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Australia


TIES ACCESS TO DRAFT ITU-R RECOMMENDATIONS


Proposal


1	Australia proposes that draft ITU�R study group recommendations be made freely available to users who subscribe to the ITU-R Recommendations On Line Service.


Introduction


2	At present, draft recommendations are available for sale through the Electronic Bookshop. Many study group participants who subscribe to the Recommendations On Line Service require access to the draft recommendations before they appear on the On Line Service as approved recommendations. At present, this requires them to separately purchase the draft recommendation through the Electronic Bookshop, even though they will eventually have access to the approved recommendation through their On Line subscription. 


3	Many ITU-R study group participants require access to the draft recommendations as part of their preparation for future study group activities. It is desirable that preparation activities for future study group work not be impeded by extra financial burden, as this may turn out to be counter-productive.


Considerations


4	While the extra cost of purchasing draft recommendations from the Electronic Bookshop may appear justified on a user pays basis, we must consider that work undertaken by the study groups is done on a voluntary basis.


5	Those who subscribe to the Recommendations On Line Service will eventually get access to the approved recommendation. Access to the draft recommendations for such subscribers would appear logical and would improve the efficiency in preparation for future study group work.


6	IPR and copyright issues would not be affected by this proposal.


7	Resolution 14 of the Additional Plenipotentiary Conference (Geneva, 1992) resolves that all documentation of the Union be available in electronic form intended to facilitate the timely development of recommendations.
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