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order in which assemblies and conferences are held





1	Introduction


At the special meeting of RAG, held in Geneva from 10 to 12 September 1997, it was suggested that it might be more effective to hold the radiocommunication assembly (RA) immediately after the corresponding world radiocommunication conference (WRC), and it was decided that further consideration should be given to this suggestion at the sixth meeting of RAG (Geneva, January 1998) in the light of experience from RA�97 and WRC�97.


2	Experience


Among other things, RA�97 established the study group work programme, maintained the study group structure and approved a number of Recommendations.


The agenda of WRC�97, held immediately after RA�97, included the following subjects:


•	"to examine the revised ITU-R Recommendations incorporated by reference in the Radio Regulations which have been communicated by the associated Radiocommunication Assembly, in accordance with Resolution 28 (WRC-95); and decide whether or not to update the corresponding references in the Radio Regulations, in accordance with principles contained in the Annex to Resolution 27 (WRC-95)" (item 2);


•	"to review, and take appropriate action on, the report from the Radiocommunication Assembly submitted in accordance with Nos. 135 and 136 of the Convention (Geneva, 1992)" (item 5);


•	"to identify those items requiring urgent actions by the radiocommunication study groups in preparation for the 1999 World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-99)" (item 6); and


•	"to consider and approve the report of the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau on the activities of the Radiocommunication Sector since the last Conference" (item 8.1).


With regard to its agenda item 2, WRC-97 examined the list of 23 Recommendations incorporated by reference in the Radio Regulations and 14 others to which non�mandatory reference is made, and it noted that 11 Recommendations had been modified, five during RA-97. Nevertheless, it did not update the references in the Radio Regulations, but instructed the Director of BR to arrange for a review of the affected provisions at the next WRC (Resolution 27 (WRC-97)).


With regard to its agenda item 5, WRC-97 examined the report of the Radiocommunication Assembly (Document 122), containing a list of all ITU-R Recommendations in force, but it did not adopt any particular measures on the report.


With regard to its agenda item 6, WRC-97 approved numerous resolutions inviting ITU-R to carry out particular studies.


With regard to its agenda item 8.1, WRC-97 considered and approved the report of the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau (Document 27). Under No. 180 of the Convention (Geneva, 1992), this report may also be submitted to the Council.


In the week following WRC-97, a joint meeting of study group chairmen and vice-chairmen and the first meeting of the Conference Preparatory Meeting (CPM) were held, to establish the structure of the CPM Report to the next conference and organize the work of the study groups.


3	Provisions of the Constitution and Convention


Under No. 91 of the Constitution (Geneva, 1992), radiocommunication assemblies shall normally be convened every two years, and be associated in place and time with world radiocommunication conferences so as to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the Radiocommunication Sector.


In addition, under the Convention, the agenda of world radiocommunication conferences may include:


•	"an item concerning instructions to the Radio Regulations Board and the Radiocommunication Bureau regarding their activities, and a review of those activities" (CV116); and


•	"the adoption of questions to be studied by the radiocommunication assembly, as well as matters that the assembly shall consider in relation to future radiocommunication conferences" (CV117).


The conference shall also "consider and approve the report of the Director of the Bureau on the activities of the Sector since the last conference" (CV125).


As to the duties of radiocommunication assemblies, under the Convention these include:


•	"bearing in mind the need to keep the demands on the resources of the Union to a minimum, approve the programme of work arising from the review of existing questions and new questions and determine the priority, urgency, estimated financial implications and time-scale for the completion of their study" (CV132);


•	"give advice on matters within its competence in response to requests from a world radiocommunication conference" (CV135); and


•	"report to the associated world radiocommunication conference on the progress in matters that may be included in the agenda of future radiocommunication conferences" (CV136).


From a study of these provisions, it would appear that No. 136 of the Convention seems to require the radiocommunication assembly to be held before the associated world radiocommunication conference, whereas Nos. 117, 132 and 135 of the Convention would appear to indicate holding the assembly after the associated conference; the duties assigned under Nos. 116 and 125 of the Convention do not affect the order in which the assembly and conference are convened.


�
4	Proposal


Since, under the Constitution, WRCs and RAs should be held at the same venue and one after the other, it is proposed that the assemblies be held immediately after the world radiocommunication conferences.


Until now, the preference has been to hold first the assemblies and then the conferences, so that the new or revised ITU�R Recommendations approved at the RA can be taken into account by the associated WRC, and because the agendas of WRCs usually include an item on the RA's report to the Conference.


Nevertheless, given the workload of the WRCs, it is difficult for the new or revised ITU�R Recommendations, approved just a week before by the RA, to be considered as befits texts that will acquire the status of an international treaty, or so that the associated conference can incorporate them by reference in the Radio Regulations with sufficient precaution. Furthermore, the report of the RA has relatively little effect on the work of the associated WRC.


Given the responsibility of the assemblies with regard to the structure and scope of the study groups, and the decreasing importance of the formal approval of Recommendations in the study groups, to hold the RA immediately after the WRC would allow the most efficient structure to be adopted for the study groups and the study group work programme to be adapted to the agenda of the following WRC, thus reducing the number of meetings required.


There would be further advantage in the fact that the RA would be attended by the study group chairmen and vice-chairmen and participants in the first meeting of the CPM, held to establish the structure of the CPM Report to WRC and to designate chapter groups to be responsible for each item or subitem of the WRC's agenda.


If RAG views this proposal favourably, the next Plenipotentiary Conference (PP�98) will have to amend No. 136 of the Convention accordingly, and the Council will have to amend items 2 and 5 of the agenda of the next world radiocommunication conference (Resolution GTPLEN1-3 (WRC-97)).
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