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1	The 1997 Radiocommunication Assembly adopted an Opinion on "Cooperation and Harmonization in the Future Activities of ITU-R and ITU-T". This Opinion considers that a common, harmonized ITU approach, as applicable, is needed in response to changes in the telecommunications environment, including a modification in the scopes and roles of those involved in the field of telecommunications due to the separation of regulatory and operational functions, as well as the emergence of issues associated with the convergence of telecommunications, computer, broadcasting and information technology. One manifestation of changes is the increase in numbers and participation within all three of the ITU Sectors by Sector Members. The 1998 Plenipotentiary Conference will examine changes in the telecommunications environment in the context of the ITU Strategic Plan and Operational Plans of the Sectors, to ensure that ITU remains the pre-eminent, relevant telecommunications organization. 


2	The new ITU-R Opinion states that the RAG and TSAG should implement specific measures, such as joint ITU-R/ITU-T project teams, to respond to rapid changes in the telecommunication environment which would include convergence issues among telecommunications, computer, broadcasting and information technologies. 


3	The United States suggests that if these project teams are to be formed, representation from the ITU Development Sector should be invited (participants or observers, as appropriate), so that the developing countries are in a better position to take immediate advantage of such changes in the telecommunications environment. 


4	This suggestion could be discussed at the joint meeting of the TSAG/RAG/TDAB scheduled for 15 January 1998.
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