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UPDATING OF RECOMMENDATIONS
UNDER THE ALTERNATIVE APPROVAL PROCESS

Introduction

While the provisional Alternative Approval Process (AAP) established intended to deal with the approval of recommendations, Resolution ITU-R 45 (resolves 2) only deals with recommendations resulting from studies of questions identified using the procedure. Therefore, updating of existing recommendations is not included unless a question previously identified for AAP still exists related to an approved recommendation (some questions are suppressed once the recommendation is completed) or a new question is written to cover the aspects to be updated.

Discussion

Most ITU-R recommendations are written to answer questions within the work plan of the study groups. These questions are currently being reviewed in accordance with Resolution ITU-R 5-3 resolves 3 to determine which questions dealt with issues for which recommendations could be approved via the AAP. Once a recommendation is complete it may or may not have a current question associated with them. In many cases, questions are suppressed once their associated recommendation is approved. Resolution ITU-R 45 provides a provisional working method for considering, with regard to the application of the AAP, new questions and recommendations that will result from those questions. Where questions continue to exist associated with approved recommendations, those questions will be considered under the Resolution ITU-R 5-3 review process. Therefore, any update of the approved recommendation will be treated within the approval process determined within that review. However, approved recommendations for which there no longer exists a current question (the original question having been answered and then suppressed) do not appear to be covered by Resolution ITU-R 45. Therefore, updates to these recommendations cannot be approved using the AAP. Until Resolution ITU-R 45 can be updated to cover this case the simple remedy would be to draft a new question dealing with the intended update of the recommendation. In those cases where a general update of the recommendation is anticipated, first consideration should be given to simply resurrecting the question under which the recommendation was originally prepared. In some cases an update may be intended to deal with a limited aspect of the recommendation or the addition of new subjects. In these cases a new question with a narrow focus may be desirable since the question helps to direct the work. In either case, the question will be evaluated under Resolution ITU-R 45 and a determination made as to the appropriate approval process.

Recommendations

1)
In the absence of agreed procedures, new questions should be drafted when there is a clear intent to update an existing recommendation that is not linked to current questions.

2)
Under Resolution ITU-R 45, these new questions should be evaluated to determine whether it is appropriate to use the AAP.

3)
In preparation for the 2003 Radiocommunication Assembly and the update of the provisional procedures in Resolution ITU-R 45, the RAG should recommend a procedure that would allow determination of the appropriate approval process for updates of recommendations for which current questions no longer exist.
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