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The CEPT offers the following comments on some proposals of IRG listed below:


3	Conclusions and results of discussions


3.1	Guiding principles for feasibility studies





	Annex 1 to Resolution 532/PLEN-3 (WRC-97) (see Attachment A hereto) sets forth planning principles to be used as a basis for the studies to be undertaken in regard to the feasibility of achieving the goal in resolves 2 of Resolution 532/PLEN-3 (WRC-97). That is, examination of the feasibility of increasing the minimum assigned BSS capacity for countries in Regions 1 and 3 to around ten (10) analogue-equivalent channels. The IRG examined each of the eight (8) listed principles with the intent of providing clarification, where necessary, for the GTE in its use of these principles in its work. The IRG provides the GTE with the following guidance in regard to Principles 1, 3 and 6 of Attachment A.





Principle 1: The GTE is asked to conduct the feasibility studies with regard to Principle 1 of Annex 1 of Resolution 532 by carrying out the following two tasks and reporting the results to the next IRG meeting:


Attempt to increase the channel capacity assigned to each country to 10 analogue-equivalent channels without counting as part of the 10 channels those assignments that have completed the application of Article 4 and are included in the Plan.


�



Same as above but counting as part of the 10 channels those assignments for which the coordination under Article 4 has been successfully completed, which have been brought into use and for which the date of bringing into use has been confirmed to the Bureau and which are not significantly restricted in their operation by limitation such as time-limit for operation or degraded EPM.2


	To determine the proportionality referred to in Principle 1 of Annex 1 to Resolution 532/PLEN-3 (WRC-97), where relevant in a country:


•	select the beam within a given country with the highest number of channels;


•	increase that number of channels of that beam to 10;


•	derive the ratio/multiplier and apply that ratio/multiplier to the other beam(s) of the same country.


	This approach will be applied provisionally to the studies preceding the next IRG subject to further study by the GTE.





3.1.1. CEPT view: CEPT considers that some clarifications are needed with respect to the implementation of task b above and the implications on its implementation.





CEPT supports the application of the approach provisionally proposed by IRG to determine the proportionality referred to in principle 1 of Annex1 to Resolution 532 (WRC-97).





Principle 3: For the application of this principle the study should be carried out stepwise3. If the results of Step 1 are successful, Step 2 will be carried out.





Step 1:	Protect only those assignments referred to in Principle 3 of Attachment A.





Step 2:	In addition to the assignments referred to in Principle 3 of Attachment A, the study should also take into account the assignments for which modifications have been communicated to the Bureau and published and for which the systems are in the final stages of construction/�implementation.


	For all assignments related to Step 1 and Step 2, administrative information as contained in Resolution 49/GTPLEN2-1 (WRC-97) must be submitted to the Bureau prior to [DD.MM.YY]4.





3.1.2. CEPT view: CEPT supports the principle that studies should be carried out stepwise in the understanding that implementation of both steps will be conducted and, consequently, results of both exercises shall be considered. Taking into consideration previous experiences in preparation of planning exercises, CEPT proposes the following:


	With respect to Principle 3 dealing with the protection of assignments, CEPT believes that a fundamental objective should be to take into account real satellite systems as of the point of time of the feasibility study, regardless of whatever approach is adopted for such feasibility studies. Real satellite systems are those for which Resolution 49 administrative information has been provided.


	It is noted that steps 1 and 2 as defined in Principle 3 are applicable at a given time and therefore the feasibility studies will necessarily have to be updated to take into account changes in the status of these assignments, particularly just prior to the WRC-99


	Regarding the definitions of steps 1 and 2, CEPT proposes the following clarification to reflect the current regulatory framework within which any replanning approach would have to operate :





Step 1:	protect those assignments referred to in Principle 3 of Attachment A and those which have completed coordination, been published under Part B of Appendices 30/30A, and are in conformity with the provisions of Resulution 49/GTPLEN2-1 (WRC-97).





Step 2:	In addition to the assignments under Step 1, also protect those Article 4 modifications for addition to the Plan which have been published and which are in conformity with the provisions of Res. 49.


	To be consistent with the decisions of WRC-97, CEPT considers that the process of Article 4 should continue to apply until a future competent World Radiocommunication Conference take any decision on a deadline to stop this process.





Principle 6: The GTE is requested to provide the IRG with advice on the feasibility of a complete digital approach to future planning, including time scale, recognising the potential problem of protecting then-existing analogue systems from earlier planning.





3.1.3. CEPT view: CEPT proposes to begin the implementation of the relevant planning exercises using a complete digital approach for the assignments in the Plans . However, a few exceptions could be considered taking into account the requirements of those Administrations which have existing analogue systems in operation as well as the expected lifetime of these systems.





3.2	Approaches for studies


	The IRG examined several possible approaches for replanning feasibility studies as contained in Document IRG98-1/1. It concluded that the GTE should initially consider the approaches, as listed in Attachment C, in sequence. However, the GTE may also consider other appropriate planning approaches.


	For the purpose of studies under Approach C) in Attachment C using Step 1 of "Principle 3" above, "systems" are considered to be:


•	assignments which are in conformity with Appendices 30/S30 and 30A/S30A, notified to the Bureau under Article 5 of these Appendices, brought into use and the date of bringing into use have been confirmed to the Bureau.


	For the purpose of studies under Approach C) in Attachment C, Step 2 of "Principle 3" above, "systems" are considered to be:


•	assignments which are in conformity with Appendices 30/S30 and 30/S30A, notified to the Bureau under Article 5 of these Appendices, brought into use and the date of bringing into use have been confirmed to the Bureau; and


•	assignments for which the request for modifications have been communicated to the Bureau under Article 4 of the above-mentioned appendices and published and for which the systems are in final stages of construction/implementation.


	The IRG encourages experts to begin work on these studies immediately and provide input documents for the initial meeting of the GTE.





3.2. CEPT view: CEPT supports the consideration of approaches in sequence.


	PT-2 also considers that description of Approach A (incremental approach) and B (additional orbital position approach) could lead to be misinterpreted. Therefore, some clarifications are needed. Thus, PT-2 understands that Approach A preserves the current structure of channels and orbital positions, although in the process of adding more channels to each country, the change of nominal orbital location would be permitted in the understanding that no others orbital positions different of those included in the current Plans are used. Under exceptional circumstances may be necessary under this approach to include a new orbital location to resolve some possible incompatibilities identified. With respect to the interpretation of Approach B, CEPT understands that additional channels would be provided through the creation of subregional systems at new orbital positions using other orbital spacing different from the current 6º. The application of Approach C(complete replanning approach) shall guarantee the permanence and protection of the systems referred to in Principle 3 of Section 3.1. as well as to preserve the flexibility of the Plans leaving capacity for future additional requirements 





(principle 5). Likewise, it is worth noting that the constrains derived from the application of Annex 7 (limitations in the use of orbital locations from 37ºW to 10ºE and to the east of 146ºE) are relevant for the development of future planning exercises based on Approach C or even Approach B (see section 3.4).


	To be consistent with the views expressed in Section 3.1, Principle 3, the consideration of “systems” should be corrected accordingly.





3.3	Technical studies requested of the ITU-R


	The IRG noted that both Annex 2 of Resolution 532/PLEN-3 (WRC-97) and the JWP 10-11S liaison statement to the IRG listed a number of technical studies to be undertaken. The IRG believes that these studies are needed and anticipates that additional studies will be needed in the future.


3.4	Annex 7 of Appendix 30/S30


	It was noted that Annex 2 of Resolution 532/PLEN-3 (WRC-97) requested the IRG to examine Annex 7 of Appendix 30 in light of the feasibility studies required by that Resolution. The IRG requests that the GTE and SRG collaborate to provide it with initial advice on the subject.





CEPT view :Annex 2 of Resolution 532 requests the IRG to examine Annex 7 of Appendix S30 in the light of its studies for possible revision of the BSS Plans and with respect to the decisions taken by WRC-97, such as the reduction of downlink e.i.r.p. Its advice on the relevance of that Annex in providing protection to all services sharing the plan bands, and particularly the Region 2 BSS Plan, should be reported to WRC-99.


	The IRG requested that the GTE and SRG collaborate to provide it with initial advice on the subject.


In its common proposal to WRC-97 EUR/5/147, Europe proposed the following:


	Annex 7 of Appendix 30 and Section 3.15 of Annex 3 of Appendix 30A contain provisions on the orbital positions to be used when modifying the Plans. These provisions have an impact on the flexibility to modify the Region 1 and 3 Plan in the orbital arc 37°W-10°E.


	It is understood that that these limitations have been introduced to protect the development of terrestrial services in Regions 1 and 3 and the development of the FSS in Region 2.


	In view of the 5 dB reduction in e.i.r.p. that is currently considered in the revision of the Regions 1 and 3 BSS Plans, the protection of terrestrial services could be adequately covered by the current pfd threshold levels, or other suitable levels to be provided in Annex 1 of Appendix S6.


	In view of the current development of the FSS in Region 2 in the band 11.7 - 12.2 GHz, and the convergence in the parameters used by systems in both services, it seems that the concerns that had been at the origin of these provisions have not materialized in practice and that both BSS in Region 1 and 3 and FSS in Region 2 can co-exist without such limitations imposed on both parts.


	With a view to promote equitable access by all services and Regions to the frequency bands covered by Appendices 30 and 30A, it is therefore proposed to suppress Section A of Annex 7 of Appendix 30, as well as Section 3.15 of Annex 3 of Appendix 30A.


�



CEPT still considers that these provisions are no longer necessary.


	Concerning the 8 dB reduction in downlink eirp requested by Annex 7 when certain orbital locations not coinciding with a nominal position of the Plan are used, it was noted that the studies within SG 9 have concluded (in March 1998) that such reduction was no longer necessary to ensure protection of the Fixed Service, which provides further confirmation of the above conclusions.


	Concerning the limitations on the orbital positions included in Annex 7 of Appendix S30, it should be noted that these limitations cannot be considered in isolation of the other sharing constraints imposed on the FSS and BSS and included in Annexes 1 and 4 of Appendix S30. As a matter of fact, these other constraints impose rather stringent limitations on the power flux density levels radiated by either of these services. These limitations have been established by WARC-77 and RARC-83 and not modified since then. In order to ensure the harmonious development of FSS and BSS in all three regions, there is therefore a need to study the relevance of the limitations appearing in Annexes 1, 4 and 7 of Appendix S30 in the light of the new technical parameters adopted by WRC-97 or now considered in Region 2.


	These studies should take into account the principles included in Annex 1 of Resolution 532 and are also relevant to Agenda Item 1.20 of WRC-99.





---------------





2 	The Administration of Spain has requested that "the number of channels provided to Spain in conducting exercises should be ten (10) independent of the status of the Article 4 modifications and for both of the exercise rounds described by the IRG to the GTE for its work".


3	It should be noted that there is no date indicated for taking into account the assignments referred to in this principle. It will be necessary to review the situation throughout the feasibility study period.


4	The date should be suggested by the Radiocommunication Bureau* based on the scope of 	Article 4 modification requests and their respective processing time.


*	BR NOTE - This issue will be discussed at the first GTE. Following the discussion, specific 	dates will be determined for each trial run to assess the feasibility of each approach.
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