Group on Gender Issues						    	CONF/DA


											  





SUMMARY RECORD OF THE 9th GGI MEETING


Wednesday, 10 November at 9h30





Present :	Mr. Blois, Mr. Capitaine, Ms. Faccin, Ms. Katona-Kiss, Ms. Kojima, Ms. Laugesen, 	Mr. Perewostchikow, Mr. Sanou�	Ms. Allamand


Absent :	Ms. Eichenbaum, Ms. Lake, Ms. Petrin, Mr. Vignon


_______________________________________________________________________ 


1.	Summary Record of the 8th meeting


	The Summary Record was approved.


2.	Taliban Issue


Ms. Kojima will consult the LAU on whether or not ITU staff could sign a petition condemning the Taliban persecution of women in Afghanistan. ITU staff members should be encouraged to sign the petition. 


3.	D2 appointments


It was noted that all five candidates chosen for the five D2 posts are men. This fact will appear in the Report on the personnel situation to the Council session in 2000. A memorandum should be sent to the Secretary-General expressing the regrets of the GGI members that it was not possible to recruit at least one woman for one of the D2 posts due to the present recruitment procedures.


4.	Joint Bodies


Ms. Laugesen will send a memorandum to the Chief of the Personnel Department containing the recommendation of the Group to increase the participation of women in the different joint bodies, despite possible gaps in representation of women at the appropriate levels and pending the improvement in this situation.


5.	Follow-up on Telecom questionnaire


The quite numerous answers to the questionnaire will be analysed by Mr. Perewostchikow. �The results will be communicated at the next meeting. 


6.	Policy analysis


Consultations are under way to recruit Ms. Sylvia Moore as a consultant during two months to establish a Policy Statement for ITU on gender. She will meet each member of the GGI to enlarge her perspective of the work to be done. She has a vast experience of that matter and valuable connections to other international organizations (FAO, UNESCO, etc.)


7.	Best practices


Ms. Laugesen and Ms. Faccin will work on a paper which will put together the collection of best practices in gender connected questions. This will be discussed in New York during the UNDP Seminar on Gender to take place during the period 17-19 November 1999.


8.	Programme of work


A table, prepared by Ms. Kojima, was distributed and analysed. 


Mr. Sanou is responsible for the collection and the transmission of articles on gender issues to be published in Actual’UIT and is expected to give the alarm if no article was received. �Mr. Capitaine will find out what the schedule of publications is. �The ideal solution would be to constitute a “reservoir” of articles in advance. Mr. Capitaine will negotiate with Mr. Harbi that a “fixed space” be allocated to those questions in each bulletin. 


Ms. Faccin was mandated to proceed with her proposal to invite University students to talk at the IWD 2000.


Training on gender at the highest management level (PSC) should be prepared. Ms. Faccin will check with Ms. Angela King during her mission in New York if she could come to Geneva to give a half to one hour introduction and overview to the members of PSC. She will also find out if a gender expert from UNICEF will be available in January for a half-day seminar to GGI members and another half-day seminar to staff at D1 and D2 levels.


9.	Interim report from Intern


The interim report was distributed and introduced by the Intern, Ms. Sira Montero. The document, which will be translated into English and Spanish, will be used as a background paper for the Consultant and gender seminars. The list of projects included in the report should be presented as a table to allow a better analysis of the situation in ITU and to help with the follow-up actions to be carried out. The Consultant, Ms. Moore, and the Intern will have to meet often to discuss the matter in depth. The GGI commended Ms. Montero on the completeness and the professionalism of the report.


10.	Invitation to participate in Beijing+5 Global Forum


The GGI was reminded that an invitation to participate in the above had been received some time ago and that no decision had been taken as yet. The issue will be put on the agenda for the next meeting for decision.


11.	Date of the next meeting


The next meeting is scheduled on Friday, 3 December at 9h30.


12.	Other Business


During Telecom-99 a breakfast for the GNWT, initiated by Candace Johnson, has taken place in the Intercontinental Hotel to which Mr. Blois, Ms. Laugesen and Ms. Faccin had been invited. It was an opportunity to meet high level qualified women who could be interested in the work of ITU. 


Ms. Sakado Ogata’s statement to one of the Telecom panels was circulated for information to GGI members.


The Deputy Secretary-General suggested that the GGI consider the possibility of including Americas Telecom in the work programme since this would be a good opportunity to solicit interest in ITU’s work on gender issues.
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