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IMPROVEMENT IN CPM WORKING METHODS�(RESOLUTION ITU-R 2-1 AND ITU-R 38)





1	The 1995 Radiocommunication Assembly agreed on Resolution ITU-R 2-1, "Conference Preparatory Meeting" (CPM). Annex 1 of ITU-R 2-1 "Working methods for the Conference Preparatory Meeting", gives the broad general guidance for the conduct of the CPM and for regulatory/procedural studies.


The CPM agreed on additional working procedures to carry out studies in order to prepare its report to WRC-97. The working procedures included establishing lead Study Groups for each WRC-97 agenda item. Interested Working Parties or Task Groups would not contribute to the CPM but would contribute to the lead group. Contribution to the lead group would be through members of the interested groups attending meetings of the lead group, appointment of Rapporteurs, or liaison statements. In general all work would be finished by December of 1996 when the draft CPM Report would be put together.


Due to scheduling difficulties, not all Study Groups or their Working Parties completed their CPM input prior to December of 1996. Also several Working Parties met after December 1996. The lead Working Parties meeting provided additional text to the draft CPM Report, as had been foreseen. Some of the additional text proposed by interested groups had already been agreed by the lead group. 


Thus, CPM-97 will have to treat the draft CPM Report, additional text from late meeting Working Parties, and administration inputs. Additionally, the Study Groups and Working Parties sent documents related to regulatory matters to the meeting of the Special Committee for Regulatory/Procedural Matters (SCRPM).


In the annex to Administrative Circular CACE/84 (Document CVC 7/12), in Section 5 it is noted that the seventh meeting of Study Group Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen agreed that the CPM meeting tentatively scheduled for 1998, should be moved to the week following WRC-97, and should be combined with the next meeting of Study Group Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen.


�
Annex 1 to Resolution ITU-R 2-1 states that the first meeting of the CPM will be held within three months of the end of the previous WRC. It should be recognized that the CPM is a meeting of administrations, not a meeting of Study Groups or their component parts. 


The purpose of the first meeting of the CPM is to coordinate the work programmes of the relevant Study Groups. In order to fulfil this obligation, this first meeting should provide administrations with the opportunity to do three things:


a)	to consider all aspects of the forthcoming WRC which may need preparation work;


b)	to review, revising if necessary, the plan of work devised by the Study Group Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen, in response to the WRC agenda;


c)	to determine the format of the CPM Report, taking into account the WRC agenda.


Thus, the first CPM meeting must occur after the meeting of Study Group Chairmen and Vice�Chairmen, and should be separated in time from that meeting to permit proper review of the CVC output material by administrations.


Further, it is difficult to imagine that delegates from administrations participating in, for example, WRC-97 will necessarily be those interested in the agenda of WRC-99. Additionally, it is likely that many delegates to WRC-97 will be happy to be departing Geneva after four gruelling weeks of conference negotiations, and will not be able to stay for another week of planning for the next WRC.


In view of the foregoing it is recommended that the RAG conduct detailed discussions on the working methods of the CPM. Also the Director should compile information on working methods and costs regarding the CPM preparation for WRC-97 and present a report to the Radicommunication Assembly 1997 to assist in making decisions regarding the CPM and Resolution ITU-R 2-1 


2	The 1995 Radiocommunication Assembly also adopted Resolution ITU-R 38, "Study of Regulatory/Procedural Matters", which created the Special Committee for Regulatory/Procedural Matters (SCRPM) to address the review of regulatory/procedural matters, the results of which may be used by administrations in their preparation for the 1997 World Radiocommunication Conference. The SCRPM replaced the Working Party of the CPM, which functioned successfully during preparations for WRC-95. Under resolves 3 of Resolution ITU-R 38, results of the SCRPM shall be contributions to the CPM.


3	The SCRPM had additional duties related to Resolution 18 (Kyoto, 1994) assigned to it by the 1995 World Radiocommunication Conference. Thus the issues addressed by the SCRPM were expanded and went beyond reporting to the CPM but also included a report on Resolution 18 to the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau.


The SCRPM had a large burden regarding the Simplified Radio Regulations but was unable to adequately treat harmonization of them at its meeting in January 1997. A great deal of time was spent on Appendices 30 and 30A. The SCRPM established SC-3 which treated Appendices 30 and 30A. However SC-1 which was to treat the harmonization of Articles S9-S14 also spent a great deal of its time trying to place certain Appendix 30 and 30A procedures into Article S9. As a result not much was accomplished in harmonizing Articles S9-S14 and a great deal of this work will have to be done at CPM-97. Also the input from the Working Parties was found to not contain requirements for any significant regulatory/procedural work and this will also have to be treated at CPM-97. The SCRPM did forward recommended text for Article S12, High Frequency Broadcasting. Resolution 27 (WRC-95) instructed the Director to arrange for the SCRPM to conduct studies to �
address provisions of the Radio Regulations which use mandatory incorporation by reference. The Director provided a report to the SCRPM meeting on this subject. Unfortunately there was not enough time to address the matter so it was also referred to administrations and the CPM to conduct additional work. Because of all the work undertaken by the SCRPM and its relationship to the work of the CPM and the ITU-R Study Groups, the working methods of the SCRPM should be examined for further definition and refinement. This should be undertaken under instructs 1, 2, and 3 of Resolution ITU-R 38.


4	As indicated above, the work of the SCRPM has been tied to some extent to the work of the ITU-R Working Parties addressing various WRC-97 agenda items. To make the work of the Working Parties and SCRPM better coordinated, the following principles are suggested for the work of these groups:


a)	During the period of work the "lead" Working Parties should continue meeting both first and last after the first session of the CPMs and before the second.


b)	The last meeting of the lead groups should all take place in advance of the meeting where the draft CPM Report is put together.


c)	The SCRPM or its successor should meet at the same time as the first session of the CPM to better define its role in relation to the Working Parties.
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