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Revision process
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Revision process: Tentative timeline and milestones

2026

February-July The joint EGTI-EGH IDI Subgroup works on a proposal for a revised IDI methodology, in line with its terms of reference.

Early August The report of the IDI Subgroup, including recommendations and a proposed revised methodology, is shared with EGTI and EGH 
members ahead of their annual meetings.

9-10 September Annual meetings of EGTI and EGH: the IDI Subgroup presents its report. EGTI and EGH consider the report and, if appropriate, 
agree on the recommendations.

October Member States consultation on the proposed IDI methodology.

9-27 November ITU Plenipotentiary Conference 2026

Early December Dedicated online meeting of EGTI and EGH on the IDI, held following the Member States consultation, with a view to discussing 
remaining contentious issues and seeking consensus, as appropriate.

2027

January Final consultation of Member States on the approval of the revised IDI methodology (three weeks).

Late January
Circular announcing the results of the consultation. 
If 70 per cent or more of responding Member States approve the new methodology, it will be adopted.

June 2027 Publication of the IDI 2027 based on the revised methodology (TBC).

In accordance with Resolves 5 of Resolution 131, prior to the launch of each annual edition of the IDI, Member States will be 
formally consulted and offered the option to decline participation. They may rejoin the exercise in any subsequent edition.



itu.int/egti2026         itu.int/egh2026 5

Summary of 2026 work 
period
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Terms of reference: Objectives

• Building on the work of the subgroup in 2024 and 2025, and following the decision of EGTI and 
EGH to trigger the revision of the IDI methodology, the subgroup aimed to discuss all aspects of the 
methodology and formulate recommendations to EGTI and EGH, specifically:

• Conceptual framework
• Indicator selection
• Reference year and data coverage
• Normalisation
• Aggregation and weighting
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Methods of work

• The subgroup was open to all EGH and EGTI members.

• All materials posted in a dedicated Microsoft Teams channel and in the dedicated folder in the BDT 
Document Centre.

• 6 meetings were held between February and July 2026.

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/channel/19%3AdpRdY_gzlEnO63XUnPeWkI4OtiuDZYXgvKApAdknzuc1%40thread.tacv2/General?groupId=8eed3294-906f-4d4c-aceb-138bfc9b74f1&tenantId=23e464d7-04e6-4b87-913c-24bd89219fd3
https://www.itu.int/md/D26-EGTI.EGH.IDI.2026-260101/sum/en
https://www.itu.int/md/D26-EGTI.EGH.IDI.2026-260101/sum/en


itu.int/egti2026         itu.int/egh2026 8

Contributions received

• 29 contributions received from 9 countries/organisations covering all topics of the revision

• 5 BDT Information documents posted:
• Information document on data availability
• Information document on cybersecurity
• Information document: Statistical analysis of the IDI indicator framework
• Information document on ITU indices 
• Information document on goalposts for the traffic indicators and the mobile broadband 

penetration indicator

8
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Conceptual framework 

• Recommendation to keep Universal and meaningful connectivity as the conceptual framework 
during the 2027-2030 validity period

universal and meaningful connectivity
ensures that everyone can access the Internet in optimal 
condition and at an affordable cost, anytime and 
anywhere. 

OUT OF SCOPE:
What factors do contribute  
to achieving UMC?

levers
policies, investment, 

regulation, interventions

catalysts 
economic development, 

innovation

OUT OF SCOPE:
What is 
connectivity 
used for and what 
impact  does it 
have?

Applications

content and services

Impacts

everyone
 what kind of connectivity?

for whom? 

quality fast and reliable

skills enhanced by adequate skills

affordability affordable 

devices through appropriate devices

security safe and secure

availability ubiquitous and permanent

many











no 
one

x

x

x

x

x

few











x 
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Recommended indicator structure of the IDI 2027-2030

Mobile network coverage

ICT Development Index

Universal connectivity pillar Meaningful connectivity pillar

Proportion of individuals who used 
the Internet (from any location) in 
the last 3 month

Proportion of households with 
Internet access at home

Active mobile-broadband 
subscriptions per 100 inhabitants

Percentage of the population 
covered by at least a 3G mobile 
network

Percentage of the population 
covered by at least a 4G/LTE 
mobile network

Mobile broadband Internet traffic 
per mobile broadband 
subscription (GB)

Fixed broadband Internet traffic 
per fixed broadband subscription 
(GB)

Mobile data and voice high-
consumption basket price 
(% of GNI per capita)

Fixed-broadband Internet basket 
price (as % of GNI per capita)

Percentage of individuals who own 
a mobile phone

Percentage of the population 
covered by 5G/IMT-2020 mobile 
network
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Reference year and data coverage

Recommendation to keep the current approach:

• The reference period for computing the IDI released in year t is t-2. For example, for the 2027 edition, the 
reference year will be 2025. 

• For the affordability indicators, while the price data are for t-2, the denominator (GNI p.c.) data are for t-3 
(using the latest available GNI figure at the time of calculation of ICT Price Baskets for publication).

• In order to increase the number of official data points used, if an official value is not available for t-2 but 
available for t-3, the t-3 value is used (2024 for the 2027 edition). 

• Inclusion of a country in the IDI requires official data for t-2 or t-3 for at least 50% of the indicators. 

• Only if no official value is available for t-2 or t-3, a value is estimated or imputed for reference year t-2. 

• A country can choose to reject the ITU estimates, in which case it is excluded from the IDI, since 
computing the IDI score requires a complete dataset.
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Goalposts, thresholds and outlier treatment
Indicator Threshold Goalpost Additional treatment

Universal connectivity indicators

Proportion of individuals who used the Internet 0% 95% (no change) Not needed

Proportion of households with Internet access at home 0% 95% (no change) Not needed

Active mobile broadband subscriptions per 100 inhabitants 0 150 (no change) Not needed

Meaningful connectivity indicators

% of the population covered by at least a 3G mobile network 0 100 (no change)
Not needed for the three 

coverage indicators 
combined

% of the population covered by at least a 4G mobile network 0 100 (no change)

% of the population covered by at least a 5G mobile network 0 100 (no change)
Mobile broadband Internet traffic per mobile broadband 
subscription (GB)

0 t.b.d. Log transformation applied

Fixed broadband Internet traffic per fixed broadband subscription 
(GB)

0 t.b.d. Log transformation applied

Mobile data and voice high consumption basket price
(as % of GNI per capita)*

95th percentile 
(no change) 1% (no change) Not needed

Fixed broadband Internet basket price (as % of GNI per capita)* 95th percentile 
(no change) 1% (no change) Not needed

Percentage of individuals owning a mobile phone 0 95% (no change) Not needed
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Normalisation

For the other 
indicators:

For the affordability 
indicators: score𝑖𝑖,𝑐𝑐 =

goalpost𝑖𝑖 − value𝑖𝑖,𝑐𝑐
threshold𝑖𝑖 − goalpost𝑖𝑖

× 100

score𝑖𝑖,𝑐𝑐 =
value𝑖𝑖,𝑐𝑐 − threshold𝑖𝑖

goalpost𝑖𝑖 − threshold𝑖𝑖
× 100

Recommendation: no change to current methodology
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Weighting proposals for mobile network coverage
At least 3G At least 4G At least 5G

Current weighting 40% 60% 0%
Proposal 1 30% 50% 20%
Proposal 2 1/3 1/3 1/3
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Aggregation – t.b.d.

Universal connectivity 
pillar

Meaningful connectivity 
indicators (6*)

Universal connectivity 
indicators (3)

IDI

Universal 
connectivity pillar =

average=

Meaningful connectivity 
pillar

Meaningful 
connectivity pillar

average
Step 1 

Aggregating 
individual 
indicators into 
pillar scores

= average

Step 2 
Aggregating pillar 
scores into IDI 
scores

Each indicator accounts 
for 1/3 of the pillar score

Each indicator accounts 
for 1/6 of the pillar score

Each pillar accounts for 
50% of the IDI score

Current weighting scheme
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Proposal from India

• Equal weighting for the universal and meaningful connectivity pillar

• Equal weighting for each enabler within the meaningful connectivity pillar

• Equal weighting for each indicator within each enabler

Pillar Enabler Indicator
Proposed 

weight
Current 
weight

Universal connectivity (1/2) Universality (1/1) Individual Internet use (1/3) 1/6 1/6
Household Internet access (1/3) 1/6 1/6
Mobile broadband subscriptions (1/3) 1/6 1/6

Meaningful connectivity (1/2) Infrastructure (1/3) Mobile network coverage (1/3) 1/18 1/12
Fixed broadband traffic (1/3) 1/18 1/12
Mobile broadband traffic (1/3) 1/18 1/12

Affordability (1/3) Fixed broadband basket (1/2) 1/12 1/12
Mobile data and voice h.c. basket (1/2) 1/12 1/12

Device (1/3) Mobile phone ownership (1/1) 1/6 1/12
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Unresolved issues

• The weighting structure of the IDI, especially whether to retain equal weighting of indicators 
within the two existing pillars or introduce an additional “enabler” layer under meaningful 
connectivity; 

• The weighting by technology within the mobile network coverage indicator, where – among 
several proposals – views remained mostly divided between equal weighting of 3G, 4G and 5G and 
a more gradual approach assigning 30% to 3G, 50% to 4G and 20% to 5G; and 

• The treatment of goalposts for indicators without a natural maximum, particularly traffic 
indicators and active mobile broadband subscriptions, where participants supported stability but 
requested further analysis on whether fixed, projected or observed percentile-based goalposts 
should be used. An information document on this subject has since been uploaded to the Microsoft 
Teams channel and the dedicated folder in the BDT Document Centre.

• Several conceptually relevant indicators—such as digital skills, school connectivity, fixed 
broadband penetration, quality-of-service measures, cybersecurity, computer ownership and third-
party data-based indicators—remain unresolved for future work because of data availability, 
comparability, methodological reliability, or governance concerns.

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/channel/19%3AdpRdY_gzlEnO63XUnPeWkI4OtiuDZYXgvKApAdknzuc1%40thread.tacv2/General?groupId=8eed3294-906f-4d4c-aceb-138bfc9b74f1&tenantId=23e464d7-04e6-4b87-913c-24bd89219fd3
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/channel/19%3AdpRdY_gzlEnO63XUnPeWkI4OtiuDZYXgvKApAdknzuc1%40thread.tacv2/General?groupId=8eed3294-906f-4d4c-aceb-138bfc9b74f1&tenantId=23e464d7-04e6-4b87-913c-24bd89219fd3
https://www.itu.int/md/D26-EGTI.EGH.IDI.2026-260101/sum/en
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Next steps
2026

February-July The joint EGTI-EGH IDI Subgroup works on a proposal for a revised IDI methodology, in line with its terms of reference.

Early August The report of the IDI Subgroup, including recommendations and a proposed revised methodology, is shared with EGTI and EGH 
members ahead of their annual meetings.

9-10 September Annual meetings of EGTI and EGH: the IDI Subgroup presents its report. EGTI and EGH consider the report and, if appropriate, 
agree on the recommendations.

October Member States consultation on the proposed IDI methodology.

9-27 November ITU Plenipotentiary Conference 2026

Early December Dedicated online meeting of EGTI and EGH on the IDI, held following the Member States consultation, with a view to discussing 
remaining contentious issues and seeking consensus, as appropriate.

2027

January Final consultation of Member States on the approval of the revised IDI methodology (three weeks).

Late January
Circular announcing the results of the consultation. 
If 70 per cent or more of responding Member States approve the new methodology, it will be adopted.

June 2027 Publication of the IDI 2027 based on the revised methodology (TBC).

In accordance with Resolves 5 of Resolution 131, prior to the launch of each annual edition of the IDI, Member States will be 
formally consulted and offered the option to decline participation. They may rejoin the exercise in any subsequent edition.
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Thank you!
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