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Director, Radiocommunication Bureau

liaison statement to rag on the overlap between 
itu-r and itu-t sectors

At the request of the Chairpersons of ITU-T Study Groups 9, 12 and 16 and TSAG, the following document is submitted to RAG for consideration.

RAG had twice indicated to TSAG its concern on coordination issues between ITU-R Study Groups 10 and 11 on one hand and ITU-T Study Groups 9, 12 and 16 on the other.

Each time, TSAG undertook a thorough review of the coordination issues among the concerned Study Groups, trying first to identify the existing problems and then to improve them whenever possible. The most important overlap was found in the case of ITU-T Study Group 9, and this Study Group, in order to meet the TSAG request, rewrote some of its Questions, made a complete investigation of the existing overlap, helped to improve some of the existing coordination procedures, such as the VQEG on subjective quality evaluation, and wherever possible proposed actions to diminish the overlap and improve the coordination.

This TSAG commitment for effective coordination between the Sectors is being put into question at present by a draft definition of the scope of the new ITU-R Study Group on Broadcasting (emanating from the merger of ITU-R Study Groups 10 and 11), to be submitted to the Radiocommunication Assembly at its meeting in May 2000, although the Chairperson of ITU-T Study Group 9 attempted to arrive at a compromise wording at the recent extraordinary meeting of ITU-R Study Groups 10 and 11 in December 1999. This draft scope encompasses the subjects of contribution and primary distribution through the core network, currently in the terms of reference of ITU-T Study Group 9. Adopting such a definition will deliberately create overlap and duplication of work, leading to future issues of coordination and cooperation. The proposed definition also introduces ambiguity about the new Study Group's possible move into cable network services, which is outside the scope of ITU-R. Cable network services are within the current responsibility of ITU-T Study Group 9 and should not be duplicated across the two Sectors. 

Adoption of a scope which has such problems clearly identified ahead of time has raised serious concerns that this might be a significant step in the direction of greatly increasing the existing overlap. This draft scope also has wide potential of overlap with ITU-T Study Group 16 on multimedia and will undoubtedly also increase overlap with ITU-T Study Group 12 on transmission performance.

On behalf of ITU-T Study Groups 9, 12 and 16, and TSAG, the respective Chairpersons are deeply concerned that this action raises the potential for new coordination problems. Accordingly, RAG is requested to help in establishing clear boundaries for the activities of the concerned Sectors and Study Groups.
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