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Director, BR


information requested of THE rag by itu-2000


I	During discussions at the second meeting of ITU-2000 (17-21 February, 1997), at several points the advice of the advisory bodies of the Sectors was requested. The following requests for information and views should be treated with high priority, as this is the only opportunity to respond with ITU-R Sector views to ITU-2000 before it must report its findings to the ITU Council.


In addition to specific requests of the Sector advisory groups, there are notes after some of the ITU�2000 recommendations on which the RAG may want to comment.


The Chairman of TSAG provided an informative summary to the TSAG meeting (3-7 March, 1997) of some points made for and against proposals being discussed in ITU-2000 to understand the nature of the past discussions. Every attempt has been made to present both sides of the issues fairly. In consultation with the TSAG Chairman, some of these are forwarded to the RAG for its consideration and comment, as appropriate.


II	Information requested from the RAG


1	It is recommended that to encourage increased participation by smaller entities in the work of a sector, a lower level(s) of contribution should be established. This lower level(s) should be associated with a set of criteria covering the size of the company, both financial and human resources. Such lower level(s) should be considered by Council within the framework of the study on Kyoto Resolution 39 (ITU-2000 Recommendation R.7).


What advice on criteria can be provided? On one hand: consider that smaller entities may not want to, or be able to, pay as much as the 1/2 unit minimum class of contribution; their interest may only be in a smaller number of SGs; a SG may benefit from a wider range of participation by smaller entities; individual experts from smaller entities may have expertise of use to a SG. On the other hand: consider that the cost of participation in meetings may be much larger than the contribution to join the Sector; a smaller entity may participate in some meetings as part of a national delegation without becoming a Sector Member; a Sector Member is not forced to attend any more SGs than it wants to; a limited form of Sector membership may be commensurate with limited rights of participation.


Also, the Sector should consider if criteria for a lower level(s) of contribution might allow current members to reduce their contributions below a 1/2 unit, decreasing overall financial support for the sector. 


�
2	The budgetary system of the ITU should be improved in order for the Union to adequately meet the requirements of its membership. To this effect, it is recommended that the voluntary nature of financial contributions should be retained. ITU-2000 supports the development of voluntary guidelines in relation to the level of contributions. (R11/1) Council needs to address the matter of guidelines.


What advice on guidelines can be provided? On one hand: guidelines can be used to help Sector Members and Member States choose the level of contribution to more equitably share the financial burden. On the other hand: having a free choice system is incompatible with having guidelines, as they may take on a mandatory character; the number of contributory units alone does not represent the financial support of State Members and Sector Members to the work of the Sectors.


R.17	(15/18bis)


3	It is recommended that provisions of CV280 and CV262A should be aligned in order that the conditions applying to observers at a Plenipotentiary Conference also apply to observers at Radiocommunication conferences.


ADD	262A	e)	entities and organizations referred to in No. 229 of this Convention, and organizations of an international character representing such entities and organizations.


	229		a)	recognized operating agencies, scientific or industrial organizations and financial or development institutions which are approved by the Member concerned;


	280		d)	observers representing recognized operating agencies authorized in accordance with Article 19 of this Convention to participate in the radiocommunication study groups and duly authorized by the Member concerned;


While the principle of extending the participation at radiocommunication conferences was supported, some views were expressed that such participation should be subjected to full cost recovery (and not only the recovery of the direct costs). The RAG may wish to generate some advice on this approach.


4	ITU-2000 recommends that, considering the need for the approval of some Recommendations in a more flexible way than others, each Sector shall develop its own working methods and procedures for the adoption of Questions and Recommendations. These working methods and procedures should be based on "Type A" and "Type B" processes (see full text of R.19).


This was considered by many as the most significant proposal of ITU-2000. What advice can be provided on the idea of different ways to approve Recommendations, based on differences in the subject matter being studied. What are the characteristics used to decide on using a type A or a type B process? When should that decision be made (e.g., at the time the study Question is adopted)? Note that use of terms such as technical vs. non-technical, or regulatory vs. non-regulatory, introduced extraneous confusion, and the use of "type A" and "type B" was found to be useful to address the subject of the approval processes.


5	It is recommended that Council approve the use, as extensively as possible, and the general direction being taken with cost recovery and to consider additional opportunities that might prove promising. (R.25)


�
The Sector Advisory bodies are urged to recommend activities which could be included in the following categories: 1) groups of products and services which could be subject to improvements in efficiency; 2) groups of products and services which could be subject to cost recovery; 3) groups of products and services which could be subject to revenue generation.


6	It is recommended to endorse the idea of involving the Advisory Groups of the Sectors, which are open to Member States and Sector Members, ..., in giving advice on finance matters.


It is recommended that the Council implements a mechanism by which the views of Sector Members on the finances of the Union would be taken into account (for example: by admitting to the meetings of the Finance Committee of the Council, representatives of Sector Members(s) nominated by the relevant Advisory Group(s)). (R.13)


What advice can be provided about the idea of the RAG giving advice on financial matters and on Sector Member views being taken into account by Council. This could, as in the example given above, be through nominated representatives to attend meetings of the Finance Committee of Council.


______________


____________________
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