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Introduction


The 1997 Radiocommunication Assembly addressed the organization and working methods of the aspects of the Radiocommunication Sector which are within its scope.


The decisions reached by the Assembly are those contained in Resolutions ITU-R 1-2, 2-2, 3-1, 4-2, 15-2, 35, 36 and 38-1.


Structure and organization


The RA maintained the RAG with unchanged terms of reference (Resolution ITU-R 3-1).


The structure of the Study Groups was essentially unchanged, although some small changes were made to the "Principles applicable" to the work of Study Group 1. These changes related to the development of texts on strategies to be implemented for economic approaches to national spectrum management in close cooperation with the T Sector. It may be noted that Study Group 1 is the only Study Group for which principles have been prepared as an annex to the Resolution, and that some aspects of those principles apply to all Study Groups as set out in Resolution ITU-R 1-2.


Within the Study Groups, work is undertaken by Task Groups, for specific, generally time-limited, studies and Working Parties. Work between Study Groups may be undertaken when necessary by Joint Task Groups or Joint Working Parties. In some cases for urgent or specific issues which require analysis a Rapporteur may be appointed by a Study Group, Task Group or Working Party, and in some special cases a Joint Rapporteur Group may be established with experts from more than one Study Group. 


The Assembly faced the difficulty that the agenda for WRC-99 was not available at the time of the meeting. The Conference Preparatory Meeting was maintained (Resolution ITU-R 2-2) with some small changes to the Annex which describe the working methods. In particular the first meeting of the CPM is associated with the meeting of the Study Group Chairmen which takes place immediately after the end of the WRC. This arrangement permits the longest possible period for WRC-related studies, and ensures that suitable arrangements may be made to streamline the scheduling of the activities of experts involved in both CPM and other SG studies.


�
The matter of the study of Regulatory and Procedural matters gave particular concern since it was not clear if any such studies would be necessary as part of the WRC preparation. It was decided to retain the Special Committee on Regulatory/Procedural Matters but that the responsibility for the activation of this Committee would be for the WRC or by the CPM if authorized by the WRC. (Resolution ITU-R 38-1).


The organization of Vocabulary work is covered in Resolutions ITU-R 36 (for the Coordinating Committee for Vocabulary), and ITU-R 35 for the Study Group Rapporteurs for Vocabulary. 


Working methods


Working methods for the Radiocommunication Assembly, the Study Groups, Task Groups, Working Parties and the Rapporteurs is described in Resolution ITU-R 1-2. Considerable attention was given to this at the Assembly, but the working methods are largely unchanged from those which were intended to apply with Resolution ITU-R 1-1. However, the wording has been clarified, particularly in regard to the approval of Recommendations. The Resolution remains long and complex, but this is due to the wide range of topics covered in one text.


Working methods for the RAG, the CPM, the SCRPM and the CCV are dealt with in the appropriate Resolutions (ITU-R 3-1, 2-2, 38-1, and 36 respectively). In some cases these are based on Resolution ITU-R 1-2, but in other cases the groups decide their own working methods.


Work programme


The titles of approved Questions, their priority categories and the Study Groups to which they are assigned, are given in Resolution ITU-R 5-2. The detailed text of each Question will be contained in one of the first documents in the series for the relevant Study Group. At the 1995 Radiocommunication Assembly it was suggested that it would be appropriate to undertake a major review of Questions with a view to prioritizing the work and eliminating redundant Questions at four-yearly intervals. Thus it would be desirable to undertake this prior to, and at, the 1999 Assembly. 


Terms of office of chairmanships and vice-chairmanships


Resolution ITU-R 15-2 provides for a maximum term of office for Study Group Chairmen and Vice�Chairmen. There are no similar provisions for the RAG, the CPM, the Special Committees or the CCV. However the CPM, which originally had a defined procedure for the rotation of chairmanships, does not now have that provision and Resolution ITU-R 2-2 provides that the CPM shall have a Chairman and two Vice-Chairmen.


There are also no provisions for the terms of office for those appointed by the Study Groups - the Chairmen of Task Groups. Working Parties or the Rapporteurs - again many of these are dealing with urgent, time-limited studies. 
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