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Director, Radiocommunication Bureau


options for the study of regulatory/procedural matters





During the 1995 Radiocommunication Assembly, by means of Resolution ITU-R 38 "Study of Regulatory/Procedural Matters", the Special Committee was established to address the review of regulatory/procedural matters and instructed the Director to investigate, with the advice of the RAG, different options for the organization of such studies in the period beyond 1997.


The annexed draft report is intended for submission to the 1997 Radiocommunication Assembly. It is submitted at this stage to the RAG for advice. After any appropriate amendments, it will then be used to invite the ITU-R membership to participate in the investigation.












































Annex: 1


�
Annex


Draft report to RA-97


Director, Radiocommunication Bureau


options for the study of regulatory/procedural �matters in the period beyond 1997


1	Introduction


1.1	The Radiocommunication Assembly (Geneva, 1995) adopted Resolution ITU-R 38 by which it established the Special Committee on Regulatory/Procedural Matters (SC). The terms of reference of the SC, as contained in resolves 1 of the Resolution, are as follows:


to address the review of regulatory/procedural matters, the results of which may be used by administrations in their preparations for the 1997 World Radiocommunication Conference. 


The role of the SC was further considered at the WRC-95 when examining the progress report of the Director on Resolution 18 (Kyoto, 1994) dealing with the Review of the ITU's Frequency Coordination and Planning Framework for Satellite Networks. During these discussions, the WRC�95 concluded that the SC should also be included in this review, together with the other bodies identified in this respect, i.e. the ITU-R Study Groups, Radiocommunication Bureau, Radio Regulations Board, RAG and the World Telecommunication Policy Forum scheduled for 1996.


1.2	With Resolution ITU-R 38, the RA-95 decided that the SC "shall incorporate and address the work formerly undertaken in the Working Party to the Conference Preparatory Meeting on regulatory/procedural matters" (resolves 2). The RA-95 resolved that the SC "shall adopt the working methods of the Study Groups wherever applicable, and shall be task oriented" (resolves 5).


1.3	The RA-95, in the same Resolution, instructed the Director "to investigate, with the advice of the Radiocommunication Advisory Group, options for study of regulatory/procedural matters, including but not limited to the use of a WP to the CPM or a full ITU-R Study Group". It also instructed the Director "to invite the ITU membership to participate in the investigation of options for the study of regulatory procedures in the period beyond 1997".


1.4	This report addresses possible options and objectives for the study of regulatory/procedural matters in the period beyond 1997.


2	Possible objectives


This report does not advocate any option. It only states objectives as a starting point in investigating options. To this end, the Bureau has collected various ideas which have been put forward on several occasions, which could be summarized in the form of objectives as follows:


•	as the study of the regulatory/procedural matters tends to be ongoing in nature, the selected body should be of an ongoing nature;


�
•	the selected body should have a relatively broad mandate so as to cover a wide variety of regulatory/procedural matters including ones of a long-term character; 


•	the selected body should be as open as possible with a view to ensure the broadest participation at a high level from the Member States and Sector Members;


•	work should start immediately after the relevant WRC, or after the first meeting of the CPM;


•	all specialized expertise and an overall picture of all developments on regulatory/procedural matters should be available; 


•	it should be possible to focus activities on specified issues as set out in the WRC agendas and be task oriented;


•	it is necessary to assure close liaison with other Study Groups, which are studying other aspects e.g. technical, concerning the development of the relevant radio services necessary so as to benefit from the results of studies within the appropriate Study Groups. It is to be noted that such liaison is highly dependent on the coordinated calendar of activities with the other groups;


•	an efficient mechanism for reporting to CPM/WRC, is required which would ensure a coherent consolidated full answer to a problem considered in different bodies;


•	early information (well before the commencement of the WRC) must be provided on the regulatory texts that may become parts of an international treaty, in an appropriate way (i.e., in three languages);


•	the process must be cost-effective, for the ITU budget and for Member States and Sector Members and not impose additional financial burdens on the other Study Groups;


•	the required number of meetings and meeting days that experts have to attend should be minimized.


3	Possible options


The following possible options have been raised in various fora:


•	Working Party of the CPM;


•	Working Group of the RAG;


•	Special Committee;


•	full ITU-R Study Group;


•	studies within the existing Study Groups.


Once the objectives are agreed upon, each option may be evaluated against the objectives, taking into account the experiences with the different options already used in this respect (WP of the CPM in the period 1994-1995, WG of the RAG in 1995, SC in the period 1995-1997).
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