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a PROPOSAL TO OVERLAP THE STAGES OF ADOPTION AND APPROVAL OF RECOMMENDATIONS TO SPEED THEIR OVERALL APPROVAl

1)
Resolution ITU-R 1-3 contains an approval process for recommendations that arrive shortly before a study group meeting consisting of two stages in series, viz., the adoption by a study group by correspondence (§ 10.2.2, op. cit.), and the approval (by Member States) of new or revised recommendations (§ 10.3, op. cit.).

2)
With the consultation approval process preceded by the adoption by correspondence, which is the manner in which the great majority of ITU-R recommendations are created, the overall process will take a minimum of five (5) months after a study group meeting.

3)
These five months consist of about two months in the adoption stage, and about three months in the approval stage. There may be an additional, unspecified delay in the adoption stage, if needed, to account for translation, which usually results in a longer total period of time for final approval of recommendations. (Translation into the appropriate languages is very important for recommendations.)

4)
The adoption stage is limited to those parties who participate in the work of the study group, and may result in an objection. If an objection does come in, there is an agreed mechanism (§§ 10.2.2.6 and 10.2.2.7, op. cit.) to resolve the problem. If this mechanism does not give a result satisfactory to an administration, then the document is sent either back to the study group, or to a radiocommunication assembly, depending on its timing and question category.

5)
Experience has shown that in the vast majority of cases, no objections are made when a draft recommendation has cleared a study group meeting and is circulated by correspondence for adoption by the study group. A recommendation is then ready for the approval phase.

6)
The draft recommendation in the approval stage is sent to the entire ITU-R Member State distribution. There is little allowance for change at this point, given the voting mechanism (§ 10.3.5.4) that has been agreed in Resolution ITU-R 1-3.

7)
Almost all recommendations are either unchanged, or have been only editorially modified, after the adoption by correspondence process. Therefore, it is reasonable to suggest overlapping the adoption and approval processes, which would speed the entire process of approving recommendations.

8)
To preserve a Member State's prerogative, particularly for those Member States that cannot attend a particular study group meeting, a procedure in Resolution ITU-R 1-3 would have to be added to address the possibility that a recommendation might be approved but is rejected by the adoption process if the two processes are overlapped. This procedure could be in the form of circulation of proposed recommendations, at the very start, to all ITU-R Member States, with each Member State being eligible to object using the adoption process which would still retain the existing timing mechanism. The approval process would then run beyond adoption by what is left of its current period, e.g., the last 30 days of the full 90‑day process. Member States need only notify the BR one time under the "overlapped" adoption and approval processes.

9)
By overlapping the adoption and approval stages, retaining existing safeguards in both, prerogatives of Member States are not foreclosed. A single BR announcement to all Member States would cut back on resources needed to send documents, while at the same reducing the time for development of new or revised recommendations by up to two months resulting in a three-month, rather than the usual five-month process.

10)
The RAG could recommend that this proposal be considered at the next radiocommunication assembly when Resolution ITU-R 1-3 will again be examined.

_____________







� 	This proposal is independent of the Alternative Approval Process which, under this proposal, is undisturbed.
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