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On behalf of ITU, the Telecommunications Development Bureau (BDT) has taken on the responsibility of guiding, assisting and encouraging developing countries as they restructure their telecommunications sectors to meet the challenges of globalisation and liberalisation.

This volume contains the reports from Validation Seminars and Workshops at which developing country representatives reviewed the moves towards International Accounting Rate (IAR) reform and a number of papers dealing with cost calculation methodologies. 

A brief overview of this volume’s contents reveals:

Volume II – Part 1

–	The reports of five validation seminars held between May to October 1998, covering the regions of Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, Latin America and the Pacific Islands.

–	The findings of various workshops on Accounting Rate Reform and Cost Analysis which took place throughout 1998 in Africa (Cameroon, Mali and Kenya), the Arab States (Oman), the Caribbean (Barbados, Grenada and Surinam), Central America (Nicaragua), and the Pacific Islands (Vanuatu).

–	Various articles related to the subject, contributed by ITU specialists and consultants: Rebecca Wettemann and Tim Kelly; William Withers, David N. Townsend; and Claude Rofe.

–	The Report of Study Group 3 (which reviews financial issues relating to telecommunications).

–	Applications of the TAS Method.

–	A selection of ITU’s Methodological Notes (target rates, best practice rates, costing and cost proxies, and transit rates).

Volume II – Part 2

–	Country case studies covering:  Bahamas, Colombia, India, Indonesia, Lesotho, Mauritania, Samoa, Senegal, Sri Lanka, Uganda and Zimbabwe.

In the last ten years, the world of telecommunications has changed drastically. Major advances in technology have resulted in greater harmonisation, more sophisticated networks and reductions in equipment costs. These in turn led to the development of more sophisticated services which could benefit society as a whole and of less capital-intensive options to assist countries with lower levels of development. At the same time, there has been a trend towards greater reliance on market forces rather than on government monopoly to spur the telecommunications sector to take advantage of these developments. This trend gained in momentum and, as more and more governments recognised the important benefits to society that liberalisation could deliver, culminated in the General Agreement on Trade Services, with its Basic Accord on Telecommunications Services, endorsed by 69 countries.

This volume of Issues in Telecommunications Development: Reforming the international accounting rate serves as a milestone in the move towards reform of IARs. Its objective is to demonstrate the impact that this reform will have on developing countries and to distribute the results of the case studies and of the seminars and workshops as widely as possible.
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