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Its purpose was to address on aregional basis with all potential partners the critical issue of financing
telecommunication development in each region, and related aspects of telecommunications. It was
also the occasion to push forward the development of communications infrastructure in Asia Pacific
region and to foster telecommunication sector liberalisation under appropriate regulatory and
ingtitutional arrangements to facilitate the entry of new telecommunication operators. Volume |
includes the Message from the BDT Director, summary of conclusions and recommendations,
programme and the list of participants. Volume Il includes the abstracts and presentations.

Investment and trade in telecommunications

Relationship between telecommunication investments and trade and their impact on the economic
development of Asian and Pacific countries.

Influence of new technologies on trade in telecommunications in Asian and Pacific. Lessons learned
from past experience and prospects.

International agreements governing on trade in telecommunication services (e.g. General Agreement
on Trade in Services and the Information Technology Agreement) and their impact, in particular, on
the telecommunication sector.

Tariff policies, interconnection charges, revenue sharing.

International Accounting and settlement rates.

Universal service

Definition of universal service.

Universal service/Universal accessin the predominantly rural context.
Role of new technologies.

Methods of funding universal service.
— Global experience.
— Asian and Pacific experience.

The development of investment and trade in telecommunication services
Factors affecting investment in telecommunications: public and private.

Institutional reform necessary for facilitating investment, and competitive telecommunication
environment.

The lessons from Asian and Pacific, successes and failures (case studies).
The private-sector view: private-sector projects in the region.

Practical machinery for implementing new proposals, bilateral and multilateral agreements.
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