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Director, Radiocommunication Bureau

Processing of notices under appendix S30B

1
General information

1.1
The Appendix S30B Plan for the fixed-satellite service (FSS) consists of two parts:

Part A, containing the national allotments, wherein each administration has at least one allotment. An allotment comprises a nominal orbital position, a bandwidth of 800 MHz (uplink and downlink), a service area for national coverage, generalized parameters, and a predetermined arc (PDA).

Part B, containing the networks of existing systems, wherein the satellite networks using the planned frequency bands which were already communicated to the Radiocommunication Bureau before the date of Plan development ("existing systems") are included.

The implementation of two other types of systems is also contemplated in the Plan, through the application of special procedures:

Subregional systems, which are satellite systems created by agreement among neighbouring countries Member States of ITU or their authorized telecommunication operating agencies and intended to provide domestic or subregional services within the geographical areas of the countries concerned.

Additional use, which is allowed when an administration has a requirement in which the characteristics differ from those used in the preparation of Part A of the Plan. Such a requirement can be met only if the administration has already converted all or part of its allotment into an assignment or if the requirement cannot be met by the conversion of the allotment into an assignment.

Appendix S30B contains a set of procedures in its Article 6 for the implementation of allotments (Part A), existing systems (Part B), subregional systems and additional uses.

1.2
Addition of a new allotment for a new Member State of the Union

The administration that has joined the Union as a new Member State can obtain a national allotment in Part A of the Plan. That administration shall submit its request for an allotment to the Bureau in accordance with Article 7 of Appendix S30B.

1.3
Notification of assignments

In accordance with Article 8 of Appendix S30B, any assignment for which the relevant procedure for implementation has been successfully applied shall be notified to the Bureau in accordance with Article S11 of the Radio Regulations.

2
The Bureau's role

The Bureau undertakes the regulatory and technical examinations when an administration submits requirements for implementation of the Appendix S30B Plan in accordance with the provisions specified in Articles 6, 7 and 8 of that Appendix. The related provisions are listed as follows:

1)
Conversion of an allotment into an assignment that is in conformity with Part A of the Plan (Section I of Article 6).

2)
Conversion of an allotment into an assignment that is not in conformity with Part A of the Plan or does not comply with Annex 3B (Macrosegment concept) (Section IA of Article 6).

3)
Recording in the List of the existing systems contained in Part B of the Plan (Section IB of Article 6).

4)
Introduction of a subregional system (Section II of Article 6).

5)
Additional uses in the planned bands (Section III of Article 6).

6)
Addition of a new allotment to the Plan for a new Member State of the Union (Article 7).

7)
Notification and recording in the Master Register of assignments in the planned bands for the fixed-satellite service (Article 8).

3
The current status of networks to be processed under Appendix S30B

	
	Networks received by the Bureau1)
	2001 Operational Plan

Networks to be processed2)
	Networks processed
	Earliest date of receipt
	Remarks

	Article 6
	34
	10
	7
	08.01.99
	Expected date for processing of the RASCOM subregional system under Section II of Article 6:
14 December 2001

	Article 7
	3
	3
	2
	
	

	Total
	37
	13
	9
	–
	

	1)
All networks received since 27 May 1997.

2)
Date of receipt of the last network to be processed in 2001: 04.01.2000.


4
Resources, allocation and working arrangements

Described in the definitive version of the 2001 Operational Plan for the ITU-R Sector (Administrative Circular CA/94 of 6 April 2001).

5
Time-limit specified in Appendix S30B or in the related Rules of Procedure

	Provisions
	Data completeness
(RoP, receivability of notices)
	For change or adjustment of characteristics and seeking agreement with affected administrations after the first examination
	Expiry for comment after Special Section publication
	Total time requirement for response

	Section I of Article 6
	30 days
	Not specified, but the same time‑limit specified in RoP 6.12 is applied
	
	2 months

	Section IA of Article 6 
	30 days
	30 days
(see RoP 6.12)
	
	2 months

	Section IB of Article 6
	30 days
	30 days
(§ 6.24, see RoP 6.12)
	60 days
(§ 6.34)
	4 months

	Section II of Article 6
	30 days
	30 days
(§ 6.43, see RoP 6.12)
	60 days
(§ 6.50)
	4 months

	Section III of Article 6
	30 days
	30 days
(§ 6.56, see RoP 6.12)
	
	2 months

	Article 7
	30 days
	Not specified, but the same time‑limit specified in RoP 6.12 is applied
	
	2 months


The Bureau is currently developing the software necessary to enable the notices to be submitted electronically and to be published "as received" consistent with Resolution 55 (WRC‑2000). It is expected that electronic filing by administrations (and associated electronic access and handling) should be possible by the end of October 2001. Pending this facility, the Bureau is arranging to publish details of the notices that are in the backlog in the BR IFIC and on the Web.

6
Backlog statistics

The current situation regarding the treatment of the backlog for the last 15 months for the processing of satellite networks submitted under Appendix S30B is given in the table below.

	Month
	Received during month
	Cases treated
	Earliest date of receipt
	Backlog (networks)
	Treatment delay (weeks)

	June 2000
	0
	0
	07.04.1997
	15
	164

	July 2000
	1
	0
	07.04.1997
	16
	169

	August 2000
	2
	0
	07.04.1997
	18
	173

	September 2000
	1
	0
	07.04.1997
	19
	178

	October 2000
	0
	1
	27.05.1997
	18
	175

	November 2000
	0
	0
	27.05.1997
	18
	179

	December 2000
	8
	0
	27.05.1997
	26
	183

	January 2001
	0
	0
	27.05.1997
	26
	188

	February 2001
	0
	0
	27.05.1997
	26
	192

	March 2001
	0
	0
	27.05.1997
	26
	196

	April 2001
	0
	0
	27.05.1997
	26
	201

	May 2001
	6
	0
	27.05.1997
	32
	205

	June 2001
	5
	7
	05.11.1997
	30
	186

	July 2001
	0
	0
	05.11.1997
	30
	191

	August 2001
	0
	2
	08.01.1999
	28
	134


7
The situation relating to the RASCOM-1F subregional system

7.1
Council Document C2001/56 submitted by the Administration of Côte d’Ivoire, asked the Council to request the Radiocommunication Bureau to make an appropriate reallocation of resources so as to cope with the tasks that are related to certain areas, such as Appendix S30B, in the context of the collective requirements of the African countries for the implementation of the RASCOM project. A similar recommendation (R3) was made in the Final Report to the Council by the Working Group on ITU Reform (WGR); Document C2001/25 refers.

7.2
In this regard, the Bureau has already implemented the conclusions of the ninth meeting of the RAG (12-16 March 2001) in the definitive version of the 2001 Operational Plan for the ITU-R Sector (Document C01/EP/7). This involved reallocating some Professional resources from other tasks related to Appendices S30 and S30A (which will extend the waiting times for those matters).

Three engineers are devoting 80%, 50% and 20% of their working time, respectively. They were previously 50%, 30% and 20% of the Professional resources.

7.3
Taking into account the current workload in the Space Services Department for proposals under Appendix S30B and the adjustment of resources as noted above, the Bureau expects to complete its technical examination of  the RASCOM submission towards November/December 2001. All possible efforts are being made to comply with the conclusion from the last RAG meeting, including the implementation of parallel processing of networks under APS30B to the maximum extent possible. It should be noted that the processing of submissions to be treated under APS30B during the remainder of 2001 is limited not by the amount of resources allocated to this work, but by the normal regulatory time periods stipulated in the Radio Regulations/Rules of Procedure to process all networks that have already been received by the Bureau in the queue ahead of the RASCOM submission.

7.4
The BR staff has met with RASCOM senior officials and continues to work with them to minimize any delays in the processing of their submission e.g. it has been observed that some of the mandatory data elements have not been provided and clarification is required for some other data elements.

7.5
The expected latest date for sending the results of the Bureau's analysis to the Administration of CTI is 14 December 2001. The 30 days' period mentioned in the RoP (§ 6.12) would start counting from this date. Depending on the processing of the networks received before RASCOM, this date may hopefully be earlier (perhaps November), in order to enable the whole processing of the RASCOM system in 2001.

8
Suggestions for the SAT-BAG group

In order to facilitate and accelerate the processing of networks submitted under Articles 6 and 7 of APS30B, some suggestions to improve the technical examinations as well as the regulatory procedures are presented below for further consideration:

8.1
Application of the earth station antenna side-lobe pattern 29-25 log θ, referred to in Section 1.6 of Annex 1 to Appendix S30B, to all Part A allotments and possibly some systems at design stage which are using the side-lobe pattern of 32-25 log θ, subject to consultation with the responsible administrations. The use of the improved side-lobe pattern has already been implemented for many Part A allotments and systems at design stage as a consequence of coordination agreements among responsible administrations. It is worth mentioning that some preliminary tests have shown a significant reduction in the number of affecting/affected beams and degradations to the C/I ratios in the current reference situation MSPACE files.

8.2
Reduction of the period for receipt of comments mentioned in §§ 6.34 and 6.50 of Article 6 of Appendix S30B from 60 days to 30 days. Due to the large number of proposed subregional systems to be processed under Section II of Article 6, this proposal would significantly accelerate the treatment of all submitted networks under Articles 6 and 7 of APS30B.

8.3
Possible reduction in the aggregate and single-entry protection criteria, e.g. 3 dB. Reductions in the aggregate and single-entry protection criteria have already been implemented for many Part A allotments and systems at design stage as a consequence of coordination agreements among responsible administrations. This proposal would also contribute to the reduction in the number of affecting/affected beams and degradations to the C/I ratios in the current reference situation MSPACE files.

8.4
Possible suppression of some expired existing systems in Part B (Section B of Article 10) after analysis under § 6.29 of Article 6 of Appendix S30B. In addition to that, study the situation of all systems submitted under Article 6 with regard to the time‑limit for their implementation. List the systems submitted under Article 6 not yet notified with the corresponding date of receipt and date of bringing into use, highlighting the cases exceeding five years. There is no reference, either in the RR or in the RoP, with regard to time limitation to bring a recorded assignment in the Appendix S30B List into use. Evaluate possible application of provisions S11.44 and S11.48 and related RoP to APS30B (as there is no API in APS30B, a reference could be made to the receipt of Annex 2/APS4). Possible need for a new RoP on this issue.

_________________
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