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TD 137 (PLEN/16)

Draft new ITU-T Recommendation H.460.18

Traversal of H.323 signalling across Network Address Translators and Firewalls

AAP Summary

Today, support for H.323 traversal in NAT/FW devices is very limited, as is network administration expertise in supporting H.323. As a result, nearly all inter-enterprise video conferencing still uses ISDN. For these reasons, a standardized method for H.323 NAT/FW traversal that does not require changes to NAT/FW equipment, or special expertise from network administrators, is needed in the marketplace as soon as possible.

Recommendation H.460.18 extends H.323 to enable H.323 devices to successfully exchange signalling and establish calls, even when they are placed inside a private network behind NAT/FW devices. These extensions, when used together with the facilities of H.460.19, enable H.323 endpoints to traverse NAT/FW installations with no additional equipment on the customer premises. Alternatively, the H.460.18 extensions may be implemented by a proxy server to support unmodified H.323 endpoints.
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