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CONFERENCE PREPARATORY MEETINGS (CPMs)





The experience gained from the CPMs held to date bears out the need for such meetings, at which technical, operational and procedural matters are dealt with, thereby greatly facilitating the work of administrations in preparing for the WRC, resolving many differences of opinion, paving the way to mutually-acceptable compromises and, finally, bringing out fundamental areas of disagreement between administrations.


In point of fact, the CPM to some extent serves as the first technical session of the conference, as used to be the case on those occasions when conferences were convened in two sessions; this similarity should as far as possible be encouraged, to the point at which the CPM prepares draft texts for inclusion in the final acts of the conference or Radio Regulations (provided there are no particular areas of disagreement), or alternative texts should a number of varying approaches emerge. However, it will of course be up to the conference itself to decide on the matter.


In the interests of expediting and enhancing the effectiveness of the preparatory work, it is desirable that each item (or separate issue) on the agenda of the conference should be considered by a separate working party or task group, which could report the results of its work direct to the rapporteur responsible for the relevant chapter of the CPM report, without their needing to be considered by the study group. In so doing, however, maximum use should be made of the existing system of study group working parties and task groups, modifying their terms of reference, as well as those of their current Chairmen and Vice�Chairmen, where necessary.


Regulatory and procedural matters may then be considered by one of the working parties responsible for the relevant chapter of the CPM report. The Chairman of that working party does not necessarily have to be the Vice�Chairman of the CPM, from which it would appear that the CPM will need only one Chairman and one Vice�Chairman, who should preferably be elected by the conference rather than the radiocommunication assembly.


The radiocommunication study groups, which collectively deal with matters relating to all the radio services, should continue to perform all aspects of their work and provide every assistance in preparing for conferences.


Their duty is to ensure the framework for the everyday operation of the radio services as well as for their necessary development. Any one conference may be interested in a different aspect of a study group's activities, which is why questions that have been, or may be, included on the agenda of any given conference should not be deleted from a study group's terms of reference.


�
To facilitate the preparatory work for the next conference, a preliminary CPM could be convened during the week immediately following the end of the last one. That preliminary meeting should then be followed by a meeting of study group Chairmen and Vice�Chairmen to ensure that all organizational matters are settled within two weeks of the conclusion of the last conference.


Conclusions


1)	In the interests of enhancing the preparatory work, it is suggested that:


–	items on the conference agenda be allocated among the working parties and task groups of the CPM, as far as possible using the existing study group working parties and task groups, and that it no longer be required that the results of their work be considered at study group meetings;


–	the preliminary CPM and subsequent meeting of study group Chairmen and Vice�Chairmen be held immediately after the end of the previous conference.


2)	Matters under consideration by working parties and task groups of the CPM should not be removed from the terms of reference of study groups, which should continue to pursue to the full all aspects of the work pertaining to their respective fields of competence. 
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