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number of vice-chairmen of itu-r study groups


1	Introduction


This contribution presents some comments on Nos. 242 and 243 of the Convention (Geneva, 1992) which are reproduced below: 


242	1.	The radiocommunication assembly, the world telecommunication standardization conference and the world telecommunication development conference shall appoint a Chairman and normally one Vice-Chairman of each study group. In appointing Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen, particular consideration shall be given to the requirements of competence and equitable geographical distribution, and to the need to promote more efficient participation by the developing countries.


243	2.	If the workload of any study group requires, the assembly or conference shall appoint such additional Vice�Chairmen as it deems necessary, normally not more than two in total.


2	ITU-T study groups


In the case of ITU-T, the maximum number of Vice-Chairmen of a study group was eight in 1988. After APP-92 introduced Nos. 242 and 243 of the Convention, it seems that ITU-T interpreted them very strictly. In fact, since 1993, the maximum number of Vice-Chairmen of an ITU-T study group has been two. It may imply that ITU-T has interpreted "normally" in No. 243 as "in any case".


3	ITU-R study groups


As compared with ITU-T, the case of ITU-R seems very contrasting. Table 1 shows the numbers of Vice-Chairmen of ITU-R study groups appointed by the 1993, 1995 and 1997 Radiocommunication Assemblies. The maximum number of Vice-Chairmen of a study group was five in 1990. Since 1993, this has been four. This may be compared with the maximum number of two in the case of ITU-T.


The average number of Vice-Chairmen per study group since 1993 has been in the range of 2.75 to 3.00. This indicates that ITU-R has interpreted Nos. 242 and 243 of the Convention very flexibly.


�
From the standpoint of ITU-R, the following factors may be pointed out in order to justify a flexible interpretation of Nos. 242 and 243 of the Convention:


–	Additional Vice-Chairmen will cause virtually no additional cost for the Union.


–	In certain study groups which deal with a number of radio services, it is desirable to appoint Vice-Chairmen representing different radio services.


–	Flexibility has facilitated the appointment of Vice-Chairmen at radiocommunication assemblies.


–	In some cases, appointment of additional Vice-Chairmen is effective in order to enhance active participation in study groups.


–	No difficulty or disadvantage has been encountered due to the existence of more than two Vice-Chairmen in a study group.


It may also be noted that at the 1997 Radiocommunication Assembly, no administration complained about the number of Vice-Chairmen of study groups appointed by the Assembly. This may indicate that the current practice is appropriate for ITU-R.


4	Conclusion


The current practice of appointing Vice-Chairmen of study groups seems appropriate for ITU-R. On the other hand, the difference between ITU-R and ITU-T practices is fairly large.


There is a possibility that at the forthcoming 1998 Plenipotentiary Conference, some administrations may point out that the ITU-R practice is not compliant with Nos. 242 and 243 of the Convention (Geneva, 1992).


It may be desirable that the Radiocommunication Advisory Group express its view on this matter, which may be included in the report of the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau to the Council and then to the Plenipotentiary Conference.


TABLE 1


Number of Vice-Chairmen of ITU-R study groups�appointed by the radiocommunication assemblies


�
1993�
1995�
1997�
�
Study Group 1�
4�
4�
3�
�
Study Group 2�
2�
-�
-�
�
Study Group 3�
2�
2�
2�
�
Study Group 4�
2�
2�
4�
�
Study Group 7�
3�
3�
3�
�
Study Group 8�
3�
3�
4�
�
Study Group 9�
3�
3�
2�
�
Study Group 10�
3�
3�
4�
�
Study Group 11�
3�
2�
2�
�
Total�
25�
22�
24�
�
Average�
2.78�
2.75�
3.00�
�
________________
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