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The Additional Plenipotentiary Conference (Geneva, 1992), in its Resolution No. 7, agreed to the transfer of the activities of the former CCIR and the former CCITT Special Autonomous Groups (GASs) to the BDT in accordance with Recommendation 50 of the High Level Committee.


The World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC/94, Buenos Aires), by its Resolution No. 2, established two Study Groups of the ITU-D and approved several Questions to be studied.  One of the Questions is “Preparation of handbooks for developing countries” (Question 2/2).


The WTDC stated that in the selection of the subjects for new handbooks for developing countries “special attention should be given to the following:


	a)	rural telecommunications;


	b)	the use and harmonization of new technologies in developing countries to encourage the introduction and interoperability of new telecommunication networks and services;


	c)	technical, economic and management aspects related to the use of these technologies.”


�
In its first meeting in Geneva (May 1995) ITU-D Study Group 2 established the Special Rapporteurs’ Group under the chairmanship of Mr. M.H. Ghazal (Lebanon) to deal with the preparation of handbooks.  This Group has prepared the work programme which was approved in the Plenary Meeting of Study Group 2.  In this programme the first action identified is to develop a questionnaire and send it to all countries asking their view on GAS manuals previously published in order to establish the priority for their updating or revision.  It is for this reason that you will find attached a questionnaire which I kindly ask you to return to ITU/BDT (Office T-213), duly completed, by 15 November 1995.  A list of GAS handbooks is enclosed for easy reference.





A. LAOUYANE�Director


Encl.:	Questionnaire on GAS manuals�	List of handbooks published by the various GAS
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