Recommendation should be interpreted as a guide of providing an introduction to the set of Recommendations describing specification of ATM adaptation layers (AALs).





4.	Proposed modifications to ITU-T Recommendation I.431 - Primary rate user - networks interface - Layer specification (published in COM 13-R 71)





5.2.3	Assignment of bits in time slot 0





Replace existing text with the following new text:





The bits of time slot 0 are in accordance with paragraph 2.3.2 of Recommendation G.704. The E�bits are assigned to the CRC error information procedures.


Sa bits with bit position 4 are used as a transport maintenance channel between ET and TE. Sa8 is reserved for international standardization. In Recommendation G.962, Annex C, however, Sa4 and Sa8 are used for maintenance of the access digital section.


�
6	Connector





Replace existing text with the following new text:


Interface connectors and contact assignments are described in ISO/IEC 10173 or ISO/IEC 603-7. However, permanent wiring connections of TEs to NTs are also permitted.





5.	Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation G.803 - Architecture of transport networks based on the synchronous digital hierarchy (SDH) (published in Contribution COM 13-8)





This recommendation describes the functional architecture of transport networks including network synchronization principles for networks that are based on the SDH. This recommendation uses the architectural description defined in Recommendation G.805, the Generic Functional Architecture of Transport Networks. The application of various mappings is also included.





6.	Draft new clause C.7 (Maintenance channel) for ITU-T Recommendation G.962 - Access digital section for ISDN primary rate at 2 048 kbit/s (published in Report COM 13-R 71)





The new clause C.7 will deal with the Maintenance channel (MC) to be used for transporting reports and sending commands for the maintenance of the PRA digital section.





7.	Draft new ITU-T Recommendation I.371.1 - Traffic control and congestion control in �B-ISDN - Conformance definitions for ABT and ABR (published in Contribution �COM 13-5)





Recommendation I.371 mentions that conformance definitions for ABT and ABR are required.





This Recommendation specifies the ABT/DT and ABT/IT conformance definitions and the ABR conformance definition for the explicit rate mode. Appendices provide information on source, destination and network reference bahviours for ABR explicit cell rate and binary modes.





8.	Draft new ITU-T Recommendation I.432.5 - B-ISDN user network interface - Physical layer for 25 600 kbit/s (published in Report COM 13-R 71)





This Recommendation covers physical layer characteristics for transporting asynchronous transfer mode (ATM) cells at a nominal bit rate of 25 600 kbit/s over 100 ohm UTP, 120 ohm, and 150 ohm STP twisted pair cables at the SB reference point of the B-ISDN user network interface (UNI). The maximum distance is approximately 100 m. This Recommendation may be used to take advantage of existing building wiring.





Functionality is presented in terms of physical media dependent (PMD) and transmission convergence (TC) sublayers, using a cell-based format.





This Recommendation is part of the ITU-T Recommendation I.432-series, and includes references to ITU-T Recommendation I.432.1 on general characteristics, and ITU-T Recommendation I.432.2 on transmission convergence sublayer aspects.











�






ANNEX 2�(to TSB Circular 12)





STATEMENT ON TSB PATENT POLICY


_________________________________





Over the years, the TSB has developed a "code of practice" regarding intellectual property rights (patents) covering, in varying degrees, the subject matters of  ITU-T Recommendations* . The rules of this "code of practice" are simple and straightforward - Recommendations are drawn up by telecommunications and not patent experts; thus, they may not necessarily be very familiar with the complex international legal situation of intellectual property rights such as patents, etc.


ITU-T Recommendations are non-binding international standards. Their objective is to ensure compatibility of international telecommunications on a world-wide basis. To meet this objective, which is in the common interests of all those participating in international telecommunications (network and service providers, suppliers, users) it must be ensured that Recommendations, their applications, use, etc. are accessible to everybody. It follows therefore that a commercial (monopolistic) abuse by a holder of a patent embodied fully or partly in a Recommendation must be excluded. To meet this requirement in general is the sole objective of the TSB code of practice. The detailed arrangements arising from patents (licensing, royalties, etc.) are being left to the parties concerned, as these arrangements might differ from case to case.


This code of practice may be summarized as follows (it should be noted that ISO operates in a very similar way):


1	The TSB is not in a position to give authoritative or comprehensive information about evidence, validity or scope of patents or similar rights, but it is desirable that the fullest available information should be disclosed. Therefore, any ITU-T member organization putting forward a standardization proposal should, from the outset, draw the TSB attention to any known patent or to any known pending patent application, either their own or of other organizations, although the TSB is unable to verify the validity of any such information.


2	If an ITU-T Recommendation is developed and such information as referred to in paragraph 1 has been disclosed, three different situations may arise:


2.1	The patent holder waives his rights; hence, the Recommendation is freely accessible to everybody, subject to no particular conditions, no royalties are due, etc.


2.2	The patent holder is not prepared to waive his rights but would be willing to negotiate licenses with other parties on a non-discriminatory basis on reasonable terms and conditions. Such negotiations are left to the parties concerned and are performed outside the ITU-T.


2.3	The patent holder is not willing to comply with the provisions of either paragraph 2.1 or paragraph 2.2; in such case, no Recommendation can be established.


3	Whatever case applies (2.1, 2.2 or 2.3), the patent holder has to provide a written statement to be filed at the TSB. This statement must not include additional provisions, conditions, or any other exclusion clauses in excess of what is provided for each case in paragraphs 2.1, 2.2 and 2.3.





* Formerly CCITT Recommendations.
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