Annex X to ITU-T Recommendation H.263  - Video coding for low bit rate communication

With the variety of optional modes available in this Recommendation, it is crucial that several preferred mode combinations for operation be defined, so that option-enhanced terminals will have a high probability of connecting to each other using some syntax better than the "baseline." This annex contains a list of preferred feature combinations, which are structured into "profiles" of support.  It also defines some groupings of maximum performance parameters as "levels" of support for these profiles.  The primary objectives of this annex are

1) to provide a simple means of describing or negotiating the capabilities of a decoder (by specifying profile and level parameters), and

2) to encourage common enhancement features to be supported in decoders for achieving maximal interoperability, and

3) to describe feature sets chosen as particularly appropriate for addressing certain key applications.

The profiles and levels are defined by the following subclauses and Tables X.1 and X.2.  The minimum picture interval as specified in Table X.2 is the minimum difference in time between the decoding of consecutive pictures in the bitstream.  Support of any level implies support of all lower levels.
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