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Reduction of the volume and cost of documentation - experience of the Radiocommunication Assembly and the World Radiocommunication Conference (Istanbul, 2000)

Background

Resolution 104 (Minneapolis, 1998) “instructs the Directors of the three Bureaux to bring this Resolution and the Secretary-General’s report to this conference to the attention of the Sector advisory bodies with a view to reviewing ways in which the Sectors can contribute to the overall effort to reduce the volume and cost of documentation, and to include their findings in the Secretary-General’s report to Council-99.”

The report of the Secretary-General to the 1999 session of the Council (Document C99/15) led to the adoption of Council Resolution 1141.

Council Resolution 1141 (Document C99/116) “instructs the Directors of the three Bureaux to report to Council-2000 on the procedures developed by the advisory groups and the resulting savings, as demonstrated by their trial application in a meeting or assembly”.

The report of the Secretary-General to the 2000 session of the Council (Document C2000/12) gave a first evaluation of the savings achieved due to the implementation of specific measures to reduce the volume and cost of documentation for WRC, WTSA and the Council itself.

Measures implemented for RA and WRC-2000 (Istanbul)

The measures recommended in Council Resolution 1141 (Annex A, paragraph 2a) were implemented for RA and WRC-2000 namely:

· All documents were posted on the Web as soon as available. Paper versions were dispatched as soon as printed. A dedicated Web page was established and permanently updated.

· For pre-session and post-session documents, distribution by electronic means were strongly encouraged in order to limit the number of paper copies dispatched.

· A CD-ROM containing all working documents as well as output documents was issued at the closure of the conference.

· The number of paper copies distributed in the pigeon-holes during the conference was regularly adjusted to the number of participants actually present.

Also, the following additional measures were implemented especially for WRC-2000:

· Guidelines relating to the submission of proposals were issued with the invitation letter.

· A CD-ROM containing all input documents was distributed to all participants on the first day of the conference.

· Co-sponsored proposals were not reproduced, but a summary table was published instead.

· Five paper copies of the Final Acts were distributed per delegation and one copy per observer.

Achieved results

Table 1 gives the volume of documentation produced for the RA and WRC-2000 compared with 1997.

Table 2 gives the cost of production of documentation for the RA and WRC-2000 compared with 1997.

Table 1

	No. of pages
	WRC-97
	WRC-00
	Trend
	RA-97
	RA-00
	Trend

	Translation
	7'970
	6'835
	-14%
	950
	768
	-19%

	Typing
	22'990
	23'731
	3%
	1'480
	1'389
	-6%

	Reproduction
	25'885'000
	20'814'551
	-20%
	1'250'000
	912'965
	-27%


Table 2

	CHF
	WRC-97
	WRC-00
	Trend
	RA-97
	RA-00
	Trend

	Translation
	1'105'280
	897'230
	-19%
	131'746
	100'815
	-23%

	Typing
	1'030'412
	1'056'979
	3%
	66'334
	61'866
	-7%

	Reproduction
	1'431'958
	1'252'620
	-13%
	69'150
	54'942
	-21%


Conclusion

Based on the above results, as far as the volume of documentation and cost of production of documentation are concerned, the implementation of measures endorsed by the Council as well as those recommended by the Radiocommunication Advisory Group were very effective in reducing the cost and volume of documentation at the RA and WRC-2000.
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