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Organization of the work of itu-r

Introduction

Now that the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference has given autonomy to the Radiocommunication Sector, it is essential to have clearly documented and readily available agreed procedures for the work of the study groups.

Advantages of a series (A) of ITU-R Recommendations on the organization of the work

The working methods for the radiocommunication study groups are contained in Resolution 1-2. However, they are at a high level and this has prompted the need for complementary working guidelines, which are issued by the Director from time to time in the form of an administrative circular. The working guidelines are little known among the participants in the work of the study groups and this has caused some inefficiency in conducting the work in some areas. Furthermore, due to recent events such as the need for guidelines on the ITU IPR policy, use of external references in ITU-R Recommendations, relationships with other bodies, etc., a more visible reference for the organization of the work is needed.

An administrative series of Recommendations, such as a series-A would fulfil that need. The initial contents of these Recommendations should be based on the working guidelines (edition 2), issued by the Director in Administrative Circular CA/13 on 23 February 1995. Additional guidelines may be added in the future to the A-series Recommendations in the form of new or revised Recommendations as the need arises. The A-series Recommendations would serve to amplify the contents of the Resolutions. Indeed, while the Resolutions may be at a high-level, the A‑series Recommendations would capture specific formats and procedures. The construction of these A‑series Recommendations should not represent an additional workload nor have budget implications, since initially they would be based on the existing working guidelines.

The main advantage of the A-series Recommendations would be to provide clear and visible guidance to the participants in the work of the study groups for the efficient development of the technical work (Recommendations, Handbooks and reports) in line with the ITU-R Resolutions.

The following Recommendations may be considered as a starting point for the new series:

Recommendation

A.1
Work methods for study groups of the ITU Radiocommunication Sector (ITU-R).


This should be based on section 3.4 of the working guidelines.

A.2
Presentation of contributions relative to the study of Questions assigned to the ITU-R.


This should be based on section 4, Annex 1 and Annex 4 of the working guidelines.

A.3
Elaboration and presentation of texts and development of terminology and other means of expression for Recommendations of the ITU Radiocommunication Sector (ITU-R).


This should be based on Annex 2 of the working guidelines.

Proposal

It is proposed that RAG considers the benefits of developing a new series of ITU-R Recommendations (A‑series) to facilitate the organization of the work of the study groups, taking into account the points discussed in this contribution. 
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