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Director, Radiocommunication Bureau


REfinement (Resolution 16)








1.	The World Telecommunication Standardization Conference (WTSC) resolved that the TSAG and the RAG should continue to meet jointly, as necessary, to continue the review of new and existing work and its distribution between Sectors.  This would include the continuation of Intersector Coordination Groups to minimise duplication of activities of the Sectors.


2.	To carry forward the work associated with refinement, a consultation procedure was initiated through WTSC-96 Resolution 28, to elicit views on which ITU-R Questions or parts of Questions could be candidates for transfer from ITU-R to ITU-T.


3.	In compliance with the provisions of the Resolution, the Directors of TSB and BR in a joint Circular Letter, a copy of which is annexed (but without its Annex 2), have asked all Member States and Sector Members to indicate a proposed attribution of the respective Questions.  Analysis of the replies to that questionnaire will be undertaken by the TSAG/RAG Joint Working Party on Refinement during its meeting on 7, 8 and 10 March 1997, just prior to the RAG meeting and a respective report can be expected to solicit the views of the RAG.
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	Geneva, 30 October 1996





Ref:�
TSB Circular 5


BR Administrative Circular CA/39


�
-	To Administrations of the Member States of the Union


-	To Members of the  ITU-T and ITU-R Sectors


-	To the members of the Rapporteur's Group and of the TSAG/RAG Joint Working Party on Refinement of ITU-R and ITU-T Sectors


-	To the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of ITU�T and ITU-R Study Groups, TSAG and RAG


-	To the Members of the Radio Regulations Board�
�



Tel:


Fax:�



+41 22 730 5860�+41 22 730 5853�
Copy for information:


-	To the Secretary-General of the ITU


-	To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau


�
�



Subject:�
Process for carrying forward work associated with refinement (Resolution 16, Kyoto 1994)�
�



To the Director-General


Dear Sir,


1	The WTSC-96 (Geneva, 9-18 October 1996) in its wish to carry forward the work on refinement of the Radiocommunication Sector and Telecommunication Standardization Sector (Resolution 16, Kyoto, 1994) has adopted a new Resolution 28 (Process for carrying forward work associated with refinement), reproduced in Annex 1.


2	Following the invitation to the Directors of the BR and TSB to initiate a consultation procedure (see paragraph 1 of Annex A to Resolution 28), a complete list of the short titles of all Questions currently under study in ITU-R is enclosed (Annex 2) in order to allow the membership to elicit views on which Questions or parts of Questions could be candidates for transfer from ITU�R to ITU-T.


The list of ITU-R Questions is also available in the ITU WEB: �http://www.itu.ch/itudoc/itu-r/quest.html.


3	In view of the fact that the Advisory Groups of both Sectors will meet in March 1997 (TSAG in the first week, followed in the second week by RAG) and in view of the joint consideration within the contexts of the TSAG/RAG Joint Working Party/Rapporteur's Group on Refinement (see Paragraph 2 of Annex A to Resolution 28), your identification of Questions or parts of Questions possible for transfer from ITU-R to ITU-T should reach the Director of TSB prior to 31 January 1997, as TSB will ensure the secretariat of the JWP on Refinement.


4	In order to facilitate its examination your reply should have the presentation form indicated in Annex 3.


5	Copy of your response should also be addressed to the Chairman/Rapporteur of the JWP/JRG on Refinement (Mr. T. Bøe, Norway), at the following address:


	Mr. Thormod Bøe�	Chairman of the TSAG/RAG JWP on�	Refinement of the ITU-R and ITU-T Sectors�	Norwegian Telecommunications Authority�	P.O. Box 447 Sentrum�	N-0104 Oslo�	Norway


6	For your information, the meeting of the Joint Working Party/Rapporteur's Group TSAG/RAG on Resolution 16 (Refinement of the Radiocommunication Sector and the Telecommunication Standardization Sector) is tentatively scheduled to take place in Geneva from 7 to 10 March 1997.


Yours faithfully,


Th. Irmer										R. Jones�Director of the Telecommunication					Director of the�Standardization Bureau						Radiocommunication Bureau





�
ANNEX 1


NEW RESOLUTION 28


PROCESS FOR CARRYING FORWARD WORK �ASSOCIATED WITH REFINEMENT


The WTSC,


considering


a)	that Resolution 2 of the Additional Plenipotentiary Conference (Geneva, 1992) outlines general principles and guidelines pertaining to the allocation of work between ITU-R and ITU-T, and established procedures for ongoing review of new and existing work and its allocation to ITU-R and ITU-T;


b)	that Resolution 16 of the Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto, 1994) instructed the Directors of the Radiocommunication Bureau and Telecommunication Standardization Bureau, with the assistance of the Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG) and the Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG) to consider further elements of refining the ITU's structure, and to prepare a final report to the 1998 Council;


c)	that Resolution 17 of the Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto, 1994) highlighted the need for the RAG and TSAG to continue to recommend measures to foster cooperation and coordination between ITU-R and ITU-T,


recognizing


a)	that, pursuant to Resolution 16 (Kyoto, 1994), a TSAG/RAG Joint Working Party and Rapporteur's Group were established for the purpose of considering elements for further refining the ITU's structure; 


b)	that progress in the Joint Working Party and Rapporteur's Group has been impeded through the dearth of contributions and active participation of the ITU membership;


c)	that a process should be initiated to ensure that the objectives and spirit of Resolution 16 can be fulfilled,


recognizing further


that initiatives have been undertaken to enable TSAG to assume the necessary authority to establish new study group(s), when justified, as outlined in Resolution 27,


aware


that the continuing integration of radio and non-radio systems increases the need to study interconnection, interoperability and mobility requirements together,


resolves


to invite the Directors of the BR and TSB, in consultation with the Chairman of the TSAG/RAG Joint Working Party/Rapporteur's Group, to initiate a process, as outlined in the Annex A, for the purpose of carrying forward the work associated with refinement.


�
Annex A


(to Resolution 28)





The following procedure would be undertaken to carry forward the work associated with refinement:


1)	The Radiocommunication Bureau (BR) and Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB) Directors should initiate a consultation procedure through a Circular to the membership to elicit views on which Questions or parts of Questions could be candidates for transfer from ITU-R to ITU-T. 


2)	The timetable for the completion of this consultation should be at least one month prior to the next respective meetings of TSAG and RAG in March, 1997, which would be followed immediately by the consideration of the results of the consultation jointly by RAG and TSAG.  Such joint consideration could be undertaken within the context of the TSAG/RAG Joint Working Party/Rapporteur's Group on refinement.


3)	Based on the evaluation of the results of the consultation jointly by RAG and TSAG, a report will be communicated to the 1997 session of the Radiocommunication Assembly (October 1997) for further consideration and study.


4)	The Radiocommunication Assembly evaluation would then be forwarded to TSAG for action, given its authority under Resolutions 1, 22 and 27. Such action could include a determination of how the possible transferred Questions or parts thereof could be accommodated within the existing Study Group structure of ITU-T or whether a new Study Group or Study Groups should be established within the ITU-T Sector.


NOTE - In the event that amendments to the Constitution and/or Convention would be required in order to achieve any of the actions foreseen in the refinement process, it is possible that this could be undertaken by the 1998 Plenipotentiary Conference.








__________________


____________________
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