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Australia


�Introduction


In the BSS-77 Plan Australia and many other countries were assigned westerley orbital locations due mainly to the limitations of satellite technology at that time.  At the WARC-ORB conference in 1988 Australia stated that it intended to propose changing its assignments to easterley locations through the Plan Modification Procedure.  This change from 98/128 degrees to 152/164 degrees was initiated in 1991 and has recently been completed, releasing the 98/128 locations for use by other administrations in the Review of the Region 1 and 3 BSS Plans.


Revised Rules of Procedure published in November 1996 in Circular CR 60 Annexes 2 and 3 state that if changed locations obtained through the Plan Modification Procedure are not brought into use within the (5+3) year period they shall lapse and the original plan assignments shall be restored.  (This is not in accordance with the existing provisions in Appendices 30 and 30A).  In Australia’s case this would happen in 1999 if the new assignments had not been brought into use.


However it is anticipated that WRC-97 will include the assignments for Australia at 152/164 degrees in the revised Plans and will delete the assignments at 98/128 degrees.  In that case the revised ROPs would not affect Australia.


Comment


The consequences of the existing provisions in Appendices 30 and 30A and the revised ROPs are:


to disadvantage any administration which wishes to change its orbital locations but is unable to bring the new assignments into use within the  (5+3) year period, and


to adversely affect any other administrations which had taken up or wished to take up the vacated slots.  


If these provisions and ROPs should apply to the Plans as revised by WRC-97 the result would be to disadvantage administrations, reducing flexibility and efficiency in the use of the planned bands. 


Proposal


The SCRPM should draw attention to this problem in its report to the CPM.
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