DRAFT PROGRESS REPORT FROM ITU ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE �BEIJING DECLARATION AND PLATFORM FOR ACTION


submitted by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU)


Action taken by the Organisation to implement the Platform for Action:


In 1999, ITU was represented for the first time at the ACC Inter-Agency Committee on Women and Gender Equality, Fourth session, New York, 23-26 February as well as at the 43rd Commission on the Status of Women, New York, 1-19 March 1999 by a member of the Task Force on Gender Issues established by the Development Sector.


The Secretary�General has prepared a comprehensive report for the ITU Council on activities of ITU since the adoption of Resolution PLEN/1 on the “Inclusion of a gender perspective in the work of ITU” at the Plenipotentiary Conference in October 1998 (Document no. C99/53  of 05/05/99).


Special efforts have been made to include a gender perspective in the strategic plans of the various parts of ITU for 1999 and in the work programme for 2000-2001, as well as the budget for that period.


Since the Resolution adopted at the World Telecommunication Development Conference (March 1998), the Telecommunication Development Bureau has begun to include a gender perspective in its programmes and activities. Programmes include questions on gender in the 1999 Regulatory Survey, gender presentations at a series of regional seminars on the role of Community Telecentres in fostering Universal Access and Rural Development and at the Eighth Interregional HRM&D and training meeting, in Coventry, UK. In-service training is organised in 1999 for the Development Sector to assist the staff in integrating a gender perspective into work plans, projects and programmes.


A Co-ordination Committee of the Steering Committee of the Task Force on Gender Issues met in Geneva on 9-10 June to prepare recommendations for the Second Task Force Meeting scheduled 4-5 September 1999. Targets and work plans for the next year include association with on-going activities for Beijing +5 in June 2000, recommendations for basic telecentres in Africa, and clear directives for Commitment from its Steering Committee Members. 


2. Good practices


The Group on Gender Issues prepared a celebration of International Women’s Day 1999 with a panel discussion on the subject of “Innovating leadership in telecommunications” to which a panel of five women from government, private sector and the ITU itself were invited to make presentations, particularly focused around the possibility of increasing the number of women in leadership positions in telecommunications.


The Special Adviser on Women and Gender Issues to the Secretary�General has been invited to address the Council when it discusses the Secretary-General’s report in Plenary session. A briefing session on the implications of the mainstreaming of gender in the work of ITU of about one and a half hour is being prepared for the benefit of Council Members, with the participation of the Special Adviser and the Chairperson of the Council, Ms. L. Shope-Mafole (South Africa).


�
3. Means of implementation; human and financial resources: 


For the period 2000-2001, a budget of SFR 50 000 has been set aside specifically for activities on gender issues. This amount is for activities in the Secretariat itself and is in addition to all other activities financed under the regular budget lines of ITU as already established. In addition, a budget of SFR 200 000 has been included in the work plan of the Bureau for Development of Telecommunications specifically addressing development issues. 


A Group on Gender Issues comprising representatives from all areas of ITU has been established to support the work of the Focal Point on Gender Issues and to actively support efforts of mainstreaming the gender perspective in all ITU activities.


____________________





- � PAGE �2� -





� FILENAME \p \* MERGEFORMAT �http://www.itu.int/gender/documents/Beijing95/beijing.doc�	� savedate \@ dd.MM.yy �15.06.99�	� printdate \@ dd.MM.yy �15.06.99�





� FILENAME \p \* MERGEFORMAT �http://www.itu.int/gender/documents/Beijing95/beijing.doc�	� savedate \@ dd.MM.yy �15.06.99�	� printdate \@ dd.MM.yy �15.06.99�











