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PROPOSALS FOR ACCELERATING THE APPROVAL PROCESS
FOR ITU-R RECOMMENDATIONS

The Radiocommunication Study Group Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen, at their twelfth meeting 
(3-4 September 2001), agreed to establish a Correspondence Group to prepare a proposal for the Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG) on accelerating the approval process for ITU-R Recommendations. The proposal would draw on the discussions at the CVC meeting, taking particular note of a draft proposal made at the meeting (source: Document CVC-12/TEMP/2).

Dr Veena Rawat (Canada) was nominated coordinator of the Group, and the BR established an e‑mail reflector for the exchange of ideas and proposals. The deadline for submission of material to the Group was set as 30 November 2001.

As a result of ideas submitted to the Group, Attachment 1 contains a proposed new approval process. The intention is that this new process would replace that currently used when Recommendations are adopted at a Study Group meeting. The process is depicted by a flow diagram (on the left-hand side) and, for comparison purposes, the current (traditional) process is shown on the right-hand side. The new process is complemented by Notes 1 to 6 which describe some essential aspects of the procedure.

Arising from discussions within the Correspondence Group, a further proposal has been developed relating to the approval process when Recommendations are adopted by correspondence. Although, strictly speaking, the Group's mandate was confined to consideration of an "accelerated traditional approval process for ITU-R Recommendations, to be used, when appropriate, as an alternative to the process of adoption by correspondence" (§ 6.24, Document CVC-12/13), the Group has nevertheless included this second proposal in its submission to the RAG; see Attachment 2. Again, for easy comparison, the current process using adoption by correspondence is given on the right-hand side.

The RAG is invited to consider the results of the Correspondence Group.

Attachments: 2

Attachment 1

To replace the current Approval Process that uses adoption at a 
Study Group meeting (Resolution ITU-R 1, § 10.2.1)

        New Process







Current Process






















Notes associated with proposal (in Attachment 1)

NOTE 1 - The text under consideration should be subject to a technical review within the Task Group/Working Party prior to the decision being taken to forward the draft Recommendation to the SG.

NOTE 2 - Care would have to be taken in scheduling SG meetings, to allow time for the announcement of the intended approval Recommendations at a given SG meeting.

NOTE 3 - SG meetings would need to address any technical issues raised in addition to carrying out their management functions.

NOTE 4 - Recommendations may be approved subject to there being no opposition to such a course of action.

NOTE 5 - In the event that there is one or more objection(s) that cannot be reconciled within the resources of the current SG meeting, there are four possible courses of action open to the SG:

i)
If the irreconcilable objection has a technical basis, then the draft Recommendation may be returned to the TG/WP for further study.

ii)
The draft Recommendation may be forwarded to the Radiocommunication Assembly for consideration.

iii)
The draft Recommendation may be forwarded (subject to the provisions of Resolution ITU‑R 1, § 10.3) to administrations for approval by correspondence.

iv)
In extremely difficult cases, the draft Recommendation may be appended to the SG Chairman’s Report for further consideration at the next SG meeting.

NOTE 6 - It should be noted that the existing process using adoption by correspondence remains an option available to the SGs, when appropriate.

Attachment 2

To replace the current Approval Process that uses adoption by correspondence (Resolution ITU-R 1, § 10.2.2)

New process







Current process
















































*Notes
  i) Minimum consultation period of 1 month.

  ii) Comments received by BR should be of

  a minor, purely editorial nature only.




_____________

Completion and agreement of the text of the draft Recommendation by the TG/WP





Preparation and completion of draft Recommendations at TG/WP





 Timeline


Start





Announcement of SG meeting (minimum 3 months prior to the meeting) with list of draft Recommendations for approval at the SG meeting





1 week





Announcement of SG meeting (minimum 4 months prior to the meeting date) with list and summaries of draft Recommendations for approval at the SG meeting





i) Translation and preparation of documents for the SG meeting.


ii) Documents must be available in 3 languages a minimum of 2 months prior to the SG meeting.


iii) MS and SM to review draft Recommendations and if appropriate, send any concerns to SG in writing.





3 months





SG meeting for adoption of the texts of Recommendations pending approval by correspondence by administrations





4 months





SG meeting* for adoption of Recommendations and for approval on behalf of the Radiocommunication Assembly





BR circulates texts of Recommendations to administrations for approval by correspondence





5 months





BR publishes approved Recommendations





*Notes


 i) Any concerns submitted in writing or raised during� the meeting debated at the SG meeting.


 ii) Recommendations adopted under Resolution � ITU-R.1, § 10.2.1.


 iii) Recommendations approved by MS, if unopposed.





7 months





Administrations’ comments received by BR





Minimum time period < 8 months





BR publishes approved Recommendations





Minimum time period < 5 months





Completion and agreement of the stable text of a draft Recommendation by the SG at its meeting (e.g. directly following a TG/WP meeting) in one language pending adoption and possible approval by correspondence 





Preparation of draft Recommendation at TG/WP meeting





 Timeline


Start





< 1 week





SG meeting





1 week





2 weeks approx. for preparation of E version





English version dispatched – start of consultation period





i) Period for translation and preparation of documents 





1 month approx.  for preparation of F and S versions





French and Spanish versions dispatched





1 month for completion of adoption consultation period + 1 month approx. for preparation of blue documents





3 months





BR circulates texts of Recommendations to MS and SM for adoption and possible approval by correspondence





Start of approval procedure





*See Notes below. 





4 months





Recommendations adopted according to Resolution ITU-R 1, § 10.2.2, are considered as approved





BR publishes approved Recommendations





5 months





3 months for approval by MS





6 months





End of approval procedure





7 months





Minimum time period < 5 months





Minimum time period < 7 months
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