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Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation H.323 (Version 6)
Packet-based multimedia communications systems
AAP Summary
This Recommendation describes terminals and other entities that provide multimedia communications services over Packet Based Networks (PBN) which may not provide a guaranteed Quality of Service. H.323 entities may provide real-time audio, video and/or data communications. Support for audio is mandatory, while data and video are optional, but if supported, the ability to use a specified common mode of operation is required, so that all terminals supporting that media type can interwork.

The packet based network over which H.323 entities communicate may be a point-to-point connection, a single network segment, or an internetwork having multiple segments with complex topologies.

H.323 entities may be used in point-to-point, multipoint, or broadcast (as described in ITU‑T Rec. H.332) configurations. They may interwork with H.310 terminals on B-ISDN, H.320 terminals on N-ISDN, H.321 terminals on B-ISDN, H.322 terminals on Guaranteed Quality of Service LANs, H.324 terminals on GSTN and wireless networks, V.70 terminals on GSTN, and voice terminals on GSTN or ISDN through the use of Gateways.

H.323 entities may be integrated into personal computers or implemented in stand-alone devices such as videotelephones.

This new version (H.323 Version 6) includes the following features, in addition to correcting defects previously identified in H.323 Implementors’ Guides:
· Updates to call failures and call clearing procedures.

· Updates to the alternate gatekeeper procedure.

· A new revision of H.323 Annex G adding support for the transport of text over IP within an interleaved audio session.

· A new Appendix VI, titled “Description of a Typical H.323 over IP system”. 
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