





PROJECT PROFILE








I�
TITLE�
RURAL AND LOW-INCOME STRATA TELECOMMUNICATION IN THE ARAB STATES (RURTEL)�
�



II	BASIC INFORMATION





Code:�
ARB/002�
�
Country:�
Regional�
�
Organization(s):�
Telecommunication Administrations of the Arab States�
�
Duration of Project:�
18 months�
�
Project Cost (USD) :�
Partner contribution :�
449,000�
�
�
�
Local contribution :�
50,000�
�
�
�
TOTAL :�
499,000�
�
�






III	DESCRIPTION





	The project is designed in promoting and accelerating the penetration of telecommunication services in the rural and low-income urban areas. The project will be focused on direct support and will promote capital investment. It will also assist Arab Administrations in developing their rural and low-income strata telecommunication networks, produce a handbook on rural telecommunications with particular emphasis on the technical and commercial aspects and train staff members on rural telecommunications.





IV	JUSTIFICATION





	This project is urgently needed by the Arab Region for the following reasons:





	1.	The project will tackle the following problems:


		


The lack of proper penetration of basic telephone services in rural and low-income urban areas in the Arab States.


The lack of sufficient information on rural telecommunication technologies, Networks and organizational structures.


The lack of experience in introducing appropriate technologies for telecommunication services in rural areas.





	2.	Expected situation at the end of the project:





		The project is expected to contribute to obtaining the following:





Sufficient information on appropriate technologies to be introduced in rural and low-income urban areas.


Pilot projects using VSAT, Cellular, Community Teleservice Centers, etc.


Handbook on rural telecommunication.





 	3)	The ultimate beneficiaries of the output of this project will be operators of the telecommunication networks and the people of rural and low-income urban areas. 





V	PARTNERS INTEREST





The project’s results will lead to future capital investments in Rural Communication Networks.





The development of the rural and low-income strata telecommunication in the Arab States means to stimulate the economy and improve the standard of living of those areas. In this case, the cities that will benefit from the project represent a high percentage of the productive capacity (exports and imports) of the country which necessitates frequent interconnection with neighboring Arab States.





VI	BUDGET DETAILS (USD)





VI.1	Partner Contribution





Component�
Total�
�
Foreign Personnel�
336,000�
�
�
Training�
70,000�
�
�
Equipment�
10,000�
�
�
Miscellaneous�
33,000�
�
�
TOTAL�
449,000�
�
�






VI.2	National Contribution 





	Since this is a Regional project, the national contribution for all Arab Telecommunication Administrations of the member countries are estimated to be equivalent to USD 50,000 in kind covering the countries’ contribution (project headquarters premises, free of charge telecommunication installation and international traffic, provision of meetings, facilities and any other material, administrative support, transportation, assignment of project coordinators, national experts, etc.).











