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Circular Letter*

8/LCCE/103
	16 November 2001


To Administrations of Members of the ITU 
and other members of the Radiocommunication Sector 
participating in the work of the Radiocommunication Study Group 8

Subject:
Operation of universal shipborne automatic identification systems (AIS) in administrations where changes of operating radio frequencies are necessary

Chapter V of the International Convention on Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) requires ships subject to that Convention to carry AIS equipment meeting ITU-R's Recommendation M.1371-1, with installations phased in during the period July 2002 to July 2008. AIS equipment normally operates on the frequencies 161.975 (AIS 1) and 162.025 (AIS 2) MHz, allocated for that purpose by the World Radiocommunication Conference 1997. 

Annex 2, section 4.1.1 of Recommendation ITU-R M.1371-1 describes the operating frequency channel management by automatic switching in response to commands from a base station and by manual switching from AIS input device. Base stations, i.e. AIS base stations using AIS TDMA and/or GMDSS base stations using DSC channel 70 providing a global maritime distress and safety system (GMDSS) sea area A1 coverage may be capable of providing such automatic switching, in accordance with Recommendation ITU-R M.1371-1. Operation of AIS equipment is limited to frequencies specified in ITU-R Radio Regulations Appendix S18. IMO notes that there may be areas where alternative frequencies are in use but where no base stations exist. This should be an unusual situation; however where it exists, information should be available to all ships sailing in these areas. Therefore, IMO requests that all Administrations notify IMO of these areas for circulation by the appropriate IMO circulars as well as promulgate this information to shipping in these areas by a suitable means.

Also IMO recognizes that from the viewpoint of avoiding accidents due to human error, automatic switching should be the normal procedure and manual switching should be limited to specific purposes such as maintenance of the equipment.

Administrations are therefore urged to undertake the following steps:

1)
where possible, ensure that the frequencies 161.975 and 162.025 MHz are available for AIS use;

2)
in navigable areas where the frequencies 161.975 and 162.025 MHz are unavailable for AIS use, provide means for automatic switching of radio frequencies in accordance with Recommendation ITU-R M.1371-1, if at all possible; and

3)
in navigable areas where frequencies 161.975 and 162.025 MHz are unavailable for AIS use and where no base stations exist, notify IMO of the particulars of those areas, as well as the frequencies available for AIS use, so that IMO can take the steps described above.






Robert W. Jones





Director, Radiocommunication Bureau

Distribution:

–
Member States and Radiocommunication Sector Members participating in the work of Working Party 8B of Radiocommunication Study Group 8

–
Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of Radiocommunication Study Group 8

–
Secretary General of the ITU, Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau, Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau

* 	English only
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