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United States of America


Review of Space Coordination and Planning Framework of the ITU


Resolution 18 (PP-94)


Access to the spectrum/orbit resource is made more difficult by the number of inactive systems in a band that have been submitted for coordination or have been notified but have not been, and will not be implemented for technical, financial or other reasons, or if implemented, are no longer operational.  It is less burdensome to administrations to not respond to coordination requests than to cancel the inactive assignment. The current Regulations thus promote the perpetuation of inactive assignments in the frequency lists.  Frequency coordination is complex and expensive, and is made more so by presence of these inactive systems.  This increases the work of the BR and those who are coordinating new systems, and gives the appearance of a more congested spectrum/orbit resource than actually exists.  An assignment that is identified as potentially affected, but does not respond to a coordination request, could be to an inactive system.  A new regulation should remove such assignments from the record unless the submitting administration takes a proactive part in maintaining the assignment.


The current regulations permit an administration to retain an inactive entry without the need to respond to coordination requests.  At worst, the system will be considered as “secondary” to the specific satellite network that is being coordinated (S9.48/1102 and S9.49/1103). 


The Bureau has the authority to cancel an assignment in cases where an administration fails to notify the Bureau within 30 days of the bringing into use of a notified assignment (S11.47/1555) and after the expiration of the six year (plus extension) period of validity of assignments (S11.48/1056A).  In both cases, the Bureau must advise the administration who is given the opportunity to maintain the assignment.


Similar provisions exist for the cancellation of modified assignments in Appendix 30, but it is understood these provisions will be reviewed by WRC-97.


The following proposal illustrates one way to strengthen these housekeeping provisions so that an inactive assignment (either a coordination request or an entry in the MIFR) can be removed without requiring any further action by the notifying administration, but not without their knowledge and acceptance.





ADD S9.49bis		c)	that for a space network, the Bureau will advise the administration of the result of the application of S9.48 and S9.49 and that the space network coordination request or entry in the Master Register will be canceled following consultation unless the administration advises the Bureau within 90 days that the coordination request or entry in the Master Register is still valid.


Note: appropriate changes would be made to regulations which reference S9.48 and S9.49 so as to include a reference to S9.49bis.


Such a proposal will also serve as an incentive for administrations to be vigilant and promptly reply to coordination requests, to help solve a recognized problem in this regard.  The chance of an accidental oversight is small, since the notifying administration will have been requested four times to protect the assignment.


A further effect may be to reduce the number and size of “full-band” assignments which are sometimes included in the original coordination request, but are subsequently reduced in bandwidth as coordination proceeds.
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