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1.	Introduction


The purpose of this paper is to present some ideas on the regulatory and procedural aspects that are related to the Radio Regulations so as  to facilitate the discussions and set up a consensus in ITU Region 3 Forum for Resolution 18.


We hope that the consensus reached with broad discussions and exchanges of excellent ideas here in Region 3 Forum for Resolution 18 could play a great role  in establishing improved international satellite network coordination procedures and provide invaluable ideas to RAG and special committee. 


2.	Reservation of Capacity without actual use


2.1.	Due diligence


As the current AP4 or AP3 doesn’t include any information on implementation schedule for satellite network, there is no means to identify if the network would be brought into actual service. Under the current Radio Regulations, the administration can start international coordination procedures between 6 years and 2 years before the actual service date. Accordingly, actual progress including the contract of satellite procurement should be performed to prevent paper satellites.


We propose as follows :


the implementation schedule for the satellite network should be included when submitting AP 3 information. The contract date for the satellite  network  should be no later than 3 years from the submission date of AP3 information


at least, the following information should be included as a minimum requirements in the implementation schedule for the satellite network;


purpose of the satellite network


funding availability


satellite and launch vehicle milestones


the deadline for the contract of the satellite


the BR should return coordination document which do not include the implementation schedule


the BR also should return coordination document to the administration if the administration does not submit the copy of contract document for the satellite network to the BR within 3 years from the receipt date of AP3  information.


2.2.	Regulatory time limits for satellite network registration


At the present time it is possible to begin the ITU procedure up to 6 years before the intended date of bring into use, and to receive an automatic extension of up to 3 years upon request.  Now it is considered that the developed present technologies could shorten the time in manufacturing satellite system less than 3 years, which could shorten the regulatory time limits.


We propose that if the satellite network is not brought into service within 5 years from the advance publication, all the rights to the network should be canceled. However,  in case of the specific delays such as design change, launch delay etc., the period could be extended up to 2 years. 


2.3.	Operational lifetime


Although recent experience indicates practices of notifying unrealistically long operational lifetime date leading to almost permanent  occupation  of the orbital position, taking into consideration cost and period needed for the construction of the satellite and ground facilities, service providers and users, we would like to propose that the Resolution 4 of the current Radio Regulations should be retained as it is.


3.	Roles of Several  Parties and Improved Usage of Orbit/Spectrum Resource


3.1.	Roles of Government, Operators, RRB/BR in the Coordination Process


3.1.1.	Role of the operators


The coordination process between satellite networks implies the modification of the transmission parameters of the networks that would be actually determined by operators’ opinion in the meeting managed by administrations. Moreover, increasing privatization is requiring more activities of the operators instead of the administrations. In spit of the  aspects above,  the Radio Regulations doesn’t include any provision on the role of the operators.  For more efficient coordination process,  we suggest that the coordination agreement between the operators, which is confirmed by the administration concerned,  should be accepted by the BR. 


3.1.2.	Role of the RRB and BR


As stated on paragraph 2.2, we proposed the reduction in regulatory time limits from 6 years to 5 years with 2 years for extension upon request. In addition, we suggest that the RRB establish specific criteria of the extension and judge the acceptability of a request for the extension.


3.2.	Uncoordinated use of orbital/spectrum resources


It is a regulatory obligation that all satellite networks should be brought into service after completing the coordination procedures not to cause harmful interference to  their networks. It is regarded that some sanctions should be imposed on the administration whose satellite is brought into service without completing the coordination procedures. 


We propose as follows :


Concerning uncoordinated use of orbit/spectrum resources, the BR should publish the list of these networks in its Weekly Circular on an interval of three months  and report to next WRC


Concerning rapid and temporary uncoordinated use of orbit/spectrum resources in urgent cases, the administration concerned  should start  formal coordination right after entering into its operation  with the administrations whose networks are affected by harmful interference(excluding  the administrations  which have completed coordination but doesn’t enter into operation)


the RRB should review and identify the urgent cases and the period of temporary operation.


3.3.	Transfer of orbital location/spectrum.


The orbit and spectrum resources belong to all mankind, so they should not be claimed ownership by a particular country. Therefore the  transfer of orbital location and spectrum from one country to another should not be permitted except a specific territory change from one country to another due to political reasons.  


3.4.	New coordination methods/concepts


Under the present  Radio Regulations procedure,  there are AP-3 and AP-4  that should  be submitted to the ITU. However, AP-4 information has no real bearing on coordination process, so it is necessary to combine  AP-4 and AP-3.  In actual coordination process, it is true that the large difference between maximum and minimum power levels for the same service provided in AP-3 makes the coordination process difficult. The ITU-R Study Group 4 is kindly requested to study appropriate technical ranges for the service and recommend the study result. With the present workload of the ITU, it takes 6 to 10 months to publish AP-4 information after the BR receives it while it specifies as within 3 months in the Radio Regulations. Therefore it is considered more reasonable that the regulatory time  limits of satellite network would start from the publication of AP-3 information. 


3.5.	Equitable access to orbit/spectrum resources


The orbital locations allocated to each country for FSS and BSS(AP-30/30A/30B) are different , which would make it difficult to have an economically viable system for both BSS and FSS requirements. For more economical system, we propose that FSS and BSS planned bands should be allocated at the same orbital position.





