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	Proposals for the SAT-BAG Report to WRC-03


The attached table details a series of issues for consideration by WRC-03 and is proposed for inclusion as Annex 1 of the SAT-BAG report to WRC-03. 

The issues included in the table relate to factors identified as contributing to the satellite backlog and that need to be addressed if the problems that gave rise to the satellite backlog are finally to be resolved. In some cases, the issues listed have been considered by ITU-R and proposals developed and included in the CPM report. For these cases, it is considered appropriate to note, in the SAT‑BAG report to WRC-03, that adoption of proposals on these issues would assist the reduction of the backlog. For other cases, that are more complex and there has not been sufficient time to conduct the necessary studies, it is considered appropriate to recommend that WRC-03 initiate the necessary studies so they may be considered by the next competent conference. Further, it is considered appropriate to recommend that, where appropriate, interim measures, or clarifications of existing text, are considered for adoption by WRC-03.

For other factors that contribute to the satellite backlog, like software issues and the establishment of guidelines for the involvement of the BR at conferences and CPM, it is considered that their resolution affects more than the satellite community and they would be more appropriately addressed in the RAG. 

	No.
	ISSUE
	PROPOSED WRC ACTION

	1
	Radio Regulations Complexity

The Radio Regulations are complex, contain inconsistencies and are difficult to master: representing possibly the single largest factor contributing to the backlog. The complexity and inconsistency increase the workload and costs of administrations and operators in the submission of notices as well as the Bureau in their treatment of satellite filings. Finding the information required for the submission of a satellite filing and following the relevant procedures can be both time consuming and difficult. For example, specific types of information (e.g. pfd limits) are not limited to one section of the RR but may be found in footnotes to the frequency allocation table, as well as other articles, appendices and resolutions. Also, it may be difficult to determine which procedures are applicable and for cases where multiple procedures apply to the same satellite network, there can be inconsistencies between the procedures as well as duplication of work in applying them.

In addition, to the problems with the submission of data, administrations and operators face increased costs during the coordination process due to the effort required for resolving misunderstandings in the application of the regulatory provisions. The increased cost and the time required for correcting errors or resolving queries leads to delays in completion of the regulatory filing process and the introduction of new satellite systems, which may have a broader impact on national telecommunications infrastructures.
	Proposal 1

To address the complexity of the RR, it is proposed that WRC-03 initiate a study of the relevant regulatory procedures in order to systematically remove unnecessary duplication, inconsistency and complexity.

Proposal 2

Noting that a study of the relevant regulatory provisions will take some time to complete and in the interim, administrations and operators will continue to be adversely affected by the complexity of the RR, it is considered there may be benefits in introducing, where possible, such clarifications at WRC-03. An example of where such clarifications could be applied is included in Annex 2.

Proposal 3

To consider for adoption, proposals made to WRC-03 on the following specific measures listed in the CPM report:

•
Removal of duplicated data requirements and inconsistencies from Appendix 4;

•
Removal of duplication and inconsistencies from the non-geostationary orbit data of Appendix 4;

•
Limiting the volume of data provided under C8 of Appendix°4.



	3
	Coordination arc 

The use of the coordination arc for the FSS in some frequency bands was adopted by WRC 2000. In December 2001, the RRB adopted a provisional Rule of Procedure, until WRC-03, that extends the use of the coordination arc for non-plan satellite networks in the FSS, BSS and associated Space Operations to other frequency bands above 3.4 GHz.

In addition, the extension of the coordination arc to all geostationary satellite networks, not subject to a plan, that operate in frequency bands above 3.4 GHz and are subject to Section II of Article 9, would 

•
allow the notifying administration to identify the potentially affected networks and start the coordination process at the beginning of the five-year period rather than wait until the Bureau have completed the Appendix 8 analysis; and,

•
substantially reduce the volume of data required under Appendix°4.
	Proposal 4

To consider for adoption, proposals for the continued implementation of this Rule of Procedure, by the modification of the Radio Regulations to extend the use of the coordination arc to other non-plan satellite networks in the FSS, BSS and associated Space Operations in frequency bands above 3.4 GHz. 

Proposal 5

To consider the proposal in Annex 2, to initiate a study into the value of the coordination arc to be used by space services not specified in Table 5-1 of Appendix 5 (items 1, 2 and 3 of the frequency band column) and to consider the implementation of an interim value of coordination arc to be applied to these space services in the period before the next competent conference).

	4
	Plan Bands
In Appendix 30B, the timescales for the receipt of comments under specific provisions are considered to create excessive delays in the processing of satellite notices. To address this issue the RRB introduced a Rule of Procedure, reducing the 60-day period for receipt of comments, specified in §§ 6.34 and 6.50, to 30 days.
	Proposal 6

To consider for adoption, proposals for the continued implementation of this Rule of Procedure, by the modification of the Radio Regulations to reduce the time period specified in Appendix 30B, §§ 6.34 and 6.50, from 60 days to 30 days for the receipt of comments.

	2
	Resolution 49

Resolution 49 (Administrative due diligence applicable to some satellite radiocommunication services) was adopted by WRC-97, and modified by WRC-2000. Some administrations consider the application of this procedure needs to be improved. Other administrations are of the view the procedure has not been in operation for sufficient time to adequately evaluate the effectiveness of this Resolution.  
	Proposal 7

To consider for adoption, proposals made to WRC-03 on the following measure listed in the CPM report: to clearly specify that the frequency range(s) for the frequency assignments of the satellite network that have to be provided by the administrations are the ones that are intended to be brought into use in the space station in conformity with the Radio Regulations.

	5
	Development of Rules of Procedure 

The Plenipotentiary Conference (Marrakesh, 2002), in Resolution COM5/6, has invited the 2003 World Radiocommunication Conference to consider establishing principles to be applied by the Radio Regulations Board in the preparation of Rules of Procedure.
	Proposal 8

To consider for adoption, proposals on measures that would improve the efficient, effective and transparent development of Rules of Procedure.
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