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Until recently, each world administrative radio conference or world radiocommunication conference has as necessary drawn up its own procedures for regulating questions relating to the notification, coordination and registration of frequency assignments, although these regulatory procedures have been practically uniform in structure, differing only in some details.


The existence of a large number of procedures has made it difficult for administrations to understand and use them, and hence when the Voluntary Group of Experts on the simplification of the Radio Regulations (VGE) was set up, one of its main tasks was to simplify and standardize the many procedures, with a view, ideally, to developing a single, universal, simple and convenient procedure.


The VGE was very successful in simplifying the procedures, and the WRC-95 on the whole approved its recommendations on the subject and adopted a number of simplified and standardized texts. However, in view of the complexity of the matter, the problem of simplifying regulatory procedures could not be entirely disposed of at the WRC-95 and the Special Committee on Regulatory/Procedural Matters (SCRPM) was set up to continue the work of further improving the texts on regulatory/procedural matters in the Radio Regulations.


The SCRPM was instructed to deal with the remaining problems in this field and submit its report to the WRC-97 through the Conference Preparatory Meeting, which was convened in Geneva from 5 to 16 May 1997 and dealt with the SCRPM's proposals in Chapter 1 of its report to the WRC-97. 


It is to be expected that some further regulatory/procedural problems may come up at the WRC-97, and the matter will most likely be finally settled at the WRC-99.


Thus, up until 1999 it will be necessary for a specific unit within the Radiocommunication Sector to carry on the task of improving the regulatory/procedural texts. It will also be necessary to deal, in general, with the question of how regulatory/procedural matters are to be handled in future.


At present, regulatory/procedural work has two aims, one of them short term (to complete work on the procedural texts with a view to simplifying and standardizing them), and the other long term (correction and addition of universal procedures in accordance with the needs that arise). For the purposes of carrying out this work, there are the following alternatives:


1)	to maintain the SCRPM in existence;


�
2)	to set up a special study group on regulatory/procedural matters within the existing radiocommunication study group structure;


3)	to set up an ad hoc group through the radiocommunication assembly;


4)	to entrust the existing study groups with the task of studying regulatory/procedural matters for those services that fall within their terms of reference;


5)	to entrust this work to one of the working parties set up under the conference preparatory meeting;


6)	to undertake this work solely at conferences.


The amount of short-term regulatory/procedural work that remains to be done is relatively small. The amount of long-term work is unpredictable, but if, as expected, the WRC�97's decisions result in the adoption of wholly satisfactory simplified and standardized texts, the amount of such work will not be very great either.


Furthermore, in view of the fact that:


•	well-drafted regulatory/procedural texts ought not, in principle, to need frequent and radical amendment;


•	the result of future work on regulatory/procedural matters should be in the form of proposals to correct the texts in the Radio Regulations, for consideration and adoption at the appropriate conferences;


•	work on regulatory/procedural matters ought not to proceed in a disorderly and ad hoc manner, but solely in accordance with specific concrete instructions formulated by previous conferences, 


the most appropriate way of carrying on future work would be to entrust it to one of the working parties of the conference preparatory meeting, which would prepare its own separate chapter for the CPM report (alternative 5). 


The disadvantages of the other alternatives are as follows:


Alternative 1	The relatively small volume and importance of the remaining short-term work and expected long-term work does not require such a high-level and independent body as the SCRPM to be kept in existence. The SCRPM's other tasks - Resolution 18 and settlement of the question of incorporating ITU-R Recommendations in the Radio Regulations by reference - have either practically been disposed of or can be dealt with in the RAG, whose role it is proposed should be expanded.


Alternative 2	The establishment of a special study group on regulatory/procedural questions which would have broad terms of reference of a general nature, not designed specifically to meet the needs of conferences, and which would not work solely in accordance with instructions from previous conferences is unacceptable, since such a study group would feel obliged to make proposals on regulatory/procedural matters as a matter of course, which would run counter to the aim of achieving maximum stability and universality in the corresponding texts of the Radio Regulations.


Alternative 3	If this ad hoc group is to be organizationally designed to prepare texts for the next conference on the instructions of previous conferences, this amounts to alternative 5. It should be noted here that there is no justification for separating out work on regulatory/procedural matters in any way from the general course of work on preparations for conferences.


�
Alternative 4	Hitherto, radiocommunication study groups have left regulatory/procedural questions more or less untouched, but advantage should be taken of their advice and experience. The example of the work of WP 10/5 and JWP 10-11S shows that study groups can generate interesting ideas, and their contribution would be very useful; however, the final, more thorough work has to be done in a separate specialized body.


Alternative 6	In principle it would be desirable to have texts in the Radio Regulations of such a kind that questions of a regulatory/procedural nature either never arose at all, or, if they did come up at some particular conference, would be solved by it. However, it is only to be expected that any conference, that has not been sufficiently well prepared in advance, will be unable to dispose of its regulatory/procedural business completely, but will be able to formulate the outstanding tasks for the next conference, which will mean having a specialized body to deal with those tasks, reporting its proposals to the next conference.


Conclusions


In view of the fact that the WRC-97 should result in the adoption of a body of simplified universal procedural texts, that procedural texts by their nature ought not to change very often or very radically and, at the same time, that it is necessary to have a body in which it would be possible, in the short term, to finalize universal procedures and, in the long term, to introduce any necessary amendments to them, it is proposed that that body should be one of the working parties of the conference preparatory meeting (CPM), working strictly according to the specific instructions of previous conferences and submitting the results of its work in the form of a separate chapter in the CPM report to the next conference.
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