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Possible clarification of the Radio Regulations

Our Administration has carefully studied Documents SATBAG-01/13 and SATBAG-01/14 and would like to offer the following view for consideration at the next meeting of SATBAG.

Complexity of the Radio Regulations

As outlined by the Director in his opening remarks during SATBAG-01, one of the two major causes of the backlog is the complexity of the Radio Regulations. Part of this complexity is caused by apparent inconsistencies in the Radio Regulations, which may lead to unnecessary examinations by the Bureau.

As an example, let consider the procedures applicable to govern the sharing between the BSS in 21.4‑22 GHz (Regions 1 and 3) and terrestrial services:

•
Footnote S5.530 stipulates, inter alia, that "The use of this band by the broadcasting-satellite service after that date and on an interim basis prior to that date is subject to the provisions of Resolution 525 (WARC‑92)." Resolution 525 (WARC-92) (Introduction of high-definition television (HDTV) systems of the broadcasting-satellite service (BSS) in the band 21.4‑22.0 GHz in Regions 1 and 3) indicated that, if the power flux-density at the Earth's surface produced by emissions from a space station does not exceed the limits contained in Section III of Annex 1 to this Resolution, the procedure in Sections B and C of Resolution 33 (Rev.WRC-97) only shall be applied (in other words no coordination with terrestrial services is required).

•
In application of the relevant provisions of Article S9 (S9.11 and S9.27 inter alia), Table S5-1 of Appendix S5 also applies, as the band 21.4-22.0 GHz is also listed under S9.11. However, the condition specified is "whether there is bandwidth overlap" with no threshold mentioned.

•
The BR current practice appears now to be: ignore Appendix S5 and apply only the relevant provisions of Resolution 535 (which by the way need to be updated to reflect some changes in Resolution 33 adopted by WRC-97), which makes sense. Prior to the adoption of this current practice, this had led to the unnecessary publication of at least one special section per satellite network.

This is not the only case. A thorough review of the consistency of the Radio Regulations is necessary.

Proposal

SATBAG should invite administrations to make contributions to the Special Committee in order to correct inconsistencies in the Radio Regulations, such as:

•
duplication/inconsistencies on condition/thresholds to determine whether coordination is required;

•
requirement to effect coordination between services when the sharing between such services is already covered by the inclusion of hard limits in the Radio Regulations;

•
unnecessary duplication of procedures.
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