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Chairman of Intersector Coordination Group on Satellite Matters

Report on activities of ICG-SAT

1.
General

1.1
The continuation of the work of the Intersector Coordination Group on Satellite matters (ICG-SAT) was approved by WTSA-2000 and by RA-2000.

1.2
The 1st meeting of the ICG-SAT during the new study period took place in Ankara from 26 to 28 June 2001 at the kind invitation of the Telecommunications Authority of Turkey under the Chairmanship of Mr. P Amadesi (Eutelsat).

1.3
The meeting worked mainly in plenary session.

1.4
Drafting activities on convergence were led by Mr. J. Magill (Vice-Chairman, ITU-T SG 16) and on IP related matters by Mr. B.W. Moore (Chairman, ITU-T SG 13).

1.5
Mr. N. Fujii (Vice-Chairman, ITU-T SG 4) coordinated the ITU-T input to the work programme and Mr. Golas (India) the ITU-R portion.

1.6
A representative of the BDT Director, Mr. A. Bairi (SPACECOM Coordinator, BDT) also attended the meeting and delivered a presentation on ITU/BDT and satellite communications.

2.
Documentation and website


The report of the meeting has been published as ICG-SAT R 1 and has been posted in the ITU-T website (http://www.itu.int/itudoc/itu-t/icg/icg-sat/reports/01-04/index.html).

3.
Review of previous activities and work programme of the ICG on Satellite matters

On the basis of the previous reports and decisions taken by RA-00 and WTSA-00 the following ICG on Satellite Matters work programme has been confirmed:

a)
To monitor the work programmes of the relevant SGs in relation to the use of satellites in order to identify:

i)
inconsistent target dates;

ii)
areas of possible duplication;

ii)
areas missing from the studies.

b)
To draw attention of the relevant SGs to emerging technologies and elements of public networks e.g. on-board processing, application of VSATs, application of interactive terminals, non-geostationary satellite systems, mobile satellite systems.

c)
To ensure, through coordination that Recommendations being produced by relevant SGs allow the continuing full integration of the satellite transmission medium in public networks.

It was confirmed that the ICG on Satellite matters, if so decided, would be ready to assume increased scope and responsibility in view of the rapidly increasing role of satellite in global telecommunication. The cooperation with ITU-D initiated at the previous meeting was enhanced by a BDT presentation at this meeting, setting the basis for continued liaison.

4.
Inter Study Groups matters

4.1
Areas requiring coordination

The meeting identified the following areas as requiring coordination:

-
Performance and availability of satellite networks;

-
Interconnection of satellite networks including GMPCS with public switched networks;

-
Routing, signalling, numbering, protocols;

-
IP over satellite

-
The multimedia services and systems;

-
Satellite terminal portability;

-
Convergence 

-
Secure Time Stamping

4.2
An issue was raised regarding the television programme exchange by satellites.  The meeting decided to send a liaison statement to ITU-T SG 9 and ITU-R SG 4 on this.

5.
Convergence

5.1
ICG-SAT addressed three specific areas related to:

· Satellite services convergence

· Convergence of services and networks

· Future standardisation framework for multimedia applications 

In general it was noted that, while the issue of convergence as related to spectrum management was primarily an issue for the ITU-R, the work in the ITU-T on new services and applications can have a significant impact on spectrum management.

From the ITU-T side, information was provided in connection with the IP (SG 13) and Mediacom-2004 (SG16) projects.  In particular, a report of the conclusions of the Workshop session on “Convergence and Interactive Broadcast” was presented.

A number of key issues such as architectures, services and applications, media coding, terminals and time stamping were debated.

The importance of the role of satellites in the ITU-T IP and Mediacom 2004 projects in particular, and in the general work of the ITU-T and ITU-R Study Groups was recognized.

6.
IP/Satellite-related issues

The Chairman of Study Group 13 presented the latest version of the ITU-T IP Project.  The group also examined documentation from ITU-R SGs 4 and 8 pertaining to the satellite component of IMT-2000 in SG 8 and to the development of a new Recommendation on IP/Satellite in WP4B. It was suggested that efforts should be undertaken to increase the coordination of two sectors through a direct involvement of satellite experts from the T and R Sectors in a workshop.

7.
Presentation and discussion of projects and other activities of the BDT in the satellite domain

Satellite technologies take a large place in BDT strategy for telecommunication development services worldwide, and especially in developing countries for which these technologies are particularly adapted and attractive.

The BDT Valetta Action Plan adopted by the 2nd WTDC of 1998 (Malta) includes several activities and projects based on satellite: 

-
SPACECOM project, aiming at building a strong partnership between the space communication industry and the telecommunications operators/users community in developing countries with BDT serving as catalytic coordinator.

-
The introduction of GMPCS services in developing countries in accordance with opinion 5 of WTPF-96.  

-
The development of Maritime Radiocommunications, in particular the GMDSS implementation.

-
Activities related to environmental and sustainable development, more specifically the implementation of SISEI programme, aiming at creating an African network for information on environment by the Internet.

-
Activities related to emergency and disaster situations carried out by ITU as the Technical Coordinator of the Tampere Convention.

ICG-SAT is basically and remains an intersector coordination body between the ITU-R and the ITU-T Sectors, however the exchange of information with the ITU-D made possible for the first time at this meeting, has shed light on the value of enhancing cooperation with ITU-D.

8.
Review and update of the work programmes of ITU-R and ITU-T Study Groups

An update of the work programmes of the relevant Study Groups of both Sectors is given in the meeting report (ICG-SAT R 1).

Study Groups are requested to review and further update these work programmes.

The updated work programmes are posted in the ITU-T website: (http://www.itu.int/itudoc/itu-t/icg/icg-sat/index.html).

9.
Update of the list of the representatives of Study Groups

ICG-SAT Report R 1 contains the list of the ICG-SAT Management, ITU-T Study Groups representatives and ITU-R Study Groups representatives.  This list is available in the ITU-T database and requires updating.  Concerned Study Groups are requested to provide an update of their representatives.

10.
Workshop on “The Role of Satellites in IP-based and Multimedia Networks and Services”

ICG-SAT decided to propose the organization of a satellite-oriented workshop to be held in December 2002 in Geneva.

Organizational details and possible structure for the workshop are provided in Annex 1.

11.
Future work

11.1
The work of the ICG on Satellite Matters will continue by correspondence with an increased use of electronic facilities.  Attention is drawn in particular to the ITU-T Web site where the work programme is continuously updated, namely: http://www.itu.int/itudoc/itu-t/icg/icg-sat/index.html.

It is proposed that ICG-SAT reconvenes in December 2002 after the Satellite Workshop to sum-up the outcome of the event, with the following schedule:


2-4 December 2002

-
Satellite Workshop


5-6 December 2002

-
ICG-SAT meeting

Annex

Annex 1

Workshop on the role of satellites in IP-based and multimedia networks and services (Geneva, 2-4 December 2002)

The first meeting of the ICG on Satellite matters (Ankara, 26-28 June 2001) agreed to organize a workshop on the role of satellites in IP-based and multimedia networks and services.  In accordance with the schedule of ITU-T meetings for 2002 (see TSB Circular 61 of 27 August 2001), the workshop is scheduled to take place in Geneva from 2 to 4 December 2002 and will be followed by the 2nd meeting of the ICG on Satellite matters on 5 and 6 December 2002.

The objectives of the workshop are: 

Objectives:

-
To allow satellite network operators to come together to share views and define strategies in areas of common interest.

-
To encourage joint discussions between experts from the R and T Sectors and other organizations leading to improved harmonization of studies and identification of key issues for further work.

-
In particular to provide input to updating of the ITU-T IP and Mediacom 2004 Projects and to identify new study items in the R and T sectors.

Possible sessions are:

-
Joint opening session on ‘Satellite operators products and strategies’ [A scene setting session lead by ITU-T and ITU-R with invited papers]

-
Performance issues (Lead, ITU-T SG12)

-
Network/IP issues (Lead, ITU-T SG13)

-
Multimedia issues (Lead, ITU-T SG16)

-
Next generation satellite services (Lead, ITU-R SG4)  

-
Delivering IP and multimedia services in developing countries using satellites (Lead, ITU BDT)

As you can see from the possible sessions, your Study Group/Organization has been suggested to lead a given session.  Representatives of other Study Groups and SDOs concerned with the subject matter should be invited to the sessions.

Also, papers from different contributors are welcomed.

It is intended to establish a Steering Committee for the Workshop composed by the Management of the ICG-SAT and by the Chairman (or its representatives) of the designated Study Groups/Organizations.  The Steering Committee will finalize the programme, select the invited papers and accept possible contributions.

The draft guidelines for session coordinators are as follows:

Guidelines for Session Coordinators

· Session (Associate Session) Coordinators have the responsibility for planning the structure and content of the session. The Coordinator may also be the leader (Chairman) of the session, however the Coordinator may also appoint someone else to take on the role of the session leader. In general it is up to the session coordinator(s) to decide how the time is allocated and which people/organizations need to be involved. In order to achieve the maximum degree of involvement of participants a typical session could be structured as follows:

o
opening remarks including scope, objectives etc. - session leader

o
invited speaker(s) for say one third to one half of the time available

o
discussion - prompted perhaps by a controversial prepared statement from the session leader

o
short summary, including:

§
identification of additional issues to be covered on ITU-T standards activities

§
review and agreement on specific actions required to improve project deliverables and coordination with other SDOs

Accordingly it is expected that each session coordinator will:

· designate a session leader, should the coordinator not wish to run the session directly himself

· invite speaker(s) from within the ITU-T/ITU-R community as appropriate

· contact other relevant groups/SDOs and invite a speaker(s) as appropriate.

· prepare a plan for the session to be available for review by the workshop management team by mid-May 2002, and to include the following:

o
scope

o
confirmed speaker(s)

o
deliverable/objectives

o
structure 

· prepare closing remarks for the workshop closing session on day 3, including the items from the short session summary (see above)

Please confirm by return e-mail your willingness to act as Session Coordinator.

The Steering Committee of the workshop will review the presentations and make suggestions for possible harmonization by mid-June 2002.

The convening circular letter will be posted at the beginning of July 2002 on the basis of the information provided. 

The final structure of the workshop will be fixed on 15 November 2002 and the available presentations will be posted in the website.

Potential contributors to the various sessions are requested to contact the session coordinator directly.

________________
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