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ROLE OF SECTOR MEMBERS AND Other OBSERVERS AT WORLD RADIOCOMMUNICATION CONFERENCES

1
Introduction

1.1
The ninth meeting of the Radiocommunication Advisory Group considered the role of Sector Members and observers at world radiocommunication conferences. It was noted that there was a need to clarify the arrangements that apply at WRC’s following the experience at WRC-2000 and that some further clarification of the provisions in the legal instruments of the Union might be necessary at PP-02.

1.2
The Working Group on Reform (WGR) has given some consideration to the question of the role and status of Sector Members at meetings of the Council and its Recommendation No. 29 has resulted in a somewhat wider consideration of the issue through the Group of Experts established by the Council to prepare for PP-02 in respect of ITU Reform (Council Resolution 1186)

2
Current Provisions

2.1
In the Report by the Group of Experts from its meeting (24-26 October 2001) – see Document GEC/4 (Rev.2) – it was noted that the concept of an observer at the ITU is covered in the Convention in the following provisions:

· No. 1002, which defines the term;

· Nos. 258 to 262A on observers at plenipotentiary conferences;

· Nos. 278 to 280 and 282 on observers at WRC’s;

· No. 297 on observers at radiocommunication assemblies, telecommunication standardization assemblies and telecommunication development conferences;

· No. 60A on an observer sent to Council by a non-Council Member State.

2.2
As regards the situation at WRC’s, the Group of Experts expressed the view that the conditions under which observers are admitted to conferences and assemblies and their rights as regards participation in the work of the conferences and assemblies are not clearly defined. Their analysis of the provisions was noted as follows:

Quote

1. The first two subparagraphs of No. 1002 state that observers for international organizations in the United Nations system, recognized telecommunication organizations and intergovernmental organizations operating satellite systems participate in an advisory capacity. Since these organizations have a direct link with ITU, it is reasonable that conferences and meetings should be able to seek their advice on subjects within their competence. Such organizations, therefore, participate in the work of conferences and meetings:

· To give an opinion at the request of the conference or meeting;

· Without the right to vote (which can be interpreted as meaning the right to take part in the discussions but not in the taking of decisions);

· Although No. 1002 does not say so, since their opinion can be asked, they ought to be able to submit contributions.

2. The fourth subparagraph refers to Sector Members without any restriction, which can be interpreted as meaning that there are no restrictions on their observer status, whereas No. 31A( of the Rules of Procedure does not seem to authorize them to participate in the debates of committees of radiocommunication conferences and world conferences on international telecommunications and only allows them to make statements with the authorization of the chairman.



The conclusion to be drawn from what has been said above is that it would be advisable to study a possible consolidation of all the provisions relating to observers. 

Unquote

3
Conclusion

3.1
The RAG, at its previous (9th) meeting noted that some clarification of the provisions in the legal instruments of the Union might be necessary at PP-02. As indicated above, the Group of Experts formed by the Council has also noted the advisability of clarification and possible consolidation of the provisions relating to observers. These issues are likely to be the subject of proposals to PP-02.

________________







( editorial modification to the reference to No. 31.
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