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(Direct Fax N°. +41 22 730 57 85)


	     Circular Letter


6/LCCE/6
	23 April 2001


To Administrations of Member States of the ITU and Radiocommunication Sector Members participating in the work of the Radiocommunication Study Group 6

Subject:
Announcement of the establishment of an Ad Hoc Group of the Steering Committee of Study Group 6 on urgent studies on Digital Cinema

Introduction

During the last meeting of Study Group 6: Broadcasting Services, held in Geneva, on the 30 of march 2001, a multidisciplinary Ad Hoc Group of the Steering Committee of Study Group 6 was set up with the task to study all the relevant aspects of D-cinema within the broadcasting scope of Study Group 6. The Ad Hoc Group must prepare a report for the September 2001 meeting of Study Group 6. A detailed description of the tasks of the Ad Hoc Group can be found in Annex 1.

Chairmanship and Participation

The Chairman of the Ad Hoc Group is Mr. J. Flaherty. He will be assisted by the Vice Chairmen of Study Group 6, Mr. J. Kumada, Mr. R.K. Najm, Mr. V. Stepanian and by Mr. V. Baroncini, Chairman of WP 6Q, and Mr. K. Tatsuzawa, WP 6P Rapporteur on Extremely High Resolution Imagery (EHRI). The pertinent addresses can be found in Annex 2 of this Circular.

Study Group 6 encouraged the chairmanship of the Ad Hoc Group to invite participation of experts of ITU‑T Study Groups 9 and 16 and other relevant expert bodies. 

This Group will work mainly by correspondence through an e-mail reflector
rsg6-ahg-dcinema@itu.int to be set up for this purpose.  An informal meeting of the Ad Hoc Group may be arranged, if necessary, prior to the September 2001 Block Meetings of Study Group 6. 

Information about accessing the e-mail reflector site and FTP site for the above Ad-Hoc Group can be found on the following Internet address:


" 

http://www.itu.int/brsg/ties/mailing-lists/ede/sg6/sg6.html




Robert W. Jones

Director, Radiocommunication Bureau

Annexes: 
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Distribution:
–
Administrations of Member States and Radiocommunication Sector Members participating in the work of Study Group 6

–
Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of Radiocommunication Study Group 6

–
Secretary-General of the ITU, Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau, Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau

ANNEX 1

Tasks of the Ad Hoc Group of the Steering Committee on D-cinema 

The Report of the September 2000 meeting of the Steering Committee of Study Group 6 states that “concerning the Question on Digital Cinema, and whether or not it was within the scope of SG 6, the meeting agreed that Vice-Chairmen Mr. J. Flaherty, Mr. J. Kumada and Mr. V. Stepanian would continue to study this matter. The discussion on this subject was deferred to the next meeting of the Steering Committee”.

The three above-mentioned Vice-Chairmen have submitted the requested report on D-cinema to the Steering Committee of Study Group 6 (Document 6SCOM/24); the report highlights the areas of D‑cinema that fall within the scope of Study Group 6 and are of its primary interest.

The three Vice Chairmen have also drafted the text for a new Study Group 6 Question related to D‑cinema, and they have submitted it to Study Group 6 and to its Steering Committee (Document 6/77).
The North American Broadcasters Association (NABA) and the Technical Committee of the World Broadcasting Unions (WBU-TC) have submitted additional documents on D-cinema in their capacity as ITU-R Sector Members (Documents 6/74 and 6/89); their views broadly agree with the views expressed by the three Vice Chairmen in their Report. Those documents show that many aspects of D-cinema should be addressed by Study Group 6 since they closely relate to broadcasting issues and recommendations and fall within its scope as specified by the Radiocommunications Assembly 2000.
Work on D-cinema is currently under way within several bodies in various parts of the world; consequently Study Group 6 should urgently activate its work on D-cinema in co-operation with such international bodies within and outside the ITU.

Consequently a multidisciplinary Ad Hoc Group of the Steering Committee of Study Group 6 has been set up with the task of studying all the relevant aspects of D-cinema within the broadcasting scope of Study Group 6, such as:

· Definition of the term “D-cinema” and of the related terms.

· D-cinema program acquisition, production and postproduction.

· D-cinema program recording and transfer from tape to film and film to tape.

· D-cinema program encoding, encryption and assembling with metadata.

· D-cinema program delivery by satellite broadcasting.

· D-cinema program delivery by terrestrial broadcasting.

· Assessments methods for the technical solutions proposed for D-cinema.

All the Working Parties of Study Group 6 are invited to provide the expertise and co-operation of their members to the work of the Ad hoc Group, in their respective domains of competence.

In order to achieve the maximum possible level of interoperability with other applications, the Ad Hoc Group is instructed to try to identify tools selected in existing toolkits developed by the ITU and by other relevant expert bodies outside the ITU, such as MPEG tools for digital compression. If appropriate tools are not available, it should provide those expert bodies with user requirements for the tools it needs. 

National and international organizations where studies on D-cinema are under way will also be encouraged to provide their input to the ad hoc group, with the objective to achieve harmonization of D-cinema applications for broadcast and for non-broadcast purposes, where appropriate and possible. 

The Ad Hoc Group must prepare a report for the September 2001 meeting of Study Group 6.

The Chairman of the Ad Hoc Group is Mr. J. Flaherty. He will be assisted by the Vice Chairmen of Study Group 6, Mr. J. Kumada, Mr. R.K. Najm, Mr. V. Stepanian and by Mr. V. Baroncini, Chairman of WP 6Q, and Mr. K. Tatsuzawa, WP 6P Rapporteur on EHRI.

The chairmanship of the Ad Hoc Group is encouraged to invite the participation of experts of ITU‑T Study Groups 9 and 16, and expert bodies outside the ITU. 

ANNEX 2

List of Vice-Chairmen

Mr. J.A. FLAHERTY 
Vice-Chairman, Study Group 6 
CBS, Inc. 
524 West 57th Street 
Room 2400 
NEW YORK, NY 10019 
United States of America 
Tel: +1 212 9752213 
Fax: +1 212 9753646 
E-mail: jaflaherty@cbs.com 

Mr. J. KUMADA 
Vice-Chairman, Study Group 6 
Nippon Hoso Kyokai (Broadcasting Corp. of Japan) (NHK) 
1-10-11 Kinuta 
Setagaya-ku 
TOKYO 157-8510 
Japan 
Tel: +81 3 54942360 
Fax: +81 3 54942275 
E-mail: kumada@strl.nhk.or.jp 

Mr. R.K. NAJM 
Vice-Chairman, Study Group 6 
Ministry of Information, Television Technical Affairs 
P.O. Box 10152 
RIYADH 11433 
Saudi Arabia (Kingdom of) 
Tel: +966 1 4428574 
Tel: +966 5 5422589 (mobile) 
Fax: +966 1 4014036 
E-mail: rknajm@yahoo.com 

Mr. V. STEPANIAN 
Vice-Chairman, Study Group 6 
Vice-Chairman, Working Party 6P 
Islamic Rep. of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) 
Jame Jam St. Valie Asr Ave. 
TEHRAN 
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 
Tel: +98 21 2166356 
Fax: +98 21 2041051 
E-mail: stepanianv@hotmail.com
Mr. V. BARONCINI 
Vice-Chairman, Working Party 6Q 
Fondazione Ugo Bordoni 
Via B. Castiglione 59 
00142 ROME 
Italy 
Tel: +39 06 54802134 
Fax: +39 06 54804401 
E-mail: vittorio@fub.it
Mr. K. TATSUZAWA 
Vice-Chairman, Working Party 6R 
Sony Corporation 
Atsugi Technology Center 
4-14-1, Asahi-cho Atsugi-shi 
KANAGAWA-KEN 243-0014 
Japan 
Tel: +81 462 306165 
Fax: +81 462 306533 
E-mailKaichi.Tatsuzawa@jp.sony.com

: 
_________________
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